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PREFACE 



TO 



THE WORLD. 



Xhis elegant and sarcastic paper was contem- 
'Porary with the Adventurer and the Con- 
i>ioiss£UR. It was projected by Mr. Robert 
DoDSLBY, and Edward Moore, Esq., a 
writer of great taste and various abilities ; and 
soon after its establishment, rose rapidly into fa- 
shionable importance and popularity, by the ac- 
cession of many titled and ^distinguished contri- 
butors, all vying among each other to diversify 
and adorn its pages. The demand for serious 
essays had been supplied, almost to repletion, by 
the Rambler; and the Adventurer, though 
it promised more variety, evidently preponderated 
on the side of preceptive inculcation. 

To tread popularly in a beaten patk without 
abandoning all pretension to originality, and to elicit 
novelty from trite maxims and reiterated truths, was 
an undertaking of equal difficulty and danger ; and 
the writers in the World prudently forbore an 
attempt, in which success could have been follow- 
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ed by no particular glorj, while defeat would have 
exposed them to certain mortification and disgrace. 
But a new field was open to their expatiation, 
as the censors and correctors of the age; tlie 
harvest of follies is ever ripe for the sickle of the 
satirist, and the weapons of raillery and ridicule 
were all their own. People were beginning to 
tire of the grave admonition^ and uninterrupted 
moral ; and the stimulus of a sauce piquante, 
such as the present pages exhibit^ was required to 
rouse the flagging attention, and emancipate it 
from a lulling monotony. 

* To ridicule, with nT>v€tty and good humour, the 
fashions^ follies, vices, and absurdities of that part of 
th6 human species which calls itself the World, 
and to trace it throdsh all its business, pleasures, and,; 
amiisemeiits/ but without any interference either in 
religion or politics, was the main object and design 
of this paper. I Is conductors, from their intimate 
knowledge of life and manners, and the high sta^- 
tions which they severally occupied in society, 
were . peculiarly qualified for success in such a 
task ; and they have displayed in its execution an. 
equal felicity and variety, which has rendered 
•them unboundedly popular. Their unbroken 
irony, and strain of continued ridicule has, it is 
true, subjected them to the misapprehensions of 
the dull, &nd the cavils of the puritanical; but 
the fine and delicate vein of humour which, they 
exhibit is- managed with consummate dexterity, 
and the advocacy of truth and virtue is discernible 
under the transparency of satire. 
- The first number of the World appeared on 
the 24th of January, 17 53^ rather more than two 
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tDonths aft^ the coimneDeeinent of. the Advbic* 
TXJREE :. it was published only once a week, and 
concluded on the Sd of December, 175€, sur- 
viving the AdVentueeb almost two years, and 
running its racQ at the same time with the Con*- 
NOissEUB. Its chief contributor, and respionsi- 
ble editor, Edward Moore, Esq. was born at 
Abingdon in Berkshire, on the 22d of March, 
i7H. His father, the Rev. Thomas Moore, 
yvzB a Protestant dissenting clergyman ; who 
dying, when, the subject of our narrative was only 
ten years old, the education of young Edward 
was conducted by his uncle, the Rev. John 
Moore, master of an academy at Bridgewater. 
He* was subsequently removed from his uncle's, 
to the school of East Orchard, in Dorsetshire. 
Being originally destined for trade, he was now 
placed with a Mr. Gibson, a wholesale linen- 
draper, in London ; and afterwards resided some 
years in Dublin, as factor to an Irish linen-mer- 
chant. On his return, he became a principal in 
the linen trade himself, but his devotion to more 
elegant pursuits prevailing over all habits of busi- 
ness, the connexion between him and his partner 
was soon dissolved by mutual consent. He is 
saidf however, to have possessed great abilities in 
his employment, could he only have dedicated 
himself to the genius of commerce. 

Mr; Moore was first known as an author by his 
' Fables for the Female Sex,' printed in 1 744. Their 
poetry is often rich, and always elegant ; and they 
convey much forcible and pungpint satire, without 
any servility in their assimilation to Gay. But the 
umlivided honours of this volume cannot be claimed 
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for Moore, who has admitted three pieces into 
the collection from the pen of Mr. Henry 
Shook E, author of the ^ Fool of Quality/ 
and numerous other publications in prose and 
verse, among which, the tragedy of the ' Earl 
of Essex,' still survives in occasional repre- 
sentation. These contributions are all of the 
first order ; and that, entitled the ^ Female 
Seducers,' throws all its companions into eclipse 
by the beauty of its poetry, and the fascination 
pf its conduct. The success of these Fables 
with the public, stimulated Moore to fresh 
literary exertion ; arid in 1748, in a poem called 
} The Trial of Selim the Persian, for High 
Crimes and Misdemeanours,' he vindicated with 
much originality the political character of Lord 
Lyttleton, under the mask of an ironical 
attack, and secured to himself the effective pa- 
tronage and support of that nobleman by his ju- 
dicious and novel panegyric. In the same year^ 
the comedy of the ' Foundling,' his first dra- 
matic piece, was brought upon the stage by 
Garrick, but its success was inconsiderable, 
and it does not remain among the stock plays. 
In 1 754 he produced the comedy of ' Gil Bias,* 
which was forcibly carried through nine nights 
at Drurj-lane, against the clamours of an op- 
posing audience. But his tragedy of the Game^ 
iter, which \ appeared in the subsequent year, 
atoned for all previous discomfitures. The powers 
of Garrick were vigorously called forth in this 
play, and produced an universal burst of admira- 
tion and applause. The fine portraitui^ of 
character, natural situations, and deep domestic 



iltstress of tliis drama, secure it against unmoved 
spectators ; and it has never yet been ^'epresented^ 
Mrithout producing the fullest effect of tragedy. 

The Gamester \\a,s very powerfully cast at 
the Hayinarket theatre, about twelve years ago, 
vrhen the writer of these pages was present. 
George Cooke, in the character of Stukefyj 
M'as a masterly personation of the accomplished 
villain; and the thrilling tones of Siddons, as 
Mrs. Beverley, will never bie forgotten by those who 
heardthem. Young's Bcrcr/ey was a fit accom- 
paniment to such delineations ; and for that even* 
ipg, at least, Garrick and Mrs. Pritchard 
might have been remembered without regret. 

Mr. Moore married, in 1750, the daughter of 
*Mr^ Charles Hamilton, table-decker to the 
princesses ; a young lady of considerable personal 
beauty, and mental endowments. It has been 
said that he reaped no advantage from the patron- 
^gie of Lord Lyttleton ; but he was indebted 
to his introduction for the most distinguished 
correspondents of the World, who left him the 
profit of their contributions, which amounted to 
fio .inconsiderable sunfi. By the active friendship 
and kind offices of Garrick, we have seen that 
be was more solidly benefited ; and to these he 
had established his title, by a complimentary Ode 
on the marriage of the great Roscius, and an 
elegant tale, entitled * Envy and Fortune,' 
\?bich he had inscribed to Mrs. Garrick. 

Moore was yet engaged in the publication of 
the World, when he was suddenly carried off 
by an inflammation of .the lungs, in Februiit'yj; 
1757, at the age of forty^five. It is a remarkable 
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coiQcidence, that he was at that tini« busied in 
superintending the press of the last number, which 
is made to terminate with the supposed death of 
the editor; and Mr. Chalmers has well re* 
Diarked, that it * induces us to wish that death may 
be less frequently included among the topics of 
wit/ 

In 1756, Mr. Moorb collected his poetical 
and dramatic works into one quarto volume, and 
published them by subscription, with an elegant 
dedication to the Duke of Newcastle, in 
which he pays some delicate compliments to his 
brother, Mr. Pelham. The subscription was 
numerous, and patronised by people of the first 
distinction. His papers in the World amount 
to sixty-one, besides the second letter in No. 
130. Their style is various and agreeable, and 
enlivened with the most piquant irony. Mr. 
Chalmers infers that he was a moderate clas- 
sic, from his objection to a profusion of mottos. 
It might be the case^ but his objection to mottos 
is not a proof of it ; neither can it be fairly in- 
ferred, from his telling the Wartons, in confi- 
dence, when he had projected a magazine, that 
* he wanted a dull plodding fellow of one of 
the Universities, who understood Latin and 
Greek.' Such fellows are very useful. — ' Mo ore 
excelled principally in assuming the serious man- 
ner for the purposes of ridicule, or of raising idle 
curiosity, as in No. 144; his irony, also, is ad- 
mirably concealed, as in No. 139> and 145 ; the 
plot of the latter, if it may be so termed, is very 
artfully managed. However trite his subject, he 
enlivens it by original turns of thought. Some 
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of (be papers are mere exercises of humour, which 
have no direct moral in view, and for this he in 
one place offers an apology, or at least acknow* 
ledges that he aimed at no higher purpose than 
entertainment.' 

Mr. Moore's frank and cordial manners, 
ready wit, and great conversational powers, en- 
deared him in all circles. He left a widow, and 
one son, who was placed in the world by Lord 
Chesterfield. Through that nobleman's in« 
terest, he was appointed to a situation in the Salt- 
office, but he subsequently went into the navy : 
he died at sea in 1773. 

The Earl of Chesterfield himself, is now 
to be mentioned, as a large contributor to the 
World; but the station which he occupied 
in the realms of taste and letters, and the lead 
which he took in the fashionable circles of his 
time, supersede any necessity of a regular bio- 
graphical memoir. Philip Dormer Stan- 
hope was the eldest son of Philip, third Earl 
of Chesterfield, by the Lady Elizabeth 
Saville, daughter of George, Marquis of 
Ha LI FAX, and was born in London, in S«tptem- 
ber, 1694. At seventeen years of age he was en- 
tered of Trinity-hall, Cambridge, and pursued his 
studies with equal assiduity and success. On 
quitting the University, Lord Stanhope made 
the tour of Europe, and fashioned . his manners, 
and enlarged his mind, by travel. He entered 
with great zest into the dissipations of the courts 
of Paris and the Hague ; and returned, says Dr. 
^iKiN, that model of true politeness, which he ex- 
hibited to his admiring countrymen. He now 



commeneed his oourtlj and political careet* at 
once, being nominated a gentleman of* the bed- 
chamber to the Prince of Wales^ and elected 
into Parliament for Su Germains. In the Hous^ 
of Commons^ Lord Stanhope was occasicmaUy 
intemperate, and voted with the popular .party ; 
and on the death of his father^ with whom he had 
never been on teitns, he entered the Upper Hotme 
as an oppositionist, in 1726. 

On the accession' of Geo ROE II* Lord. Ches- 
terfield was appointed ambassador at the 
Hague, and acquitted himself in that important 
trust so highly to the king's satisfactioti> ihait he 
was decorated with the blue ribbon* After his 
investment with the garter he returned to Holland, 
and conducted with pecubar ability, and-^re^l^ to 
the advantage of his country, the very delicate ne- 
gotiations which were then on foot between 
England and Germany, and the States^general* 
His health and fortune, however^ were alike in« 
jured in these employs, from wbidi he obtained 
his recall in 1732. . 

In 1745 the Earl of Chesterfjeld was 
nominated to the viceroyalty of Irbland, and:cottr 
ducted his administration, during those time;3 of 
civil commotion .in the sister country,. with equal 
firmness, ability, and judgment. On the supt 
pression of the northern troubles he vetumed to 
England, and almost against his will was made 
secretary of state, on the resignation of the^ Ead 
of HARBiNaTON^ with the Duke, of New- 
castle for his colleague. But not eppcoving 
the court 'measures, and the sufafsequept waE, 
against which he strongly, but kie&ctually^'me^ 
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morializedi be threw up his place in disgust, and 
retired for ever from administration, in 1748* 
After this^ he only lived as a private nobleman, 
studiously cultivating, and patronising the arts, 
and letters ; and sustaining bis character through- 
out Europe as one of the most brilliant wits, and 
the most accomplished gentlemsm of his age. 

Lord CtiESTEBFiELD died on the 24th of 
March, 1773, in his seventy-ninth year. An ele- 
gant scholar, a finished courtier, and an able di- 
plomatist, his character has not descended without 
stain, nor his memory without reprehension. In 
' private life he was generally insincere and heart- 
less, and his protestations of friendship went for 
nothing. Of course, there are some exceptions 
to this remark. A high-priest of the graces him* 
aelf, he could not endure those in whom no 
graces were to be found : for the graces were his 
religion. Hence the freezing indifference, and 
afterwards, personal antipathy which he mani- 
fested for John SDK, though he says that he vene- 
rated his virtues, and respected his talents. A 
mutual acrimony at last supervened between him 
and the lexicographer, each paying off the other 
in his own coin. Johnson was nicknamed a 
respectable Hottentot; ^n6 the peer was painted 
with * the morals of a whore, and the manners of 
a dancing^master :' 

£t vitulo tu dignus, et hie! — 

with some allowance, however, for a little high 
colouring on both sides. 

The Earl of Chesterfield was married^ 
in 1753, to MelP'SINA de Schulenbsrq* 
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Countess of Walbinoham^ who took care ^ 
bis estates^ but helped him to no inheritor* As 
a statesman and public servant he deserved well of 
his country, and in office he was disinterested. 
* His eloquence/ says Dr. Aikin, * the fruit of 
much study^ was less characterized by force and 
compass^ than by elegance and perspicuity ; and 
especially by good taste, urbanity^ and a vein of 
delicate irony, which, while it sometiines inflicted 
severe strokes, never passed the limits of decency 
and propriety. It wa^ that of a man whp in the 
union of wit and good sense with politeness, bad 
not a competitor.* 

Ghestebfield's share in the World 
amounts, in all, to twenty-three papers^ many of 
them of exquisite humour and elegance^ but cer- 
tainly not superior, as a very respectable critic has 
affirmed, to the most popular productions of their 
kind. Of these, says Mr. Chalmers, Nos. 49, 
90, 91> 98, 105, and 151, are perhaps unrivalled^ 
both for matter aind manner* His services in 
the World, like those of his fashionable and 
right honourable friends, were always gratuitous. 
Moore, who reaped the profits of these, as well 
as of his own productions, received from Mr. 
R. Dodsley, the sum of three guineas for each 
paper. 

But while we have suiSPered the practical ethics 
of Lord Chesterfield to remain impeached, 
it were injustice not to vindicate him as the in- 
culcator of morality* in his writings; The eor« 
respondence with his son, against which some 
very serious exceptions may b^ taken, was never 
intended for the public eye ; and though his re« 
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tommeoAfi^ofiBj' passim, to violate the marriage- 
bed of his friends, must for ever remain undefend- 
ed/ and indefensible^ yet it may he afBrraed^ ' that 
there exists not^ in the English language, a work 
from ^hich ino|p valuable lessons may be drawn 
for the early cultivation of the understanding, 
and the formation of the temper and manners, es« 
pecially with respect to young persons designed for 
public stations of the higher class.' 'His papers 
mthe World/ continues the ingenious biographer 
whom we have just quoted^ ' are in general admir- 
able specimens of wit, good sense, and knowledge 
of mankind, and have the important purpose of cor- 
recting not only follies, hut serious deviations from 
morality. In particular, his exposure of the habit 
of hard-drinking, which was then too frequently 
contracted at the English universities, in com- 
pany with a bigoted and exclusive attachment to 
classical literature, which is also a subject of his 
fidicule, aimed at effecting a very salutary re- 
formation, and perhaps has not entirely failed of 
its intention*/ 

Richard Owen Cambridge, Esq. is the 
next correspondent, in point of quantity, after the 
Earl of Chesterfield. He was bom in Lon- 
don, on the 14th of February, 1717. His father, 
who was the younger brother of an ancient family 
that had long been setded in Gloucestershire, was 
an eminent Turkey merchant. He died soon after 
the birth of this child; and the education of young 
Richard devolving upon his uncle, Thomas 
Owen, Esq. of Britwell Place, in Buckingham- 

'*^ AxKXK'f General Biognpfa j. 
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shire, who had no children himself, he adopted hioi 
as bis heir and representative. 

Mr. Cambridge was educated at Eton and 
Oxford. He was admitted of St. John's College 
in 1734, where he prosecuted h^ studies with an 
amazing ardour of improvement ; but be. left the 
university without waiting for a degree, and in 1 737 
became a bencher of Lincoln's inn. About the 
year 1748, he succeeded to his uncle's inheritance, 
which was not large, and took the name of Owen 
with his estates. Two years afterward, he pur- 
chased his villa at Twickenham, where he resided 
upwards of half a century ; and where he breathed 
his last, on the 17th of September, 1802, aged 
eighty-five years, without any previous disease of 
body — yet gently, and not suddenly — and retaining, 
unimpaired, his vigorous intellect to the last. 

In 1 741, Mr. Cambridge married the daughter 
of George Trenchard, Esq., of Woolverton 
in Dorsetshire ; son to Sir John Trenchard, 
secretary of state to King William. A posthu- 
mous and splendid edition of Mr. Cambridge's 
works has made its appearance, superintended by 
his son^ with a biographical notice of bis &ther 
Of these, perhaps bis essays in the World, to 
which he contributed twenty-one papers, have ac- 

?uired for him the most substantial reputation, 
los. 54, 55, 56, 72, 76, 103, 107, and 1 19, are 
all mentioned by Mr. Chalmers^ as distinguished 
by particular beauties, or displaying great humour in 
the composition ; and they are worthy to be so se- 
lected. H!is mock-heroic poem of the ' Scrible* 
riad,' which he first published in 1751, established 
him at once as a critic and a scholar, and various 
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minor pieces from time to Ume« and amoi^ these, 
the ' Elegy written in an emptj Assembly Room/ 
the * Fakeer/ and the * Borough Hunter/ added to 
his deserved celebrity. In 1761, hepublished/With 
maps and plates^ in a magnificent quarto volume, 
a ^ History of the War upon the coast of Coroman- 
deV which was several times reprinted in a cheaper 
form, and obtained a very extensive circulation. 
At Amsterdam it was translated into French, and 
thence found its way to Paris, where it was much 
read, and highly praised for the impartiality of its 
statements. Mr. Cambridge left t widow^ who 
is since dead, two sons, and a daughter. 

The celebrated Horace Walpole, afterward 
£arl of Orforb, contributed nine papers to the 
World, ^ which excel in keen satire, and shrewd 
remark.' He was contemporary with Mr. Cam- 
bridge, at £ton, and their friendship was un- 
interrupted till death. Mr. WAiiPOLE was the 
youngest son of Sir Robert WAiiPOLE, the first 
£arl of Orford, and was born in the year 1716. 
He had little inclination to follow the splendid 
career of his father, and ever shewed himself ra- 
ther ambitious of literary, than political distinction. 
His life, writings^ and character, are well known. 
Like Chesterfield, he was a compound of 
polish and duplicity ; aud his conduct in the afiair 
of Chatterton, bespeaks an Execrable absence 
of heart. His correspondence with General Con- 
way, and his other friends, exhibits many graces 
and refinements of epistolary composition ; but like 
Pope, hU letters, also, prove bim to have been a 
finished hypocrite. 

Mr. Walpole devoted tlie greatest part of his 

XXVI. c 
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time and fortune to the embeUUhment of his yin- 
giUar and well-«known villa at Strswberrjr^hill, and 
employed his intervals in compomtig 'many work!> 
vrhich have long been favourites with the public, 
although tliey are of very opposite merits. He was 
alternately i\ poet^ an historian, a politician, an anti- 
quai^, and li writer of dramas and romances. Of 
all his works^, his own opinion appeared to be hum- 
ble ; but he M'as pertinacious in maintaifiing what 
he had assented ; and being possessed of keen 
powers of controversy, he betrayed all the irasci- 
bility of the author, while he affected to be con* 
sidered only as' a gentleman writing for his an^use- 
meot. In his latter days he determined to vindi- 
cate his claims tx> literary rank, and employed him- 
self in preparing; for the press, that splendid and 
complete edition of his works, which was pu1i>lished 
the year after hi b death, and was bought up with 
avidity, as an im[K>rtant addition to every library^/' 
Of his works in prose, the ^ Castle of Otranto* is 
the only performUnce exhibiting great powers, and 
strong original conceptions ; and in another walk, 
his tragedy of IJhe ' Mysterious Mother/ is cha- 
racterized by hi^^h dramatic merit, though founded 
on an incident by far tqo horrible for representation* 
His * Catalogue c>f Royal and Noble Authors,' is a 
valuable and curicWs adjunct 16 literary biography ; 
but it comprises ntatiy names, that would be pre- 
tensionless without their rank. Titled ancestors 
went for. every thinly with Walpole, arid a long 
lineage seeured almost his worship. In I76I, he: 
published, in two volumes quarto, * Anecdotes of 
Painting and Engraving iu Kngland ^ a compila- 

* Preface by C5hai.m»b», page 25. 
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tioD, principaUy^ from tke papers of QxoRofi VeK'- 
T17 E, hut enriched with man j originar) remarks, which 
entitle bini to high: praise as a critic and a connois- 
seur. The dissemination of a better taste, and thb 
spread of the fine artS' in diis country was, in the 
opinion of Mr. Chai^mbbs, raatdpially promoted 
by these 'Anecdotes/ In 1791^ on the death of 
his ne(4iew^ Mr. Walpole became Earl of Ob- 
fobb; but he rarely made use of the. title, and 
never took his «eat inthe Peers. 

He died on the 2d of March, 1797} aged eighty 
years; bequeathing all bis works, both printed and 
in manuscript, to Robert Bebby, Esq. and his 
two daughters, of which a collective edition ap- 
peared in 1798, in five volumes, quarto. It is re- 
lated ibat Lord Obvobd was passionately attached 
to one of the Misaes BERBir,'whom he would have 
married, but for the disparity of their ages. These 
most amiable and accomplished ladies are yet in the 
meridian of life, delighting and adorning the circles 
in which dbey move. 

In the contributions which Walpolb sent tb 
the World, there are occasional lapses of • deli- 
cacy : see Nos. S8, and l60. The humorous cha- 
racter. of Boncc^ur^ in No. 10^, was intended for 
NoRBORNB Berkeley, Esq, of Stoke Oifford, 
who, when his horse sunk up to his middle ih 
Woburn Park, would not allow that the ground 
was any thing, more than damp. The '* Acquaint- 
ance of Mine,' was the writer, himself; and the last 
story of a- highwayman, was a real incident in the 
life of Mr. Cavendish. 

After the conclusion of the World, M^. 
Walpole. sent in a supplementary jpaper, ^- 

- c 2 
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titled ' World £xtraordinsry/ for no other por^ 
pose than to lavish a Gompliment on Mr. Henry 
Fox, afterwards Lord Holland. It would 
have been better, in a better place. 

Amongst all the works of Walpole, perhaps 
none is more deserving of mention than his * His- 
toric Doubts on the Life and Reign of King 
Richard the Third.' It displays a depth of re* 
search, and a masterly concatenation of argument, 
which, if they do not purge off the bloody stains 
which have been left upon the character of 
Richard, at least render it very doubtful if he 
was the monster that history represents him; 

The witty and paradoxical Soame Jsnyns 
was the author of five papers in the World, 
distinguished for much humour and vivacity. He 
was the son of Sir Roger Jen yns, c^ Bottisham- 
ball, Cambridgeshire, and was bom at twelve 
o'clock at night, in Great Ormond-street^ London, 
in 1704 ; but as he could never ascertain his own 
birth-day^ he fixed its commemoration with the 
new year. His father was of the ancient family of 
the Jenynses, of Churchill in Somersetshire; 
and bis mother was a daughter of Sir Peter 
Soame, Baronet, of. Haydeti^ in £ssex. His 
education was conducted at home by private 
tutors, and finished by a university residence. He 
was of St. John's College, Cambridge. . 

In 174£, shortly after the death of his father, 
Mr. Jen yns was returned to parliament for the 
county of Cambridge ; and for thirty*eight years^ 
one interval of four years excepted, during which 
he sat for Dunwich, in Suffolk, represented his 
native county^ or the borough of Cambridge, in 
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die great n^ouncU of tbe Datbo. Id Xi66 be was 
made a lord of trade and plantations; .which 
office he held with tb^ £arl of CablislEi Wil* 
LiAM Ed£J<, afterwards Lord Auckland, and 
EpwABD GiB$ON, the historian, for his col- 
kagues, till its'abolit^on^ as useless to thenation, 
in 1780. . RiCHABD Cumberland was se- 
cretary to that Board ; so that it was, at least^-as 
much distinguished for genius as for corruption. 

SoAMB Jbnyns was a respectable country 
gentleman, who lived handsomely in town, and 
charitably on his estate. . As a county magistrate, 
be was active^ intelligent, and humane ; but as a 
member of parliament, he was a thick-and-tbin 
supporter of every minister, without any con* 
science . in his vote, and destitute of all patriotic 
and iudependent feelings. His works, iu four 
volumes octavo, were printed^ complete, in 1810; 
of which, it will suffice to mention here, * A View 
of the internal Evidence of the Christian Religion,' 
which was his most celebrated production. It is 
so full pf paradox and £ancy, that it lies open to 
much misinterpretation, and for a long time the 
defender of Christianity was regarded as an enemy 
in disguise. But it is now known, that he was 
sincere in his absurdities^ In his ^ Disquisitions 
on various Subjects,' Dr. Aikin remarks, tha^ the 
chief force of his wit and argument is directed 
against the principles of civil liberty, towards 
which be shews ja hostility that could not be sur-i 
passed by tbe n»o$t tborough-bred tory. Such 
was the result of a public lift ^Bient in the defence 
of all admini^ratians, and the enjoymeid of- a 
(nearly) sinecure place under government. 

G 3 
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SoAMB Ibnyns was twice married. His first 
iwife was Mary, the natural daughter of Colonel 
S0AME9 of Dereham in Norfolk, who was a 
ward of his father ; but they did not live happily 
together, and . soon separated. Death completed 
presently what had been but a partial divorce, and 
Mr. Jenyns took for his second wife^ Eliza- 
beth^ daughter of Henby Gbby, Esq. of Hack- 
ney in Middlesex. He died at his house in Til- 
ney-street, on the 18th of December^ 1787, and 
left a widow, but no child. 
. ^ His first paper, No. 125, is chiefly valuable 
as a general sketch of the prevailing luxury and 
affectations of the age, and may be considered as 
an historical memoir of the '' origin of those evils.'* 
Nos. 153 and 178 are humorous and well-drawn 
portraits of two country gentlemen, whose amuse- 
ments and understandings formerly classed them 
as a distinct species of human beings. The con- 
clusion of No. 153 has a stroke not unworthy of 
Addison. — ^^ My friend said, that I must not 
positively go till after to-morrow ; for that he then 
expected the mayor and alidermen of his corpora- 
tion, some of whom were facetious companions, 
and sung well. This determined me to set out 
that very evening ; which I did M'ith much satisfac- 
tion, and made all possible haste, in search of 91- 
lence and solitude, to my lodgings, next door to a 
brazier's at Charing CrossJ*^ No. 157, on the 
conduct of masters and servants, is to be distin- 
guished for the justice of its observations : but in 
No. 163 we have an excellent mixture of the 
serious and humorous, in a vindication of the 
transmigration of souls. This he afterwards ex- 
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panded in one of his essays, and appears at that 
time to have been a beUever in the doctrine, which 
certainly secures the law of retaliation beyond all 
others, and which all who deplore the cruelties in- 
flicted on the innocent and helpless, will probably 
wish to be true*.' 

James Tilson^ Esq. the son of Chris- 
topher TiLsoN, Esq. one of the chief clerks 
of the Treasury, obliged the World with five 
papers, all of considerable merit. He was consul 
to the British factory at Cadiz, and died there 
about the year 1760.. Mr. TiLSOir's papers are, 
Nos. 27, 67, 167, 172, and 193. 

Five contributions also, hut chiefly of the se- . 
rious cast, were furnished by Mr. Edward 
JLovEYBOND, the son of a gentleman of fortune 
near Hampton. The numbers are 82, 84, Qd, 
132, and 134. 

Mr. William Whitbhbad, the Laureat, 
whose Ufe has been written by Mason, the friend 
and biographer of Gray, contributed three essays 
to the World ; ^ his only attempts in prose.' They 
are Numbers 12, 19, and 51. He succeeded to 
the laurel in 1757, and held it till his death in 
1785. Mason has said of him, that ' bo court 
poet ever had fewer courtly stains,' It is, how- 
ever, a degrading office, and has never yet been, 
exercised sine maculA. It should have gone into 
abolition with the place of king's buffoon. White- 
HEAD is among the secondary poets.. 

Numbers 79^ 156, and 202, were supplied by 
Rich ARDBBRENGER,£sq.manyyears gentleman 
of the horse to his majesty, and author of a capital 

* CHAIrMBRI. 
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treauae on Horaemai^hip, published in 1771. ia 
two fiplendid quarto .volumts, wilh e^|>Uinatoi7 
.plates. To ium, also, has been ;a9cribecl the 
cento upon Shakspearj&'ji Birthday, in No. 
179» which was reprinted in ,Dodblby's Col- 
lection. * The History and Art o£, HorsenHiQ- 
^hip' by Berbnobb,. besideviUi imm^diat^ me- 
rit as the mofit comprebeasiye munegfi tr^ati^ 
ever yet pr^ented to the pubUc, is invaluable for 
the critical beauty of its . disquisitions, ^nd ,it|i 
classical and autiquarian research. Dr. JoHNr 
fiON is said to have complimented him, ' as the 
standard of true elegance;' aad Mr.. Chalmers 
has rightly recorded, th^t he mns ' a gentleman of 
shining accomplishments and:taste/ 

Bbrenger died on the 9th of September, 1 78^. 

No, ] l7) on the rage for Chinese architecture 
and ornaments, a subject to which .Mr. Whitb- 
H.BAD had dedicated iiia tolents-, in No. IS, is 
from the pen of/ Mr. Marriott^ afterwards Sir 
J[am£S Marriott, Knight, LL.D. iudge of 
the high court of admiralty. . The. Visicm. of 
Parnassus, also, in .No. l^l^iaqdlhe remarks in 
No« 1 99, on > the senteel majiia^ are fby thc^ same 
correspondent, li^ was tMsdee elected into P^r^ 
liameut iov Sudbury, and contr^Mited several 
pieces to Dodslbv's Collection. . There are 
extant, also, two law tracts by faishand^ 

Sir J AM Bs Marriott was .chosen Master €>f 
Trinity-hall, Cambridge, in ] 764» with the tenuis 
of which, his judicial appointment jn <the couii of 
admiralty does not seem tahave interfered ; for be 
died in the mastership, on the. 2 1st of March, IBOda 

John, Earl of Cork and Orrery, the bio- 
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grapber of Swift, contributed Numbers 47 and 
63. Besides these, Dodsley accredits him for 
No. 161, and Lord Orford gives him No. 185. 
He will be spoken of more particularly^ as a con- 
tributor to the Connoisseur. 

The Hon. Hamilton Boyle, son of the 
preceding, and who afterwards succeeded to his 
titles, furnished Numbers 60 and 170. He died 
in 1764, only surviving his father two years. In 
these papers^ Mr. Boyle has displayed no dege- 
nerate ability, and compels us to regret that on 
him should be first visited a denial of the peculiar 
privilege, almost become inheritable in his family 
from two centuries of pfecedencj/, to live for the 
enlightenment of mankind. 

William Pulteney, Earl of Bath, on 
the authority of Lord Orford, and Mr. Cam- 
bridge, is named as the writer of No. 17, on 
horse-racing, and the manners of Newmarket. 
It was composed in his seventy-first year, and is 
noticed by Mr. Chalmers as a remarkable 
proof of undecayed mental energies. He is the 
same William Pulteney, to whom Steele 
dedicated his second volume of his Guardian. 
Lord Bath wrote variously in Mist's and 
ioo's Journals, and the Craftsman, and is 
suspected of the sin of rhyme ; but the satisfactory 
proofs are wanting, 

Numbers 140, 147, and 204, were communi- 
cated by Sir David Dalrymple, of Hailes, 
Baronet, one of the senators of the college of 
justice in Edinburgh. He sought the corre- 
spondence of Johnson, from the high opiiuon 
yvbich he had formed of him from his RambleKi 



and submitted to theiD8pe€ti9n of that literary 
giant a large portion of bis celebrated * AnnaU of 
Scotland/ He was born at Edinburgh on 4he 
28tb of October^ 17^6, of an illustrious family^ 
and was educated at £ton^ and the university of 
Utrecht. He revisited his native city soon s^er 
the suppression of Chabces Edward's re* 
bellion, and was called to the Scotch bar on the 
23d of February, 1748, On the 6th of M^rcb^ 
1766, he became a judge of the. court of session ; 
and in May^ 1776, he was made a lord com- 
missioner of justiciary, with the title of. Lord 
I)ailes. Frequent mention occurs of him in 
Boswell's life of JoHNsoN^,aDdhe:wasquoted 
by that great oracle as ' a man of wojth> a scholar^ 
and a wit/ Mr. Chalmebs spieaks of him as 
pre-eminent in talents and in virtues, ^ and who^ 
as aiudge, a scl^plar^ a Christian^ and a citizen, 
excelled in the respective duties and attributes of 
these characters, and at bis death was praised^ 
wept, and honoured by every friend to wisdom and 
goodness/ .. 

Lord Hailes ^as also a large occasional 
contributor to the Mibrob. He died November 
29, 1792. 

The. allegory of Prosperity and Adversity, in 
No. 84, was written by Wiluam Duncombb, 
the brother-in-law of Hughes the poet, and 
editor of bis poems. He was a poet and mis- 
cellaneous writer himself, and died in 1769* His 
son, the liev. John Duncombb of Canterbury, 
contributed No. 36*. Hq died in June, 1735. 

* For aiApIe memoirs of the Bukcombbs, father aAd son, sec 
die last editbn of the Biographia, fiom materials supplied b^ 
Mr« Ni«HOLi. 
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' Nog, 38 and 74 are the production of Mr. 
Pakrat, or Parrott, a writer in Dodsley's 
Collection, who ai3peara to iiave no name, nor 
local habitation, beyond his allotment in that poor*' 
house of the muses. 

Two ingenious communications, one in No. 7B, 
on Female dress, and painting ; and the other, in 
No. 86, on the utility of botanictil employments, 
w^re furnished by the Rev. Thomas Gole, as- 
^Mant preacher - at St. Paul's, Covent-garden. 
He, also, figures in the great colhctiori; and wks 
the author of several sermons against luxury, in- 
fidelity, and enthusiasm. 

He died onf the 7th of June, 1796; having 
published in the preceding year a narrative and 
didactic poem, called ' The Life of Hubert,' 
which he putHved. 

Tothepenofthe Rev. Francis Coventrye, 
minister of the donative of Edgeware, and author 
of * Pompey the Little/ anotlier Dodskyan, we 
are indebted fbr No. 15, containing some hu- 
morous remarks on gardening, and the ludicrous 
portrait of Sqtnre mushroom. He fell a victim 
to the small-pox--^^hich had not been long pro- 
pagated by Lady Mary Wortlby Mon- 
tague, about the year 1759. 

No. 2^, on simplicity in taste, was contributed 
by Dr. Joseph Warton, who, though at that 
time'engsTged in the Adventurer, could not 
refuse so much as a testimony of his friendship 
for Moore. ' 

No. 32, on criticism, by the worthy RobbAt 
Pods ley himself, is one of the best* papers in 
tli^ whole collection ^ and it is tio be iamentcfd^fbr 
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the interests of literature, that the pressing avoca- 
tions of trade, and in all probability a modesty 
commensurate with his great merit, should have 
retained so inflexibly in the back-ground, a man 
calculated to stand forward with such advantage. 
'It was he/ says Mr. Chalmers, ' who sug- 
gested the name of the World for these papers, 
and what is yet more to bis honour, be was the 
proprietor of Dr. Johnson's Dictionary, as well 
as of many other literary undertakings of consider- 
able merit.' 

. No. 37> a beautiful and affecting picture of the 
miseries of dependence in a great family, is 
a contribution of Sir Charles Hanbury 
Williams, K. B., and elegant as it is, the 
only prose work that we have from his pen. He 
was formerly minister at the courts of Berlin and 
St. Petersburgh, and is largely noticed, as a poli- 
tician, by Coxe, in his ' Tour through Mon- 
mouthshire.' 

Sir Charles Hanbury Williams wrote 
quantities of occasional verse, only a small portion 
pf which was published. They are distinguished 
by great ease and sprightliness, but seldom by 
much invention, and they are often the vehicles 
for stale obscenities, which have been a hundred 
times repeated. 

' No. 45, a paper of considerable humour on 
Posts, was written by William, Hayward 
Roberts, at that time Fellow of King's College, 
Cambridge, and afterwards D.D. and Fellow of 
Eton. Dr, Roberts was a chaplain to the 
king, and rector of Farnham-Royal, in Bucking- 
hamshire. He published a good deal of sacred 



poetry, cl^ieflj in blank verse, of which his ' Judf^ 
Restored,* 9nd an ' Essay on the Existence of 
God/ are the roost favourable specimens. ^ He 
affected to disdain the trammels of rhyme, and in 
. consequence his sublimity is often too unwieldy, 
or too familiar : 

Incidit in ScyUam> copieiu vitare Chftrybdim. 

JDr. Roberts died in the cloisters at Eton, qo 
the 5tb of December, 1791 9 leaving two sons, 
who also were at that time fellows of Eton. Of 
these, the Rev. William Roberts, A. M. 
gave to the public in 17949 a posthumous work 
by his father, entitled ' Corrections of various 
passives in the English version of the Old Testa- 
anent, upon the authority of ancient xnanuscripta 
and anaent versions/ 

The writer of this article viras at Eton during 
the iQcumbeDcy of these Roberts es^ wha were 
both Doctors in Divinity. They were universally 
jfespected .and esteenied. But Dr. William 
Roberts, in particular, obtained a celebrity for 
the abolition of msaxy foundational abuses, and 
introdoced some liberalities into the college- 
kitchen which will not be forgotten by these ge- 
nerations'!^. 

Mr. William Whittaker, a serjeant-at- 
law and a Welsh judge, remarkaUe for opppsing 
WiLitEs at the Middlese?( election in 1769* on 

* The |>otatoe8, wlucb, before Bobsrts's accession to the 
cloistersy were served to the scholars unwashed, and with all 
iheit tunics, bj his orders were first pieled; and the Toice of 
Etonian gratitude, quad in perpetuam rei memoriapt, has thence- 
forward uJated him with the cognomen of Pkelipo-Roberts. 
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which occasion he veceivedfi'De suffrages,^ was the 
contributor of No. 83. Mr. Cu a tM brs says of 
it, that ' it has mote various and delicately con- 
cealed strokes of irony, than almost any paper not 
of Addison's composition.' 

The proposal to erect an hospital for decayed 
actors, m No. 159^ is given by Dodsley, in bis 
list» to John Gilbert Cooper, Esq. author 
of a ' life of Socrates/ and ' Letters on Taste ;' 
the last, a very popular book in its day. No. 1 10, 
On people who live ' Nobody knows how,' it ap- 
pears is by the same hand. It was attributed to his 

son. Mr. Cooper was related to the Earl of 

Shaftesbury, and a pupil of his school of philo- 
sophy. He published many original poems of va^- 
rious merit, but of which the best are the ' Epis- 
tles to Aristippus,' and a ' Father's Advice to his 
Son.' His masterpiece, however, is a translation 
of Gresset's Vert'vert. 

Mr. Thomas Mulso, a brother of Mrs. 
Chapone, mentioned in a former preface, was 
the author of No. 131. He published two dia- 
logues in 1768, entitled * Calistus, or the Man of 
Fashion,' and * Sophronius, or the Country Gen- 
tleman.' He died February 7> 1799» aged 
seventy^ight 

No. 155 was supplied by Mr. James Ridley, 
author of * Tales of the Genii,' the ^ History of 
James Lo vegrove, Esq.' and a periodical paper 
of great meiit, entitled the Schemer. Mr. 
Jambs Ridley died on the 24th of Febmary, 
1765, in the thirtieth year of his age; conse- 
quqndy, he was only nineteen when he < composed 
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Aid play. * He was the eldest son of Dr. Glos- 
t*ER Ridley*, the biographer of his great an- 
cestor Dr. Nicolas Ridley, bishop of London, 
and martyrf. 

No. 184, On the lawfulness of labouring in 
one's own vocation, u from the pen of Mr. Ga* 
TAKER, an eminent surgeon, and the author of 
some professional works, published about 1760. 
He was a surgeon to the king's household, and 
died on the 17th of November, 1768. 

No. 1£2, On the distresses of a physician with- 
out patronage, was furnished by Mr. Herring, 
rector of Great Mongeham, Kent. 

No. 166, On false honour, was written by Mr. 
MoYLE, and No. ig8, on the difficulty of getting 
rid of one's self, by Mr. Burgess. The Rev. 
James Scott, D.D. is the author of the Ode 
to Sculpture, in No. £00. 

Forty-one papers in the World are unclaimed, 
and unassigned. Of these, Mr. Chalmers has 
selected Nos. 62, 63,64, 66, 135, 150, 175, 177, 
190, and £08, as daring a competition with the 
best essays in its volumes. The name of Lord 
Chesterfield, long lay concealed under four 
asterisks, and his share was not finally ascertained, 
till the publication of his miscellaneous works. 

The second edition of the World ^ was print- 
ed in six volumes, with a dedication to each, and 
very few corrections and additions.' It was after- 

* See Chalmbbs. 

t He was bora on board the Gloster Indiamait, as bis moUier 
was returning from t(|e East Indies, and so received his name fron^ 
that accident 
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wards t:oBtracted intofaur^ and a listjof the cpo^ 
tributors' names appended to the last volume, .,Iu 
numerous reprints have not«served to slacken the 
demand, and it may dispute the palm of popularity, 
with any of its fellow classics* . 

* In the Tolame otPublie Characters for 1805, published by Sir 
RtCHABD Philips, Major Topham is represented as having 
been»fi>r jSee years, the principal propiietdr, and eren condHctov 
of the WoBLP. It is there assertedf that Major Topham was 
also the original projector of this Paper, which he set on foot 
solely to bring into nodes and popularity the celebrated theatrics^ 
beaQty,Mrs. WiLts, of Dmry^lane. When it is remarlLed that 
theseaffirmations are at once anonymousand aiisapported,a farther 
obserration becomes soperflaous. — £d. 
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I. TO THS RIGHT HONOURABLE 

PHaiP, EARL OF CHESTERFIELD. 

MY LORD, 

That I presume to dedicate the ^first volume of 
The World to your Lordship, will I hope be forgiven 
me. It is not enough that I can flatter myself with 
having been frequently honoured with your corre- 
spondence; I would insinuate it to the public, that 
under the sanction of your Lordship's name, I may 
hope for a more favourable reception from my readers. 

If it should be expected upon this occasion, that 
I should point out which papers are your Lordship's, 
and which my own, I must beg to be excused; for 
while, like the cuckoo in the fable, I am mixing my 
note with the nightingale's, I cannot resist the vanity 
of crying out. Ham twcetfy toe birds sing I 

If I knew of any ^reat or amiable qualification 
that your Lordship did not really possess, I would 
(according to the usual custom of dedications) be*** 
stow it freely ; but till I am oUierwise instructed, I 
shall rest satisfied with paying my most grateful 
acknowledgments to your Lordship, and wMi sub* 
scribing myself, your Lordship's 

Obliged, and most obedient servant, 

Adam Fitz-Adah. 
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II, TO THE HONOURABLE 

HOKACE WALPOLE, ESQ. 

SIR, 
I t'ake the liberty of prefixing your name to a vo» 
lume of the World, at it ffireg me an opportunity, 
not only of making you my acknowledgments for 
the essays you have honoured me with, but also of 
informing the public to whom t have been obliged. 

That you may read this address without a blush, 
it shall have no flattery in it. To eokifei&s the truth, 
I mean to compliment myself; and I know not hoW 
to do it more effectually, than by thud signifying to 
my readers, that in the cdftduct of this wwk, I hmve 
not been thought tmworthy of your eorrespondenoei 

I am,. Sir, 
Your most obeditnt, humble servant, 

AdAm Fiti-Adam. 
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III. to 

ftlCttARD OWEN CAMBRIDGE, lESQ, 

SIR, 
As you have been so partial to tfaede papers, u to 
tiiink them in some degree seryiceable to morality, 
or at least to ^ose infeiior duties of life, which wA 
French call lei petites morAles ; and as you hvipe 
shewn the sincerity of this opinion, by the -siip^rt 
you have given to them, I beg leave to prefix your 
name to this third volume, and to subscribe myself, 
Sir, your obliged, and most faithful 

* humble servant, 

Adam Fitz-Adam. 
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IV, TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 

THE l^ARL OF €ORKE. 

MY LORD, 

It is usual in churches, when an organ, sm altar- 
piece^ or suome other valuable ornament, is 'given by 
die bounty of any particular person^ to set forth in 
very conspicuous cnaracter? me name of the bene- 
factor. In imitation of diis custom, I take the li- 
berty of prefixing your Lordship's name to a volume 
of t^ie World, that I may signify to the public by 
whose bopn^ it has been ornamented. 
• But your lordship is not the only one of your fai 
piny t9 whopi the World Ji^s been indebted; and it 
is with great pleasi^re'lhat I embrace this occasion 
xif making my acknowledgments ,to the Earlof Corke, 
^ it gives me an opportunity at l^e same time of 
confessing my ol^igations to Mr. Boyle. 

I will not offend your Lordship with the common 
flattery of dedications, hainng always observed that 
praise is least pleasing, where it is most due: a 
consideration that obliges me to add no more, than 
that I am , my Lord, 

Your Lordship's obliged, most humble, 
and most obedient servant, 
• Adam Fitz-Adam. 
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V. TO 

SOAME JENYNS, ESQ. 

One of the Lords Commissionen for Trade 

and Plantations. 
SIR, 

To promote the circulation of these small volumes, 
by limiting their number to no more than six, it was 
thought advisable to put a stop to the paper of the 
World, at a time when the demand for it greatly 
exceeded my expectation, and while it was the only 
fashionable vehicle, in which men of rank and ge- 
nius chose to convey their sentiments to the public. 
To extend this circulation (for I confess myself a 
self-interested person), I have separately addressed 
the first five volumes to those of my correspondents 
whose pieces are the most numerous, and whose 
names and charapters do me the great honour. It 
will not, therefore, I hope, displease you, if among, 
these favourite names you happen to discover your 
own ; it being impossible for me to say any tjoing 
more to the advantage of this work, than that many 
of the essays in it were written by Mr. Jenyns. 
I am, Sir, your most obliged, and 

Most obedient humble servant, 

Adam Fitz-Adam. 



QAX&mAfl OSDjCATIQlfS. 



^ Vf. TV> M«. MOORE. 

t^iOuB^ )iBLot those mhfoxsi I «ua proud to call my 
M0s|aiii»i« &is ifQrk> fmAta the principal of whom^ 
as. Aat at tiiey arie coi»e to my knowledge^ I have 
lA^dkot^ the Cormer voImdilqs erf" it, to haye pmitted 
JftiUy mj bi^ {yoid ^incerest friend, would have been 
jilitegie And unp^onable. It wou)d have been 
4«jtsMi@ey M jm Are sensible how high a regard ^ 
Itfff^ iiways.p^ftfl to whf^tever c^one from your hand ; 
Mid/Uiipiwdk>iiaUe, ^ I am convinced yoii never sa^ 
^nn to B^rijte me a paper but froiQ motives of pure 
JbiMse Md.Affeotlon. It is true, and I scorn to flatter 
even ii^ ia^e<iUejitipn» I have not always regarded 
your p^fieo wilh that degree of adn^ratioo which 
some othfg>.<Qf my correspondents commanded from 
me; .^et.s<9 p^ftiijil hatye I been to your talents and 
abilities, that you must own I have never, through 
the whole course of the work, refused any one of your 
lucubrations : insomuch that I greatly fear my readers 
may now and then have reason to reproach me with 
having suffered my friendship to blind my judgment. 
But let Malice and Envy say their pleasure, I 
shall always acknowledge wtth gratitude the favour 
of your assistance in the long contention I have had 
with the vices and follies of the world ; and that it 
was frequently owing to your ironical smile, that I 
have been enabled to raise the laugh of raillery in 
favour of virtue and good manners. I confess in- 
deed, and you will not be angry, that to yourself I 
avow it, the immortality I have reason to hope for, 
arises from the conjunction of many higher names 
than yours, which I nave had the honour to associate 
with me, in this favoured undertaking. And here I 
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feel my vanity struggling to get loose, and indulge 
itself in the pleasing theme. The name of Fitz- 
Adam shall be carried down to latest posterity with 
those of his age, the most admired for their ge* 
nius, their learning, their wit and humour. , But I 
check myself. — I dare not engage in the task of 
saying what ought to be said on Siis occasion, and 
therefore beg leave to hide my inability in sUenoe. 

You wiU pitfdon. Sir, this short digression, thovrh 
not made in your fieivour ; and be assured notwimr 
standing all I have said, and whatever I may think 
of you as a writer, as a man I bear you a true affec- 
tion, take a very interested part in all your eon* 
cerns, and should you ever meet with tlmt reward 
from the public, which I think your merits have Ion? 
deserved, I hope you are satisfied that no one wiQ 
more truly rejoice in your good fortune than, 
Dear Sir, your most wectionate fri^d, 

and humble servant^ 
Abam Fit2-Adam. 



THE 



WORLD. 



N* 1. THURSDAY, JANUARY 4, 1763. 



Nihil duldiis est, bend qvam moiiita tenere, 

Edita doctriD& aapieat^> templa terena ; 

Despieeie unde qneas alios, passimqne videre 

Erran;^ atqae nam palanteis qaserere vite, 

Certare ingenio, contendere nobilitate, 

IS'octeis atqae dies niti pnestante iabore 

Ad sapiinas emefgere opes, remmqae potiiL— Loobbt. 

* zIlT the Tillage of Aronche, in the province of 
Estremadura (says an old Spanish author) lived 
Gonzales de Castro^ who from the age of twelve to 
fifty-two was deaf, dumb, and blind. His cheerfol 
submission to so deplorable a ndsfortune, and the 
misfortune itself, so endeared him to the village, that 
to worship the holy Virgin, and to love and serve' 
Gonzales, were considered as duties of the same 
importance ; and to neglect the latter was to offend 
the former* 

* It happened one day, as he was sitting at his 
door, and offering up his mental prayers to St Jago, 
that he found Urnself, on a sudden, restored to 
all the privileges he had lost The news ran quickly 
through the village, and old and young, rich and 
poor, the busv and the idle, thronged round him 
with congratulations. 
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^ But as if the blessings of this life were only 
eiven us for afflictions, he began in a few weeks to 
lose the relish of his enjoyments, and to repine at 
the possession of those faculties, which served only 
to discover to ium the &llie« iin4 disorders of his 
neighbours, and to teach him that the intent of 
speech was too often to deceive. 

' Though the intrti^bitftnts of Aronche were as 
honest as other villagers, yet Gonzales, who had 
formed his ideas of men and thing^s from their na- 
tures and uses, grew offended at their manners; He 
saw the avarice of age, the prodigality of youth, the 
quarrels of brothers, the treachery of friends, the 
frauds of layers, the i^p^flf^C^ :Qf ttif^mk, i\m kna- 
very of the poor, .an4 the depniviur of «1K These, 
as he saw and heard, he sp^e cif witii cotnplaint; 
and endeavoured by ft© g(?ntlqst a<J.?]aQjiil4jm^ to ex- 
cite men to goodijes^-'^r^ . 

.FmoA this plaee the elary is lont out ite the last 
paragraph ; which says, ' That he lived to a cqpi- 
tortleas ohi age, dcspdaed and Jaal^ by hc» neigh- 
boufis Jx» pretesuiing to be waser ^^d' better l^en 
tbofOMlv/es ; aad diat he <breathed out his soul m 
these iQemorabk ivordsy thai H^ tuAoiwoidd enjoy 
nuui^ friendsy and Uve kigppyin thavorld, should ^ 
dcjS^^.dumbf and bkndy laihifoUies and vices qfii.* 

'If .candour, humility $tiid am earaeat deiiire of in- 
atauetioniand ameaodment, were not the tdistingulsh- 
ing dharaetenatijce of the ^pcj^sent^ times,: this simple 
story had silenced me as an author. But when every 
day's ;e:!(penence sbaws mp, that 4wr young gende- 
men of fashion are iamentmg ^ every tavevn the 
fraikies, of their natures, and confessing to one an- 
otiber whose daiighters they hav^e rukied, and. whose 
wises they have coivupied ; Uiot.by way of booMing, 
as JBojoae have ig<&orai|tly ioKftgiued, putUx be re- 
proved and amended by their peoilent^ com- 
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panioiiSy when I observe too, ffom m almoet* 
blamable degree of modesty, they accuse them- 
selves of more vices than they have constitutions to 
commit ; I am led by a kind of impulse to this work ; 
which is intended to be a public repository for the 
real frailties of these young gentlemen, in order to 
relieve them from the necessity of such private con-^ 
fessions. 

The present times are no less favourable to me in 
another very material circumstance. It was the 
opinion of our ancestors, that there are few things 
more difficult, or that required greater skill and aa« 
dress, than the speaking properly of one's self. But 
if by speaking properly be meant speaking success- 
folly, the art is now as well known among us as that 
of printbg or of making gunpowder. 

Whoever is acquainted witn the writings of those 
eminent practitioners in physic, who make their ap> 
pearance either in hand-bills, or in the weekly or 
daily papers, will see clearly that there is a certain 
and invariable method of speaking of one^s self to 
every body's satisfaction. I shall therefore intro- 
duce my own importance to the public, as near as I 
can, in the manner and words of those gentlemen ; 
not doubting of the same credit, and the same ad- 
vantages. 

ADVSRTISSMEKT. 

To be spoke with every Thursday at Tally's head 
in Pall-Mali, Adam Fitz- Adam ; who after forty 
years' travel through all the parts of the known and 
unknown world ; fSter having investigated all sci- 
ences, acquired all languages, and entered into the 
deepest recesses of nature and the passions, is, at 
last, for the emolument and glory of his native 
country, returned to England; where he under- 
takes to cure all the diseases of the human mind. 
He cures lying, cheating, swearing, drinking, gam-> 
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ui|^ mmof 9 %Ad amUlioB, » ibe men ; a4d eBTy* 
slumi^r, coquelry, pnidcry, ^nnily, wjintoiinMs, 
IM»4 tDConttimcy* in tlue 'womev. He undertakesy 
^y in ^af^y pleMtwi, and jqpi^dy metbod, to get bns- 
bfiiidA for yowg maids* and good^hiunour lor old 
PQ^.. He JKi^tnicto wives, after the easiest and 
^w^ jfasbiGHQy i» die ait ^ pleasing, and widows 
in the art of mourning. He gives common seasfi 
(o philosopfaei^, .candour |o dispiilaats, Biodealy to 
^ritios, decency U> men of faabioa, and frugality tQ 
jUadesiaeo. For fortber partioidar^ inquise at tba 
plac^ above jnentipBedy pr of. any of ^e kings and 
priac^s in EM^pe> Asia, Africa, or Anieriea* 
. .N. 0. Tjbe doctor perfon|i9 biis operaliaDs by lepir 
tivfis and alt^ratjlvef : never japplyipg corrosive^, biift 
when inveterate ill bsbil;^ have Kejidered gentler qcien 

Ibodit teei£eet«ialf . . 

. HjEtving tb«s satisfied the public of my swaiiatg 
fit^il^es, and baving, 90 doqbt* rsised its cwAsitjr 
tp jan eji^traordinairy height, I sball de^c/^i s^l ai 
Ofic^> frpm my dpfi^torial. dignity, tP address Vft^ffiSA 
to my reader^ a^ the author of a we^y pap^r of 
{LoiyMaeipeQjt) palled The Worw), 
; Wy design ija tl^ paper k, to ridi«HJle. mth w-- 
yelty.a#d gppd hMPfWur, the fesjbipnp, follies, ?iQ^a, 
and absurdities, of that part of the huma^ speiQii^a 
which calls itself .t^ f^.a^P* wi. tP trace it through 

fill Atp busgiefls, pl^asui^s^ aiid afaus^men^r But 
tbpngb my subject? wiil xsW^fly mA^v» we u> tb© 
^Drn,J[dp^at^l^aa ueyer jto make a^QursipasintP ^ 
x^Q^anjtry ; (»i tb^ eojitrai^, ^baa i^^ profits. of Mxase 
ta(?utoratipnp hay^ iea^Ued o^ tp aat ttp a pneTboraa 
^^r, J.8baJI taiie frefueipi* c^aiioas ^f iaviting s^y 

render 4p a^spatju it,:awl pf ddwpg.him tp sc^pps 
iJ^purp air, |raBquilJM»yjand inapc^Qo^, frpm smokp, 

b^rrv, dpd ^rig^e. 

- . Tborje ar^ pnly I.wp suji^ft^ i^v«h> p^s ««ttei» 



mM al i^rimis I sAMl ^bSolhMy IHsclftim idh6h^ 
% ^)M^ ; add Ih^e af^ ttili^oii ithd politmd. the 
min^t df th^tb i^nld to b^ §o Ut^Wersally pra^^tised, 
lifid thtft Iafl§r dd g^nef allV tiiidet^tood^ that td ^tt- 
ftii^ thi^ the» bl' to e^plmtthe oihie^, would be to 
6SBSaA the ^6te b6dy of tny teadem. To say truth, 
I hkve #eri6lil reiMdiis for avoiding the first of theM 
imbj«ct<l> A weak kdrocMib may k>uin a good cause* 
And if religion c^ b^ defended by no better argu- 
ments than some. I have lately seen in the public 
papers and magazines, the wisest way is to say no- 
fbdig about it. 1^ relation to politics, I shall only 
deserve, that the minister is not yet ts6 thoroughly 
afequiiinted with tty abtiities al& to trust me with his 
IKsarels. The !moniiBnt he throws aside his feserte, 
t i^all tbtow asid^ lEufne, and make the public air 
wisfe as TfeyseMl 

My readers will', I hofp6, Excuse me, if ftereafter 
tliey should fiixd m^ *tery Sparing 6f mottos to these 
etosayi^. t know very Well thlit a little t«atin oir 
Greek, to th6sfe who utrderStaiid no lan^ag^ but 
English, is both satisfactory and entertainhag. It 
gives an air of dignity to a paper, and is a convin* 
dng proof that the author is a person of profound 
learning and erudition. But in the opinion of those 
who are in. the secret of such mottoa, the cui^omr is, 
as '^hakspeare' says, more honoured in the breach 
than the observance; a. motto being generally chosen 
after the essay is written, and hardly ever having 
dflBtiity ko it tiireWgh two pages together. Biit the 
trmdi is, I ^dCve a stronger l^easoh ft>r decliuing this 
MStokb : it is, (that the fellies I ititend frequently to 
tUBat of, atid^he chfen'acters I shallfrom tistfeto time 
ei^hibit to my reader, wiM te su6h as ^e Gveeitt 
ind Romans wei^ ^eutirely unacquainted wiUi. 

It may perhaps be expected, before I dismiss this 
{^sp^,4hiit I shDuM 'mkdd ^ litae n«»ti0e of tny in^e- 
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vioQB brother aiitliors» who are obliging ^e publio 
with their daily and periodical labouni. With all 
these gentlemen I desire to lite in peace, firiendsbip, 
and good neighbourhood ; or if any one of them 
■hall think proper to declajre war against me unpro* 
voked, I hope he will not insist upon my taking far* 
ther notice of hinii than only to say, as the old ser- 
geant did to his ensign who was beating him, J 6c- 
9ecchyour honour not to hurt jfounelfm 

ADTERTISEMEKT TO THE WITS. 

Whereas it is expected that the title of this paper 
will occasion certain quips, cranks, and conceits, .^t 
the Bedford a^d other coffee-houses in this town : 
this is therefore to give notice, that the words, this 
is a sad world, a vain world, ^ dull world, a wretched 
world, a trifling world, an ignorant world, a damned 
world ; or that I hate the world, am weary of the 
world, sick of the world, or phrases to the same ef- 
fect, applied to this paper, shall be voted, by all that 
hear them, to be without "wit, humour, or pleasantry, 
and be treated accordingly. 



N° 2. THURSDAY, JANUARY 11, 1753. 



It is an observation of Lord Bacon, ^ That the fame 
of Cicero, Seneca, and the younger Pliny, had scarce 
lasted to this day, or at least not so fresh, if it had 
not been joined with some vanity and boasting in 
themselves : for boasting (continues that«great writer) 
seems to be like varnish, that not only makes wood 
shine, but last.' 
How greatly are the moderns obliged to Lot4i 
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Bacon for giTing another reason for the success of 
tbo ancients, than superiority of merit I These gen- 
tlemen h^fe taken care, it seenis, to lay on Uieir 
varnish so extremely thick, that common wood has 
been mistaken for ebony, and ebony for enamel. 

But if the ancients owe all their reputation to 
their skill in varnishing, as no doubt they do, it ap- 
pears very wonderful, that while the art remains, it 
should be so totally neglected by modem authors ; 
especially when they experience every day^ thait fat 
want of this covering, die critics^ in the shape of 
worpnsy have eat into their wood, and crumbled it to 
powder. 

But to treat this matter plainly, and without a 
figure ; it is most certainly owing to the bashfulness 
l>f the moderns that their works are not held in 
higher estimation than those of the ancients. And 
dSs, I think, will be as apparent as any other truth, 
if we consider for a moment the nature and office of 
the people called critics. It is the nature of these 
people to be exceedingly dull ; and it is their office 
to pronounce decisively upon the merit and demerit 
of all works whatsoc^ver. Thus, choosing themselves 
into the said office, and happening to set out with- 
out taste, talents, or judgment, they have no way of 
guessing at the excellency of an author, but from 
^hat the said author has been graciously pleased to 
say of it himself: and as most <^ the modems are 
afraid of communicating to the public all that passes 
in their hearts on that subject, the critics, mistaking 
their reserve for a confession of weakness, have pro* 
nounced sentence upon their works, that they are 
good for nothing. Nor is it matter of wonder that 
they rproceed in this method : for by what mle of 
reason shoiild a man ^pect the good word of another 
who has nothing to say in favour of himself? 

To avoid therefore tbe eensure pf the critics, and 

XXVI. c 
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490 etigttge th^r Iqf^ptobatmn, I Mce this early oppois 
l»tiiity of assuring th^m that I have the pleasure of 
Btandhig extremely high In my own opidion ; and if 
I do not think proper to say with Horace, 

Sublimi feriam sidera vertice ; 

or with Ovi^, 

J«BM|ue <^U8 toeipi, q«od nee Jotis ist, irac ignes, 
2{ec,potMit ferrate, aec «dax abolere vetustas ; 

1tis>heeaase I<h(»osfe to ttn^^ vanity with hitnnility ; 
liiatiiig flotti^iines ibnnd that a roan may be too ar*^ 
90giat!t, as w-ell as too humble ; though it must a]* 
ways be acknowledged that in affairs of enterprise, 
iwhicihTequire stretigth, genitis, or activity, assurance 
will !suooeed ^ere iftodesty will fias!. 

' To «et ibrth the utility of blending these two vir- 
ioe», and ito 'exemplify in a particular instance the 
^superimty of assurance, as I begaii my 6rst paper 
with^ftdle, I^shall end this with a fable. 

Mofle^y, /the ^laa^ghter of Knowledge, and A«- 
«uvan<%, ihebffspringiof Ignorance, met accidentally 
ttpem tihe d-oad ; afnd as bolh liad a long way to go, 
«nd bad experienced, f¥om former hardships, ^at 
theywerfe alikte unc|ualified to purs>cie their journey 
ftlooe, tiiey ag^e^d, neliw^hst^andrng tiie opposition 
in their nattrres, to lay a^ide all animosities, and, for 
^eirmutoal advantage, to travel together. It vras 
in ^rcoontrv where therewere no inns for entertain- 
ment, so'thatto their own address, and to the hos- 
pitality of :the inhabitants, they were continually to 
be-^oWiged for provision and lodging. 

Assurance had never failed getting admittance to 
the 'houses of* the great ; but it had frequently been 
lier mis^tune to be turned out of doors, at a time 
whenishe was pfromiaing herself an elegant entertain- 
ment, or a bed of 'down toveUt upon. Modesty had 
tieen excluded from all &nch houses, and compelled 



tp» take shelter m the eollages of the poeir ; ivine, 
tkoogh she had leave to continue ai k»g as riw 
fdeaAedy a tnis& of straw had been her usual bied^ 
and roots or the coaraest provision her coastant re- 
paat. But as botb, by this aocLdevilal meeting, w&9, 
become friends and fellow-traveUers/ they entei^ 
tailed hopes of assisting each other, and o£ idiorteii- 
hig the way by dividing the careaof it 

Assurance, who was dressed lightly in a sumoMD 
silk and short petticoats, and who had soosethin^ 
oomnanding in her voice and presence, found the 
same ^a»y access as hefo«e to the. castles aad p^ 
laoes upon the way ; while. Modesty^ who foUowod 
in a russet gown» speaking low, and oaating hen 
oyes upon the g¥0aii4> was as usUal pushed bi^ h3i!r 
the p<3^tef at the gate^ till ]|i:troduced by her conwMn 
nion ; whose fasUonabW apjpearance and fainiliaB 
address got adn^sion for both. 

^d now, by tbei endeavours of each to suj^mt 
th^ o4ier, ih^ difSeultiee vamshed, mA they saw. 
themselves the &vouritQs of all companies, and the 
parties of their pleasure, festivals^and amusements* 
The sftllies of Assurance w#rc continually chedted 
by the dehoaey of Modesty, andtheblashes af.Mo^ 
desty were frequendy relieved by ib& vivacity of A*^ 
Huranoe ; who^ Ihotigh she was aomjstimes dbtoc^bed 
Ht h^ old pranks; whi^ always put hedr oampanioft 
Wt 4^ conntena^o^ was yet so awed by her pjre^ 
il^ce, as to stop short ^ «dfejice* 

'Hius in thfi j^ompony of Modesly , As^vanoe 
gsamid that reeeptiou sind esteem wbioh she had 
ivai^ly hoped for in her absence ; whilei Modesty, by 
sseni^iof her uew aoquaintancei kept the besij oo«h 
pany, feasted upQa delicacies^ and slept in. the -ehamn 
i>^xs of ftate, . Assi^sance, ii^eKt^ had iu oue parti- 
Dllter the ^seendancy over her oowpanjon ; fof if any 
i^m fLs^ed I^od^sty w^e dat)gbt#r she was, sh^ 

c2 . 
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blushed, and made no answer; while Assunmee 
took the advantage of her silence, and imposed lier« 
self upon the world as the offspring of Knowledge, 

In this manner did the travellers pursue their 
journey; Assurance taking the lead through thd 
great towns and cities, and apologising for the rus-» 
ticity of her companion ; while Modesty went fore^ 
most through the yiliages and hamlets, and excused 
the odd behaviour of Assurance, by presenting her 
as a courtier. 

It happened one day, after havmg measured a 
tedious length of road, that they came to a narrow 
river, which by a hasty swell had washed away the 
bridge that was built over it. As they stood upon 
the bank, casting their eyes upon the opposite shore, 
they saw at a little distance a magnificent castle, 
and a crowd of people inviting them to come ^ven 
Assurance who stopt at nothing, throwing aside the 
covepng from her limbs, plunged almost naked 
into the stream, and swam safbly to the other side* 
Modesty, ofiended at the indec^acy of her con^^ 
nion, and diffident of her own strength, would have 
declined the danger; but being urged by Assur^ 
ance, and derided for her cowardice by the people 
on tiie other side, she unfortunately ventured be^ 
yond her depth, and oppressed by her fears, as well 
as entangled by her clothes, which were boand 
tightly about her, immediately disappeared, and was 
driven by the current none knows whither* It is said> 
indeed, that she was afterward taken up alive by a 
fisherman upon the English coast, and that shortly 
she will be brou^t to the metropolis, and shewn to 
the curious of both sexes with the surprising Oromiio 
Savage, and the xoonderful PantheT'Mare^ 

Assurance, not in the least daunted, pursued her 
journey alone; and though not altogether as sue* 
cessfully as with her companion^ yet having learnt 



sft fuirliciilar tomfmnts, and upon partaoiilar 9ce^ 
memB, to 9ssame the .au: and manner of Modest^^ 
she was received kindly at eyery house ; and at last 
•rnving at the end of her travels, she faeeamea yerj 
gieat lady, axidjroae to be first maid of hemmr to 
tiio 4^660 of the country. 
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' To Ma JFi!hBKAj>ifeU* 

i *&CR, 

< If J bad imdin^ioo and ahiJfty to do die orveUeei 
I thing 4ip(m eafth to the fnan i hated, I -miv^d lay 
him ujidet A^. neoosaitf of boirowring money of a 
' friend. 

* You are. to Jmow, Sir, diat I asn curate of « parish 
^jvithin t^n miioft of town, at forty pounds per aa^ 
nuw ; • that I am fiyerand-thirty years old, and that i 
hfiife a wife andjiwo diildren. My father, who was a 
eiergyma» of ^ome note in the ooumtry , unfortucately 
difi^ 90(^ after I came from goUeg^, and left) me 
master of seventeen hundred pounds. With this ««m, 
Tvhftph I thought a very great one, I came up to town, 
took lodgings in Leicester-Fields, put a nanow lace 
upoia my frock, learnt to dance of Denoyer, bought 
my sbipes of Tull, my sword of Becket, my hat.of 
Wagner, and my ^nuff-box of Deard. la short I enn 
lof^a i^ the spirit of taste, and was looked upon 
^ a f^hionable ycmng fellow. I do not mean that 
I yr^a really so, aecording to the town-acceptation 
^ th^ ^[^ ; for I had as great an aversion to infir 
delity, libertinism, gaming, and drunkenness, aatho 

Vi9fiit uQ&sliioQ^te mioi^iTe. All that my enemies, 

c 3 
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iWy whit it DNMre, all that my frieads, can aay agWMit 
me^ ia» that in my dress i rather imitated die cox« 
comb than the sloven ; that I preferred good com- 
pany to reading the fathers ; that I liked a dinnet 
at the tarem better than one at a private house ; 
that I was oftener at the play than at eveDUig 
prayers; that I usually went from the play to the 
tavern again ; and that in five years' time I spent 
every shilling of my fortune. They may also add, if 
they please^ as the climax of my follies, that when I 
was worth nothing myself, I married the most sOni- 
able woman in the world, without a penny to her 
fortune, only because we loved each other to dis- 
traction, and were miserable asunder. 

* To the whole of this charge I plead |u9ty ; and 
have most heartily repented of every article of it ex- 
cept the last: I am, indeed, a litUe appr^hentft^ 
that my wife is my predominant passion, and diat 
I shall carry it with me to the grave. 

*I had contracted an intimacy at college with a 
young fellow, whose taste, age, and inclinations, 
were exactly suited to my own. Nor did this inti- 
macy end with our studies ; we renewed it in town; 
and as our fortunes were pretty equal, and both of 
us our own masters, we lodged in the same houses 
dressed in the same manner, followed the same di-> 
versions, spent all we had, and were ruined together. 
My friend, whose genius was for more enterprising 
than mine, steered his course to the West Indies, 
while I entered into holy orders at home, and was 
ordained to the curacy above mentioned. 

'At the end of two years I married, as I told you 
before ; and being a wit as well as a parson, I n^e 
a shift by pamphlets, poems, sermons, and surplice 
fe^s, to increase my income to about a hundred a 
year. 

^ I think I shall pay a coitiplimeat to my wife*i^ 
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economy, when I assure yoi), tfaift naturithstHMJjpg 
the naiTOwness of our fortane, we did not run out 
above ten pounds a year : for if it be ccmsidered that 
we had both been used to company and good living; 
that the largest part of our income was {Nrecariousy 
and consequently if we stanred ourselves we were 
not sure of laying up ; that as an author I was vain, 
and as a parson ambitious; always imagining that 
my wit would introduce me to the minister, or my 
orthodoxy to the bishop; and exclusive of these 
circumstances, if it be also considered that we were 
generous in our natures,. and charitable to the poor. 
It will be rather a wonder that we spent so little. 

' It is now ^ve years and & quarter since our mar- 
riage ; in all which time I have been running in debt 
wiuiout a possibility of helping it* Last Qiiistmas 
I took a survey of my circumstances, and had the 
mortification to find that I was fifty-one. pounds fif- 
teen shillings worse than nothing. The uneasiness 
I felt upon this discovery determmed me to sit down 
and write a tragedy. J soon found a fable to my 
mindy and was making a considerable progress in the 
work, when I received intelligence that my old friend 
and companion was jiist returned from Jamaica, 
where he had married a planter's widow of immense 
fortune, buried her, and farmed out the estate she 
had left him for two thousand pounds a year upon 
the Exchange of London. 

* I rejoiced heartily at this news, and took the first 
opportunity of paying my congratulations upon so 
happy an occasion. As I was dressed for this visit 
in very clean canonicals, my friend, who possibly 
had connected the idea of a good living with a good 
cassoc, received me with the utmost complaisance 
and good-humour ; and after having testified his joy 
at seeing me, desired to be informed of my fortune 
and preferment. I gave him a particular account 
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of tdl llMtt hikd happened to mesince o«r fiepir&doii ; 
«nd «oiicliided with a rerj biimt request, that he 
wonid lefid me fifty gumeas to pay mj dd^s with, 
«Bad to make me ^ happiest carate within the bills 
«f mortality. 

^ As there Was something eurioos in my frieiKTs 
answer to tlus request, I shall give it to you word 
for word, as near as I can remember it; marking the 
whole speech in italics, that my own interruptions 
may not be mistaken. 

Fifty gmmM ! And «o yow hene run yourself in debt 
Jifiy^two pounds itnnfdUings! WithiB, a Tery trifle, Sin 
Ayy o^, I fuean m. Fifty guineas is the sum you want ; 
xmd perhaps 'you vmM think it hard if! refised knd- 
-mg it. I should indeed. I knew you would. Lei 
fne see (going to the escrttoir^) Can ^/ou change me 
o hundred pmimd note? Who, I Sir? You surprise me. 
Her-e John ! (enters John) get flange for a hundred 
pound note : I want f o lend this genthnum some money 
^^Or — no, no; I shan't want you (Exit John). J 
believe I have forty guineas in my pocket. Yon may 
get the other ten somewhere else. One, two, three-^ 
Ay, there are Just forty guineas. And pray, StTytohen 
do you intend to pay me? I had rather be excused, 
Sir, from taking any ; I did not expect to be iso mor^ 
tified. Extra^agaTice, Sir, is the sure road to morti" 
fieation, J must detd plainly -with you. - He that lends 
his money has a right to deal piawfy. You began the 
world with about two thomand pounds in your pocket. 
'Seventeen hundred, Sir. And these seventeen hundred 
pounds, I think, lasted you ebmt jhe years. True, 
Sir. Fvce times three are fifteen. Ay, you Hved at the 
rate of about three hundred and fifty pounds a year. 
After this, as you teU me yoursdf, you turned curate : 
and because forty pounds <i year was an immense sum, 
you very prudently fell in hve and married a beggar. 
Do you think, Sir,, thai if I had intended 4o ^airry a 
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beggar^ I should have spent rmf fortune as I did t No^ 
Sir; I married a woman of fortune^ great fortune ; 
and so might your^What hindered you ? But 1 say no^ 
thing against your xoife* I hope you are both heartily 
sorry that you ever saw one another^s faces. Are your 
children boys or girls ? Girls, Sir. And I suppose I 
am to portion them ? But I must teU you once for aUf 
Sir^ that this is the last sum you must expect from Me, 
1 have proportioned my expenses to my estate^ and will 
not be made uneasy by the extravagance of any man 
Jiving. I have two thousand a year^ and 1 spend two 
thousand. If you have but forty, I see no occasion for 
your spending more than forty, I have a sincere regard 
for you^ and J think my actions have proved it ; hut a 
gentleman who knows you very welly told me yesterday , 
that you ioert an expensive^ thoughtless^ extravagant 
young fellow, 

* I know not to what length my friend wonld have 
extended his harangue ; hut as 1 had ahready heard 
enough^ I laid the forty guineas upon the tahie, and» 
like Lady Townly in the play, taJdng a great gulp, 
and swauowing a wrong word or two, left the room 
without speaking a syllable. 

' I have now laid aside my tragedy, and am writing 
a comedy, called The Friend. I do not know that 
I. have wit enough for such a performance ; but if it 
be damned, it is no more than the author (though a 
patson) will consent to be, if ever he makes a second 
attempt to borrow money of a friend. 

Your taking proper notice of this letter will oblige 
Your humble servant and admirer, T. H/ 

To gratify my correspondent, I have published his 
letter in the manner I received it But I must en- 
treat the next time I have the favour of hearing from 
him, that he wiU contrive to be a little more new in 
his subject ; for I am fully persuaded, that ninety* 
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mHe out of erery hundred, as wefi clergy as l^kkj, 
whokave borrowed money of their friends, have been 
treated exactly m the same manner. ' 
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To the eAtertainment of my fair readers, aod to 
recommead to them an old-fashioned virtue, called 
brudence, I shall devote this and a following paper.. 
If the %tory I am going to tell them should deservcL 
their apprd>ation, they are to thank the husband and 
wife from whom I had it ; aitdwho are desirous^ this 
day, of being the readers of their own adventiU'CS. . 

An eminent merchant in the city, whose feal 
name I shall conceal under that of Wilson, was 
married to a lady of considerable fortune and more 
merit. They lived happily together for some years^ 
with nothing to disturb them but the want of chil*- 
dren. The husband, who saw himself rioher every 
day, grew impatient for an heir ; and as time father 
lessened than increased the hopes of one, he became 
by degrees indifferent, and at last averse to his wifok 
IThis change in his affection was the heaviest afflie- 
tion to her ; yet so gentle was her disposition, that 
she reproached him only with her tears : and seldom 
with those, but when up^raidings and ill-usage made 
her unable to restrain them. 

It is a maxim with some married philosophers,, 
that the tears of a wife are apt to wash away pity 
from the heart of a husband. Mr. Wilson will pazi« 
don me if 1 rank him, at that time, among these 
philosophers. He had lately hired a lodging in the 
<x>imtry> at a small diatsMiice from town, whither he 



-usindty rmlred in tb« fev^Muig, to avoid {u lie cftlted 

it) die persecijrtioii8 c^his w&. 

'in iMs cruel separatioti, and widi4ytt cOttiplai&t^ 
«he paiMsed away a twelvemonth; seldom seeing hiift 
Imt when business required his attendance at home, 
4Bid never sleeping with him. At the end of whiob 
ttinre, however, his behavtottry in appearance, grcfw 
4uir<^r ; he saw her o^taoer, and began to speak to her 
<with tenderness ^nd compassion. 

One morning, after he iiad taken an obfigin^leaif^ 
4if iier, to pass the day at bis country lodgings, ake 
qpaid a visit to a friend at the other end of the town; 
•«nd stopping in her way home at a threfid-«liop m 
21 by-stveet near St. James's, she saw Mr. Wilson 
iCTOftsing the way, and afterward knocking at the 
.door of a genteel house oirer-agai&«t her, whidi was 
opened by a servant in 'livery, and immediailely shut, 
•without ia'word being spoken* As ihe manner of his 
<entEmQioe, and her not Knowing he bad an acquMnt^ 
.anoe> in that street, a little alariued her, she inquired 
^ ihe itfhop^ woman- if she knew the genidemaia who 
•lived in the opposite- house. ' You have just seen 
iiini go in M^dam/ replied the woman. * His name 
is Boberts, and a mighty good gentleman, they say, 

beds. His lady ' At those worcls Mis. Wikoa 

dhanged colour, and interrupting he r * ■ ■** His lady. 

Madam ! 1 thought that-t — Will you give-me a 

glass of'wafter? This walk has so tired me — .-^ 

J^ay give me a glass of water 1 am quite faint 

with .£itigue.' The good woman of the shop Tin 
feMscaelf forthe water, and by thie additional help of 
some hartshorn diat was at hand, Mrs. Wilson be^ 
came, in appearance, tolerably composed. She then 
looked over the threads she wanted, and having de* 
sired a coach might be sent for, * I believe,' saidshe, 
* yoii wese quite frightened to see me look so pale ; 
hot I^had waiked aigseat way, and .should eerMu^y 
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have faiated if I had not atqppad into your shop*'— *- 

* But you were talking of Ihe gentleman over the 
way' — ^ I fancied I knew him; but his name is 
Roberts, you say. Is he a married mau, pray?*— 

* The happiest in the worMr Madam,' return^ the 
thread woman, ^ he is. wonderfully fond of children, 
and to his great joy his lady is now lying-in of 
her first child, which is to be diristened this eveor 
ing ; and as fine a boy^ they say it is, as ever was 
seen/ At this moment, and as good fortune would 
have it, for the saving a seccmd dose^of haitshom, 
the coach that was sent for came to the door : into 
which Mrs. Wilson immediately stepped, after hesir 
tatin^ an apology for the trouble she had gtveir; 
and in which coach we shall leave her to return 
home, in an agony of grief which herself has told 
me she was never able to describe. 

The readers of thia little history have been inr 
fonaed that Mr. Wilson had a country lodging, to 
which he was supposed to retire almost evcrgr even*, 
ing since his disagreement with his wife : but in^et^ 
it was to his house near St* James's that he ison*- 
stantly went. He had indeed hired the lodgings 
above mentioned, but from another motive th^ 
merely to shun his wife. The occasion was this : 

As he was sauntering one day through the Bird* 
cisige-walk in the Park, he saw a young woman sit- 
ting alone upon one of the benches, who, though 
plsunly, was neatly dressed, and whose air and man- 
ner distinguished her from the lower class of women. 
He drew nearer to her without being perceived, and 
saw in her countepance, which innocence and beauty 
adorned, the. most composed melancholy that can be 
imagined. He stood looking at her for some time: 
which ahe at last perceiving, started from her seat 
in some confusion, and endeavoured to avoid him: 
The fear of losing her gave him courage to speak 
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to ker. He begged pardon for distnrbiiig her, mtd 
excased his cnriositj by her extreme beautj, and the 
melancholy that was mixed with it. 

It is observed by a very wise author, whose name 
and book I forget, that a woman's heart is neter so 
brim-full of affliction, but a little flattery will insi- 
nuate itself into a comer of it; and as Wilson was 
a handsome fellow, with an easy address, the lady 
was soon persuaded to replace herself upon the 
bench, and to admit him at her side. Wilson, who 
was really heart-struck, made her a thousand pro- 
testations of esteem and friendship ; ccmjuring her lo 
tell hun if his fortune or senrices could contribute 
to her happiness, and vowing never to leave her, till 
•he made him acquainted with die cause of her con- 
cern. 

Here a short pause ensued; and alter a deep sigh 
and a stream of tears, the lady began thus : 

' If, Sir, you are the gentleman your appearance 
speaks you to be, I shall thank Heaven that I have 
found TOU. I am the unfortunate widow of an of- 
ficer who was killed at Dettingen. As he was only 
a lieutenant, and his commission all his fortune, I 
mairied him against a mother's consent, for which 
she has disclaimed me. How I loyed him, or he 
me, as he is eone for ever fr<Mn me, I shall forbear 
to mention, uough I am unable to forget. At my 
return to Engf and (for I was the constant follower 
ofiiis fortunes) i obtained, with some difficulty, the 
allowance of a subaltern's widow, and took lodgings 
at Chelsea. 

* In this retirement I wrote to my mother, ac- 
quainting her with my loss and poverty, and desiring 
her forgiveness for my disobedUence ; but the cruel 
answer I received from her determined me, at all 
events, not to trouble her again. 

' I lived upon this slender allowance with all ima? 
xxvx. p 
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gina)]fe.thnft,.till an old officer, a itimd if my kis^ 
handyidifHsovered me at churchy «iid laade me arait. 
To diis gentleman's bounty J ha^re long ;beeii u^ 
debted for an annuity of twenty pounds, in quartei'ly 
fMLyments. As he was punctual in these jpaymentSy 
^luch.were always made me the mooning Ibey be^ 
«ame.due, and yesterday being quadrter-day, I won- 
dered I neither saw him nor heard from him. £arly 
this imoming I walked from Chelsea to un(|uire f(pir 
him at his lodgings in FaU-Mall; but how ^hfU I 
tell you, Sir, the news Llearpt there ? — This friend 1 
Ihis generous aod disiatenested fri$»d! W9» killed 
tyBsterday)in .a -duel in -Hyde-rpark:* She stopped 
jhere. to give .vent to a torrent of tears, and then.pro- 
^leeded. ^ I waA so stunned at tjbis intelligenoe that 
I knew not whither to go. CKance more than 
4hbiee brought m^ to this place,; where i^ I have 
found a jMnefaotor-^-ead; indeed. Sir, I liaye need of 
jime — I shall call itthe.haf^iestacdd^al pf my life/ 
Th6 widpw ended, her .stpcy, .w)u<ih was liten^y 
4i:tte, ;in «a engaging .^md intecestiog a m^ner., that 
^Wifeen WMS gone jm age ^ia tlove in a few^min^t^* 
JiofthiuEik^Ser for tlve coi^yence ishe,.bad placed 
«n him, .apjd swofe.'nevefitodesevt 'her. Qe |ben 
ffequQsted thehompitr of atjtefiding her. home, to 
««bibfa she readily. cMifien^d, .walking with .him to 
fiuckingham^at^ Mjbere.a coach was .called, which 
eonvey^d them to Chelsea. . Wilson dined (With h^ 
Ibat i&y , and took lodgings in the same bouse» call- 
ing, himsdf Roberts, apd, a: jingle man* These were 
the lodgings I have mentioned before;. inhere, by 
unbpunded: generosity apd constant assiduitie^^-he 
triumphed in aiew. weeks qverithe lionour of this 
jfeir widow. 

: I.shall stop a moment , here, tp pautiontho^ vir- 
tuous widows who axe^my reader^^. against ..top Ji<asty 
a.disbe}i^:crf''thts ^veotJ If tbeyMpli»S^>tp:OQP»ider 



the 8ituati6tt'6f tins lady, witli pbviBrty fb alkfm, gra-^ 
iittidle to in6?!6', and a handsome fellow to in^ame. 
Hie J will all<m that in a world near six tliousand* 
years^ oM, one such insrtance of frailty, even iri» a 
yoiniff and beanttfttl- widow, may possibly have hap- 
pened. Biit to go on With my story. 

The effects of this inlamacy Were soon visible in 
ihe ladys shape ; a circumstance* that greatly afdded 
to the Mippiness Of Wilson. He determined to re^* 
move her to town ; and accordingly took the hdifs^ 
near 9t James's, where Mrs. Wilson had seen him 
ent^r, and where his mistress, who passed id' the 
tt^ighfiomrhood for his wife, at ^at time lay-i&. 
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[Gondhswn of ihe Starif of Mra, fVUsonJ], 

I RjETURN .now to Mrs. Wilson, whom we left in a 
hacknej^tdoaeh, ^oing to her own house, in all the 
misery. of de^pftit and jealousy. It was happy fof 
het that her constittitioin was good, and her resoltm 
lion equal to it ; for she has &tteQ told mfe that she 
pasiMid the night of that day in a condition fittle 
better than madness. 

In the morning her htrsbanil retuifned; and as hill 
heart was happy, and without suspicicms of a diff-* 
t?6very, he was more than utmally compliEUsant t6 
he*. She received his civilities with her accustomed 
dheeHtlliiess 5 and finding that business would de- 
laiii him in the city for some hours, she deteivihii^d^ 
iHiatev^ dii»tt^d9 it might ocdai^db her, to p^y an 
{ta[im«ditf1$e visft to his mistress, and to wait tber^. 
t^ fild^'sawhitt). For thi» ^urpos^ jll)»i» erdei^df a 
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coach to be called^ a&d in h^ bandtomest undiess, 
and with the most composed countenance, she drove 
directly to the house^ She inquired at ihe door if 
Mr« Roberts was within; and being answered no, 
but that he dined at home, she asked after his lady, 
and if she was well enough to see company ; adding, 
that as she came a great way, and had business with 
Mr. Roberts, she would be glad to wait for him in 
his lady's apartment. The servant ran immediately 
up stairs, and as quickly returned with a message 
ttota his mistress, that she would be glad to ase her. 

Mrs. Wilson confesses that at this moment, not- 
withstanding the re;3olution she had taken, her spirits 
totally forsook her, and that she followed the servant 
with her knees knocking together, and a face paler 
jthan death. She entered the room where the lady 
was sitting, without remembering on what errand 
she came ; but the sight of so much beauty, and the 
elegance that adorned it brought every thmg to her 
thoughts, and left her with no other power than to 
fling herself into a chair, from which she instantly 
fell to the ground in a fainting fit. 

Hie whole house was alarmed upon this occasion, 
and every one busied in assisting the stranger ; but 
most of all the mistress, who was indeed of a hu- 
mane disposition, and who, perhaps, had other 
thoughts to disturb her than tne mere feelings of 
humanity. In a few minutes, however, and with the 
proper applications, Mrs. Wilson began to recover. 
She looked round her with amazement at first, not 
recollecting where she wais ; but seeing herself sup- 
ported by her rival, to who84s care she was so much 
obliged, and who, in the tenderest distress was in- 
quiring how she did, she felt herself relapsing into 
a second fit* It was now that she exerted w the 
courage she was mistress of, which, together with a 
flood of tears that, came to her relief, enabled her 



(Wheti the i^dltftft irete witbdf awn) tc^be^ «(8 Ibl- 
low«: 

* I ant> itide^d) Madatn, ail uiifbM:anfttd UtomkOf 
and subject to thene fit§; but ^11 neve^ again be 
Hhe oecaeiOB 6f tnmbk in this hotfeei You Cere a 
loTely "^oiAm, and deiierte td be happy ih tbe best 
^ liu«bandi». I hav^ a husband too ; but his nff^t* 
tions are gone from me. He i^ not unknown to 
Mr. Rob^lits, thouglk unfortunately i am. It was 
ibir his advitii and assistance that I made this visit ; 
and not finding hhn at home, I begged admittance 
tb his lady, whdm I longed to see and U} convei*se 
with.' — ' Me, Madam I' answered Mrs. 'Roberts, witfa 
some emotion^ * hiBul you heard any thing of me V-^ 
* That you were such aft I have found you^ Madam/ 
lulled the stranget, * and had made Mr. Roberts 
happy in « fine boy. May I see him> Madam ? I 
shall love him for his father'^ sake.' — * His father, 
Madam !* retnmed the mistress of the* house, * his 
fkther, did you say ? I atti mifttakien then : I thought 
you had been a stranger 4o him/— *>' To his person, 
I 01^/ said Mrs. Wilson, ^ bat not to his character; 
and therefore I shall be fond of the little creature, 
if it is not too mudi trouUo, Madam, I beg to be 
obliged/ 

Tbe importomty of iAis request, the faintiii|g at 
Arst, and die s^tled concern of this Unknown visitor, 
gave Mrs. Roberts the moirt farming fears. She 
had, however, t^ presence of mind to go herielf for 
tiie child, and to watch without witaes^es Ihie behar 
vioar of the stranger. Mrs. WHson took it in her 
arms, and bursting into tears, said, ^ 'Tis a sweet 
boy. Madam ; would I had such a h&j ! Had he 
been m>nie, I had been happy !*« With these words, 
and in an agony of grief and tenderness, which she 
endeavoured to restrain, she ibaseecl Hxe ehiki, and 
returned it to its fnother. 

D 3 
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It'wai happy for thatlady that sbe had an ezcuie 
to leave the room. She had seen and heard what 
made her shudder for herself; and it was not till 
some minttteSy after having delivered the infant to 
its nurse, ths^t'she had resolution enough to return. 
They hoth sealed themselves i^ain, and a melan* 
choly silence followed for sometime* At last Mrs. 
Roberts began thus : 

^ You are unhappy. Madam, that you have no 
child; I pray heaven that mine be not a grief to me. 
But I coi))ure you, by the goodness that appears in 
you, to acquaint me with your story i. Periiaps it 
concerns me ; I have a prc^etic heart that teUs me 
it does. But whatever I may suffer, or whether I 
live or die, I will be just to you.' 

Mrs. WUson was so affected with this generosity^ 
that she possibly had discovered herself it a loud 
knocking at the door, and immediately after it the 
entrance of her husband into the room, had not pre* 
vented her. He was moving towards his mistress 
with the utmost cheerfulness, when the sight of her 
visitor fixed him to a spot, and struck him with an 
astonishment not to be described. The eyes of both 
ladies were at once rivetted to his, wnich so in- 
creased his confusion, that Mrs. Wilson, in pity to 
what he felt, and to relieve her companion, spoke to 
him as follows : — * I do not wondiur. Sir, that you 
are surprised at seeing a perfect stranger in your 
house ; but my business is with the master of it ; 
and if you will oblige me with a hearing in another 
room, it will add to &e civilities which your lady has 
entertained me vrith.' 

Wilson, who expected^ another kind of greeting 
from his wife, was so revived at her prudence, that 
his powers of motion began to return ; and, quitting 
the room, he conducted her to a parlour below stairs* 
They were no sooner entered into this parlour, than. 
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the husband thiew himself into a chair, fixing his 
eyes upon the ground, while the wife addressed hiin 
in these words : 

* How I have discovered your secret, or how the 
discovery has tormented me, I need not tell you. 
It is enough for you to know that I am miserable for 
ever. My business with you is short; I have only 
a question to ask, and to take a final leave of you 
in this world. Tell me truly then, as you shall an- 
swer it hereafter, if you have seduced this lady un* 
der false appearances, or have fallen into guilt by 
the temptations of a wanton V — < I shall answer you 
presently/ said Wilson ; ' but first I have a question 
for you. Am I discovered to her ? And does she 
know it is my wife I am now speaking to ?' — ' No, 
upon my honour/ she replied; ' her looks were so 
amiable, and her behaviour to me so gentle, that I 
had no heart to distress her. If she has guessed at 
what I am, it was only from the concern she saw me 
in, which I could not hide from her/ — * You have 
acted nobly then,' returned Wilson, ' and have 
opened my eyes at last to see and to admke you. 
And now, if you have patience to bear pie, you shall 
know all.' 

He then told her of his first meeting with this 
lady, and of every circumstance that had happened 
since ; concluding with his determinations to leave 
her, and with a thousand promises of fidelity to his 
wife, if she generously consented, after what had 

happened, to receive him as a husband. * She 

must consent,'^ cried Mrs. Roberts, who at that mo- 
ment opened the door, and burst into the room; ' she 
must consent. You are her husband, and may 
command it. For me. Madam,' continued she, turn- 
ing to Mrs. Wilson, * he shall never see me more. 
I have mjured you through ignorance, but will atone 
fdr it to the utmost. He is your husband, Madam» 
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and yon hiiist receive hini; I hatrie Hfttened to what 
has passed, and am liow hete to join my entreatfetr 
with his, that you may be happy for ever.' 

To relate all that \^a6 said upon this occasion, 
would be to extefad m^ story to an6ther paper. 
Wilson was all submission slnd acknowledgmeiit ; 
the wife cried and ddubted, and thfe widow vowed 
an eternal separation. To be as short as possible, 
the harmony of the married couple was fixed fh)ta 
that day. The widow was handsomely provided fbr, 
and her child, at the request of Mrs. Wilson, tkken 
hoikie to her own house ; where at the end of a year 
she wa's so happ^, after all her distresses, as to pr^. 
isent him with a sister, with nHiom he is to divide his 
father's fortune. His mother retired into the coun- 
try, and, two years after, was married to a gentle- 
man of great worth ; to whom-, on hi)3 first proposals 
to her, she related ^very circumstance of her story. 
The boy pays het a visit every year, ahd h now with 
his sister upon 6ne 6f the^e visits. Mr. Wilson i^ 
)>erfectly happy in his wife, and has sent me, in his 
oWn hand, (his moral to his story : 

* That though pnrdence and generosity may not 
always be sufficient to hold the heart of a husband, 
^et a constant perseverance in them wiil, one time or 
other, mo^t deitainly regain it.' 
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Totam muaduni agit histrio. . 

* To Mr. Pitz-Adam. 

•SIR, 
* As you have chosen the whole world for your pro- 
vitide, 6ne may reaBOtiably suppose, that you wiU 
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aot neglect that epitome of it, the theatre. Most of 
your predecessors have bestowed their favourite 
pains upon it ; the learned and the critics (generally 
two very distin^ {lenominations of men) have em- 
ployed many^^^ursfand much paper in comparing 
the ancient an^ ir^pdern stage. I shall not under- 
take to decide a question which seems to me so im- 
possible to be determined, as which have ipost me* 
rit, plays written in a dead language, and which we 
can only read ; or such as we every day see acted 
inimitably, in a tongue familiar to us, and adapted 
to our comiaon ideas and customs. The only nre-* 
ference that I shall pretend to give to the modem 
stage over Greece and Rome, rektes to the subject 
of the present letter: I mean the daily progress we 
make towards natufe. This will startle any bigot 
to Euripides^who perhaps will immediately demand^, 
whether Juliet's^ nurse be a more natural gossip than 
Electra's or Medea's. But I did not hint at the re- 
presentation of either persons or characters. The im« 
provement of nature, which I had in view, alluded 
to those excellent exhibitions of the animate or in* 
animate part of the creation^ which ave furnished by 
the worthy philosophers Rich and Garrick; the 
latter of whom has refined on his competitor ; and 
haying perceived that art in« become so perfect 
that it was necessary to mimic it by nature, he has 
happily introduced a cascade of real water. 

^ I know there are persons of a systematic turn, 
who affirm that the audience are not delighted with 
this beautiful waterfall, from the reality of the ele. 
ment, but merely because they are pleased with the 
novelty of any^ thing that is out of its proper place. 
Thus they tell you that the town is charmed with a 
genuine cascade upon the stage, and was in raptures 
last year with one of tin at VauxhalL But this is 
certainly prejudice; the world, Mr. Fttz-Adam,,. 
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though never sated with shaw, is sidk of fictioii. I 
foresee the time approaching, when dielusion will not 
be suffered in any part of the drama : the inimitable 
Serpent in Orpheus and Eurydice, and the amorous 
Ostrich in the Sorcerer, shall be replaced by real 
monsters from Afric. It is well knowii' that the 
pantomime of the Genii narrowly escaped being 
damned, on my Lady Maxim's observing very judi^ 
ciously, tfiat the brick-kiln was horridly executedy' and 
did not smell at all like one, 

* When this entire castigation of improprieties is 
brought about, the age will do justice to one of th^ 
first reformers of the stage, Mr. Gibber, who at?- 
tempted to introduce a taste fol: real nature in his 
Gtesar itf Egypt, and treated'the andieii<6e with real 
— not sWans indeed, for that would have been tod 
bbld an attempt in the dawn of truiA^, but very ^et»- 
isonable g^^e. The iAventor, KAte- otHef oriiginal 
geniuses, was treated ill by a barbarous «^ge : yet \ 
can vfenture to affirm, that a stricter adlrerence to 
reality wduld have saved even those times from* being 
shocked by absti^dkte^, always mcldental to fictfom 
I mfyself remember, how, much about that era, the 
great Seneshio, representing Alexander at the siege 
Of Oxydr^tt, do far forgot him^lf 'm the heat of 
toiiqtiest, as to stick his sword in one of the paste* 
board stones of the wall of tfee^ tow^, a*d bore H in 
triumph • before him as he entered the breach ; d 
puerility so retfowned a general could ffever have 
committed, if the ramparts had been built, fts in tiii^ 
enlightened age they would be, of actual britgk wad, 
stone. 

^ Willyou forgive an elderly man, Mr. Fitz-Adam, 
if he cadflot help recollecting bother passage i^H^ 
happened in his youth,^ai»d t€^ the s^me excellent 
penormeH He was stepping inter Armida'is '<(m 
cbaMbd bark ; but treading short (as h« was niofe 
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fitteative tb the accoffipaniment qi ihe orchestra than 
%o the breadth of the shore) he fell prostrate, ar^d 
lay for some time in great pain, with the edge of a 
.wave running into his side. In the present state of 
things, the worst that could have happened to him, 
would have been drowning ; a fate far more be- 
coming Rinaldo, espeoially in the sight of a British 
la^diencel 

If you will allow me to wander a little from the 
stage, I shall observe that this pursuit of nature is 
not confined to the theatre, but operates where one 
should least expect to meet it, in our fashions. The 
fair part of the creation are shedding all covering of 
the head, displaying their unveiled charming tresses, 
xind if I may say so, are daily moulting the rest of 
-their clothes. What lovely fall of shoulders, whjat 
ivory ■ necks, what snowy. breasts in all the pride of 
nature, are continuaUy divested of ^rt and orn/^- 
ment? 

In gardei^ii^g, tbe^sa^le love of natujre prevails. 
Clipped hedges, aYenu,es, regular pj^t^i^i^is, Straight 
canals have been for some time^very pro|^rly ex- 
.pLoded. There is not a citizen whp dpes not take 
more pains to ^rtuce his apfe .a^id half iuto irregu- 
larities, than he formerly would .have employed to 
make it as formal as his cravat. Kent,, the frieod of 
mature, was the Calvin of this reformation ; but like 
.the other chaix^pion of truth, after having routed 
-tinsel and tru$)pery, with the true zeal of a founder 
of a sect, he pushed his discipline to the deformity 
of r holiness ; not content, with banishing symmetry 
.xind regularity, he imitated nature even in her ble- 
mishes, and planted dead trees and mole-hills, in 
opposition to parterres and quincuqxes. 

The last branch of our fashions into which the 
close observation of nature has been introduce^d^is 
our dB§8t$i[ts ; a subject I ^ have, not room, now to 
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treat at large, but which yet demands a few words, 
and not improperly in this paper, as I see them a 
little in the light of a pantomime. Jellies, biscuits, 
sugar-plumbs, and creams have long given way to 
harlequins, gondoliers, Turks, Chinese, and shep- 
herdesses of Saxon china. But these, unconnected, 
and only seeming to wander among groves of curled 
paper and silk flowers, were soon discovered to be 
too msipid and unmeaning. By degrees whole mea- 
dows of cattle, of the same brittle materials, spread 
themselves over the whole table ; cottages rose in 
sugar, and temples in barley-sugar; pigmy Nep- 
tunes in cars of cockle-shells, triumphed over oceans 
of looking-glass, or seas of silver tissue ; and at length 
the whole system of Ovid's metamorphoses succeed- 
ed to all the transformations which Chloe and other 
great professors had introduced into the science of 
hieroglypiiic eating. Confectioners found their trade 
moulder away, while toymen and china-shops were 
the only fashionable purveyors of the last stage of 
poUte entertainments. Women of the first quality 
came home from Chenevix's laden with dolls and 
t>abies, not for their clnldren, but their housekeeper. 
At last even these puerile puppet-shows are sinking 
into disuse, and more manly ways of concluding 
our repasts are established. Gigantic figures suc- 
<;eeded to pigmies. And if the present taste con- 
tinues, Rysbrack and other neglected statuaries, who 
might have adorned Grecian saloons, though not 
Grecian desserts, may come into vogue. It is known 
that a celebrated ^confectioner (so the architects of 
om* desserts still humbly call themselves) complain- 
€d, that after having prepared a middle dish of gods 
and goddesses, eighteen feet high, his lord would 
not cause the ceiling of his parlour to be demolished 
to facilitate their entree: * Imaginez-vous^ said he^ 
que mi lord n*a pas voulufaire iter k ptafondV 
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* I shall mention but two instances of glorious 
magnificence and taste in desserts, in which foreign- 
ers have surpassed every thing yet performed in this 
sumptuons island. The former was a Duke of Wir- 
temherg, who so long ago as the year thirty-four, 
gave a dessert, in which was a representation of 
mount £tna, which vomited out real fireworks over 
the heads of the company, during the whole enteiv 
tafDineDt. The other was die intendant of Gascony, 
who on the late birth of the Duke of Burgundy^ 
among other magnificent festivities, treated &e no- 
blesse of the province with a dinner and a dessert, 
the latter of which concluded with a representation, 
by wax figures moving by clock-work, of the whole 
labour of the Dauphiness, and the happy birth of an 
heir to their monarchy. I am. Sir, 

Your jiumble servant, Julio.' 
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There ard oertain folHes and impertinences, which 
people of good sense and good-nature ace every day 
guilty of, and which are only considered by them as 
things of course, and of too little consequence for 
palliation or apology. 

Whoever is a frequenter of public assemblies, or 
joins in a parly at cards in private families, will give* 
evidence to the truth oi this complaint. I tm^ for fny 
own part, a lover of the game of Whist, and should 
oftener be seen in those places where it is played for 
trifles^ if I was not offended at the manners of my 
fnehds. How common is it with some people, at 
the conclusion of every unsuccessful hand at cards, 

XXVI, E 
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to burdt forth into sallies of fretfal complaiiits'of their 
own amazing ill-fortune, and the constant and inva- 
riable success of their ants^onists ! They have such 
excellent memories as to be able to recount every 
game they have lost for six months successively, and 
yet are so extremely forgetful at the same time, as 
not to recollect a single game that they have won. 
Or if you put them in mind of any extraordinary 
success that you have been witness to, they, acknow- 
ledge it with reluctance, and assure, you, upon their 
honours, that in a whole twelvemonths' play, they 
never rose* winners but that once. 

But if these Growlers (a name which I shall al- 
ways call the men of this class by) would content 
themselves with giving repeated histories of their 
own ill-fortunes, without tnaking invidious remarks 
upon the successes of others, the evil would not be 
so great. Indeed, I am apt to impute it to their 
fears, that they stop short of the grossest affronts ; 
for I have seen in their faces such rancour and in- 
veteracy, that nothing but a lively apprehension of 
consequences oould have restrsdned their tongues. 

Happy would it be for the ladies if they had the 
same consequences to apprehend ; for, I am sorry to 
say it, I have met with fefnales* — I will not say 
Growlers ; the word is too harsh for them ; let me 
call them Fretters, who with the prettiest faces, and* 
the liveliest wit imiiginable, hav^e condescended to 
be the jest and disturbance of the whole company. 

In fashionable life, indeed, where every . one is 
acting bfshind the. mask of goodrboeeding, and.where 
nature is never seen to peep Out but upon very ex- 
traordinary occasions, frequent convulsions of the 
features, flushings succeeded by paleness^ twistiiigs 
of the body, fits of the. fidgets, and complaints of 
immoderate heat, are the oi>ly symptoms of ill-foif- 
tune. But if we travel eastward from St. James's, 
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and visit the territories of my good Lord Mayor, we 
shall see nature stripped of her masquerade, and 
hear gentlemen and ladies speaking^ the language of 
the heart. 

For the entertainment of polite life, and because 
polite life is sometimes a little in want of entertain- 
ment, I shall set down a conversation that passed a 
few nights ago, at an, Assemblee in Thames-street, 
between two Fretters at a Whist- table ; one of which 
had a beautiful daughter of eighteen years of age, 
leaning upon her mother's chair. 

* Five trumps, two honours, and lose four by 
cards? But I believe, Madam, you never lost a 
game in the whole course of your life.' 

' Now and then. Madam.' 

* Not in the memory of your daughter, I believe : 
and Miss is not so extremely young neither. Glubs 
are trumps — Well ! if ever I play again ! ■ ■ You 
are three by cards. Madam — ^ 

. ^ And two by honours. I had them in my own 
hand.' 

* I beg your pardon, Madam ; I had really forgot 
whose deal it was. But I thought the cloven-footed 
gentleman had left off teaching. Pray, Madam, will 
he expect move than one's soul for half-a-dozen 
lessons V 

^ You are pleased to be severe. Madam; but you 
know I am not easily put out of temper. What's 
the tramp ?' 

I was extremely pleased with the cooL behaviour 
of this lady, and could not help whispering to her 
daughter, *. You have a sweet-tempered Mamma, 
Miss. How happy would it be if every lady of her 
acquaintance was so amiably disposed !' I observed 
that Miss blushed and looked down ; but I was ig- 
norant of the reason, till all at once her Mamma's 
good fortune changed, and her adversary, by hold- 

e2 
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mg the four honours in her own band^ and by the 
assistance of her partner, won the game at a deal. 

' And nowy Madam/ cried the patient lady, ' is it 
you or I who have bargained with the devil ? I de- 
clare it upon my honour, I never won a game against 
you in my life. Indeed, I should wonder if I had, 
unless there had been a curtain between you and 
your partner. But one has a fine tiijoe on't indeed ! 
to be always losing, and yet always to be baited for 
winning ; I d^y any one to say, that I ever rose m 
winner in my bom days. There was last summer ftt 
Tunbridge! Did any human creature see me so 
much as win a game f And ask Mr« A, and Sir Ri* 
chard B, and Dean C, and Lord and Lady D, and 
all the company at Bath this winter, if I did not lose 
two or three guineas every night at half^rown Whist, 
for two mondis together. But I did not fret and talk 
of the devil, Madam; no. Madam; nor did I trouble 
the company with my losings, nor play tke after* 

game, nor say provoking things No, Madam ; I 

leave such behaviour to ladies that ' 

* Lord! my de^r, how you heat yourself! Yon 
are absolutely in a passion. Come, let us cut for 
partners.' 

Which they immediately did ; and happening to 
get together, and to win the next game, they were 
the best company, and the civilest people I ever 
saw. 

Many of my readers may be too ready to con* 
ceive an ill opmion of these ladies ; but I have the 
pleasure of assuring them, fnun undoubted autho* 
rity, that they are in all other respects very excellent 
people and so remarkable for patience and good* 
humour, that one of them has been known to lose 
her husband, and both of them their reputations, 
without the least emotion or concern. 

To be serious on this occasion ; I have many ac? 
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^uaintance of both sex«s» who, though really goodi- 
hatured and WjOrthy people, are violating every day 
the laws of decency and politeness by these out- 
Tageous sallies of petulance and impertinence. 

I know ,of no other reason for a man's troubling 
his friends with the history of his misfortunes, but 
either to receive comfort from their pity, or advan- 
tage from their charity. If the Growler will tell me * 
that he reaps either of these benefits by disturbing 
all about him ; if he will assure me of his having 
raised compassion in a single breast, or that he has 
once induced his adversary to change hands with 
him out of charity, I shall allow that he acts upon 
principles of prudence, and that he is not a most 
teasing, ridiculous, and contemptible animal. 

I would not be understood to hint at gaming in 
this paper. I am glad to find that destructive pas- 
sion attacked from the stage, and wish success to 
the attempt. Nor do I condemn the custom of play- 
ing at cards for small sums, in those whose tempers 
and circumstances are unhurt by what they lose. On 
the contrary, I look upon cards as an innocent and 
useful amusement ; calculated to interrupt the for- 
mal conversations and private cabals of large com- 
panies, and to give a man something to do who has 
nothing to say. My design at present is, to signify 
to these Growlers and Fretters, that they are public 
as well as private nuisances; and to caution all quiet 
and civihzed persons against cutting in with them 
at the same tables, or replying to their complaints 
but by a laugh of contempt. 

I shall conclude this paper with acquainting my 
readers, that, in imitation of the great Mr. Hoyle, I 
am preparing a book for the press, entitled Rules of 
Behiaviour for the game of Whist ; shewing, through 
an almost«infinite variety of good and bad hands, ia 
vhat degree the muscles of the face are to be coa-- 

E 3 
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tracted or extended ; and how often a lady may be 
penoitted to change oolour, or a gentleman to bite 
his Kps, in the course of the game. To which will 
be added, for the benefit of all cool and dispassionate 
players, an exact calculation of the odds against 
Growlers and Fretters. 
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Date obolum Belisario. 

A PHILOSOPHER, as I am, who contemplates the 
world with serious reflection, will be struck with no-^ 
thing in it more than its vicissitudes. If he has lived 
any time, he must ha^e had ample opportunities of 
exercising his meditations on the vanity of all sub- 
knary conditions. The duinges of empires, the fall 
of ministers, the exaltation of obscure persons, are 
the continual incidents of human comedy. I re-» 
mentber that one of the first passages in history 
which made an impression upon me in my youth 
was the fate of Dionysius, who, from being monarch 
of Sicily, was reduced to teach school at Oorinth« 
Though his tyranny was the cause of his ruin (if it 
can he callea ruin to be deprived of the power of 
oppression, and to be taught to know one's self), I 
could not help feeling that sort of superstitious pity 
which always attends royalty in distress. Who ever 
perused the stories of Edward the Second, Rid&ard 
the Second, or Charles the First, but forgot Ihdr 
excesses, and sighed for their catastrophe ? In tlis 
free-spirited island there are not more hands ready 
to punish tyrants, than eyes to weep their fall. It 
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is a common case : we are Romans in resisting op- 
pression, very women in lamenting oppressors ! 

If (and I think it cannot foe contested) there is 
generosity in these sensations, onght we not doubly 
to feel such emotions, in cases where regal virtue is 
become the sport of fortune ? This island ought to 
be as much the harbour of afflicted majesty, as it has 
been the scouree of oifending majesty. And while 
every throne of arbiti^ary power is an asylum for the 
martyrs of so bad a cause, Britain ought to shelter 
such princes as have been victims for liberty^-when- 
e«r logr^atacuriarityisseen, as a princ/contend- 
ing on the honest side. 

How must I blush then for my counlxymen, when 
I mention a monarch 1 an unhappy monarch ! now 
actually suffered to languish for debt in one of the 
ccNfimon prisons of this eityl A monarch, whose 
courage raised him to a throne, ^ot by a succession 
of ambitious bloody acts, but by the voluntary elec- 
tion of an injured people, who had the common right 
of mankind to freedom, and the uncommon resolu- 
tion of determining to be free ! This prince is Theo- 
dore, King of Corsica ! A man whose claim to roy- 
alty is as undisputable, as the most ancient titles to 
aay monarchy can pretend to be ; that is, the choice 
of his subjects ; the only kind of title, allowed in the 
excellent Gothic constitutions, from whence we de- 
rive our own ; the same kind of title, which endears 
the presmit Royal Family to Englishmen ; and the 
only kind of title, against which, perhaps, no objec- 
tion can lie. 

This prince (on whose history I shall not at pre- 
sent enlarge) after having bravely exposed his life 
and crown in 4eSeaeB of the rights of his subjects, 
nnscarried, as Cato, and other patriot heroes did 
before him. For many years he struggled with for- 
tune, and left no means untried, which indefatigable 
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policy Jor solicitation of succours could attempt, to 
recover his crown* At last, when he had discharged 
his d^ty to his subjects and himself, he chose fiiis 
country for his retirement, not to indulge a volup- 
tuous inglorious ease, but to enjoy the participation of 
those blessings, which he had so vainly endeavoured 
to fix to his Corsicans. Here for some months he 
bore with more philosophic dignity the loss of his 
crown than Charles the Fifths Casimir of Poland, or 
any of those visionaries, who wantonly resigned 
theirs, to partake the sluggish indolence, and at 
length the disquiets, of a cloister. Theodore, though 
resigned to his fortunes, had none of that contemp* 
tible apathy, which almost lifted our James the Se- 
cond to the supreme honour of monldsh sainthood. 
It is recorded of that prince, that talking to his cour- 
tiers jat St. Germain, he wished for a speedy peace 
between France and Great Britain, ^for therty said 
he, * toe shall get EngUsh horses easily,* 

The veracity of an historian obliges- me not to dis- 
guise the situation of his Corsican majesty's revenue, 
which has reduced him to be a prisoner for debt in 
the King's-Bench ; and so cruelly has fortune exer- 
cised her rigours upon him, that last session of par* 
liament he was examined before a committee of the 
House of Commons, on the hardships to which the 
prisoners in that jail had been Subject. Yet let not 
ill-nature make sport with these misfortunes;! His 
msyesty had nothing to blush at, nothing to palliate, 
in the recapitulation of his distresses. The debt on 
his civil list were owing to no misapplication, no im^^ 
providence of his own, no corruption of his minis- 
ters, no indulgence to favourites or mistresses. His 
diet was philosophic, his palace humble, his jrobes 
decent : vet his butcher, his landlady, and his tai- 
lor, could not continue to supply an establishment,^ 
which had no demesnes to support it, no taxe&ito 
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maiatain k, no excises, nolotteriesy to protide ftinds 
for its deficiencies and emergencies. 

A nation so generous, so renowned for the efforts 
it has always made in the common cause of liberty^ 
caa only want to be rcQiinded of this distressed 
king to grant him its protection and compassion* 
If political reasons forbid tiie open espousal of hia 
cause, pity commands the assistance which private 
fortunes can lend him. I do not mean at present 
that our gallant ypuths should offer themselyes as 
volunteer^ in his senricey nor do 1 expect to have a 
small fleet fitted out at the expense of particnlar 
persons to convey him and his hopes to Corsica^ 
The intention of this paper is merely to warm ^e 
benevolence of my coontrjnmen, in behalf of this 
royal captive. I cannot think it would be beneath 
the dignity of majesty to accept of such a supply as 
might be offered to him by thai honorary (and to this 
country peculiar) method of raising a free gift, a 
benefit play. The method is worthy of the Grecian 
age ; nor would Asiatic monarchs have blushed to 
receive a tribute from genius and art. Let it be said» 
that the same humane and polite age raised a mon«« 
ment to Shakspeare, a fortune for Milton's grand-r 
daughter, and a subsidy for a captive king, by dra-* 
made performances ! 1 h'ave no doubt but the mU'^ 
nificemt managers of our theatres will gladly contri- 
bute their parts. That incomparable actor who so 
exquisitely touches the passions and distresses of 
self-dethroned Lear (a play which from some simi* 
litude of circumstances, I should recommend for the 
benefit) wil}, I dare say, willingly exert his irresis-r 
tible talents in behalf of fallen majesty, and be a 
competitor with Louis le Grand for the fame which 
results from the protection of exiled kings. How 
glorious will it he for him to have the King's-Bench 
as renowned for Garrick's generosity to King TheO!r 
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dora, as the Savoy is for Edward the Thtrd*g treat- 
ment of King John of France. 

In the mean time, not to confine this opportanity 
of benevolence to so narrow a sphere as the theatre, 
I must acquaint my readers, that a subscription for a 
subsidy for the use of his Corsican msuesty, is opened 
at Tully's-head in Pail-Mall, where all the Generous 
and the Fair are desired to pay in their contributions 
to Robert Dodsley, who is appointed high-treasurer 
and grand librarian of the island of Corsica for life 
— -^sts, which, give me leave to say, Mr. Dodsley 
would have disdained to accept under any monarch 
of arbitrary principles. 

A bookseller of Rome, whie Borne snrviv'd. 
Would not have been lord^treas'ier to a kiog. 

I am under some apprehensions that the intended 
subscription will not be so universal as for the ho- 
nour of my country I wish it. I foresee that the 
partisans of indefeasible hereditary right will with- 
hold their contributions. The numl^r of them is 
indeed but small and inconsiderable : yet as it be- 
comes my character, as a citizen of the world, to 
neglect nothing for the amendment of the principles 
and morals of my fellow-creatures, I shall recom- 
mend one short argument to their consideration ; I 
think I may say, to their conviction. Let them but 
consider, that though Theodore had such a flaw (in 
their estimation) in his title, as to have been elected 
by the whole body of the people, who had thrown 
off the yoke of their old tyrants : yet as the Genoese 
had been the sovereigns of Corsica, these gentlemen 
of monarchic principles will be obli^d, if they con- 
demn. King Theodore's cause, to allow divine here- 
ditary right in a republic; a problem in politics 
which I leave to be solved by the disciples of the 
exploded Sir Robert Filmer : at the same time de^ 
clariBg by my censorial authority all persons to h^ 
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Jacobites, ivh6 neglect to bring in theif fre6 gift fi>r 
the use of bis majesty of Corsica; and I particularly 
charge and command all lovers of the glorious and 
immortal memory of King William, to see my orders 
duly executed ; and I recommend to them to set an 
example of liberality in behalf oi the popular mo- 
narch,, whose cause I have espoused, and whose de*' 
liverance, I hope, I have not attempted in vain. 

N. B. Two pieces of King Theodore's coin, struck 
during his reign, are in the hands of the high-trea- 
surer aforesaid, and will be shewn by the proper 
officers of the exchequer of Corsica, during the 
time the subscription continues open at TuUy's-head 
above-mentioned. They are very great curiosities^ 
and not to be met with in the most celebrated col- 
lections of this kingdom. 
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*^ I AM that unfortunate man. Madam,' was the say- 
ing of a gentleman, who stopped and made a low 
bow to a lady in the Park, as she was calling to her 
^og by the name of Cuckold. 

What a deal of good might be expected from these 
essays, if every man who should happen to read hi» 
own character in them, would as honestly acknow- 
ledge it as this gentleman I But it is the misfortune 
of general satire, that few persons will at>ply it to 
themselves, while they have the comfort of thmking 
that it will fit others as well. It is therefore, I am 
afraid, only furnishing bad people with scandal against 
their neighbours : for every man flatters himself tl^at 
he has the art of playing the fool or knave so very 
secretly, thaty though he sees plainly how all else 
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ara employed, no mortal can have the cunning to 
find him out. ' 

Thus a gentleman told me yesterday, * That he 
was very glad to see a particular acquaintance of his 
exposed in the third number of the World. The par- 
son who wrote that letter/ continued he, ' was de- 
termined to speak plainly ; for the character of my 
friend was so strongly marked, that it was impossible 
to mistake it.' He then proceeded to inform me that 
he had read Seneca, by obserring, ' That there 
i^ould be no mixture of severity and reproof in the 
obligations ^e confer; on the contrary, if there 
should be only occasion for the gentlest admonition, 
it ou^ht to be deferred to another season ; for men, 
added he, are much more apt to remember injuries 
than benefits ; and it is enough if they forgive an 
obligation that has the nature of an offence.' 

My reader may, possibly, be surprised, when I 
tell him, that the man who could commit to memory 
those maxims of Seneca, and who could rejoice to 
see such a character exposed as the curate's friend 
in my third paper, is an old bachelor with an estate 
of three thousand pounds a year, and fifty thousand 
in ready money ; who never was known to lend a 
guinea m his life, without making the borrower mor6 
miserable by the benefit than he had been before by 
his wants. But it is the peculiar talent of this gen- 
l^man to wound himself by proxy, or (in the sports- 
man's phrase) to knock himself down by the re- 
coiUng of his own gun. I remember he told me some 
time ago, after having harangued very learnedly 
upon the detestable sin of avarice, ^ That the com- 
mon people of a certain county in Englsmd were the 
most covetous and brutal in the whole world.. I 
will give you an instance,' says he. * About three 
years ago, by a very odd accident, I fell into a well 
m that county, and was absolutely within a few mi. 
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Qutes of perisfamgy before I couid prevail on an un- 
conscioQable dog of a labourer, who happened to be 
withm hearing of my cries, to help me out for half-a- 
crown. The fellow was so rapacious as to insist upon 
a crown for above a quarter of an hour; and I verily 
believe he would not have abated me a single far- 
thing, if he had not seen me at the last gasp, and de- 
termined to die rather than submit to his extortion/' 

. But to return to my subject. If there are objec- 
tions to general satire, something may also be said 
s^ainst personal abuse ; which, though it is a kind 
of writing that requires a smaller portion of parts, 
and is sure of having almost as many admirers as 
readers, is nevertheless subject to great difficulties ; 
it being absolutely necessary, that the author who 
undertakes it should have no feeling of certain evils, 
common to humanity, which are known by the names 
of pain and shame. In other words, he must be in- 
sensible to a good kicking, and have no memory of 
it afterward. Now though a great many authors 
have found it an easy. matter to arrive at this excel- 
lence, with me the task would be attended with great 
labour and difficulty ; as it is my misfortune to have 
contracted, either by the prejudice of education, or 
by some other means, an invincible aversion to pain 
and dishonour. I am very sensible that I may hurt 
myself as a writer by this confession ; but it was 
never any pleasure of mine to raise expectations 
with a design to disappoint them: and though it 
should lose me the major part of my readers, I here- 
by declare, that I never will indulge them with any 
personal abuse ; nor will I so much as attack any of 
those fine gentlemen, or fine kidies, who have the 
honour of being single in any one character, be it 
ever so ridiculous. 

. But if I had every requisite for this kind of writ- 
ing, there are certain people in town, whom it would 

XXVI. I 
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be inmtitude in me to attack. The masters of 
both the theatres are my good friends ; for whidi 
reason I forbear to say, that half the comedies in 
their catalogue ought to be damned for wickedness 
and indecency. But I not only keep this to my- 
self, but have also been at great trouble and paiins 
to suppress a passage bearing yery hard against 
them, in a book, which will speedily be published, 
calkd the Progress of Wit. The author of this book, 
who, luckily for the theatres, happens to be a partiw 
cular friend of mine, is a very great joker ; and, as 
I often tell him does a vast deal of mischief, with- 
out seeming to intend it. The passage which I pre* 
vailed with him to suppress, stood at the beginning 
of the thirteenth chs^ter of his book, and was exact- 
ly as follows : 

' As it was now clear to sdl people of fashion that 
men had no souls, the business of life was pleasure 
and amusement ; and he that could best administer 
to these two, was the most useful member of so- 
ciety. From hence arose those numerous places of 
resort and recreation which men of narrow and 
splenetic minds have called the pests of the public. 
The most considerable of which places, and which 
are at this day in the highest reputation, were the 
bagnios and the theatres. The bagnios were con- 
stantly under the direction of discreet and venerable 
matrons, who had passed their youth in the practice 
of those exercises which they were now teaching to 
their daughters: while the management of the 
Uieatres was the province of the men. — The natural 
connexion between these houses made it convenient 
that they should be erected in the neighbourhood of 
each other; and indeed the harmony subsisting be- 
tween them has inclined many people to think that 
the profits of both were divided equally by each. 
But I have always considered them as only playing 
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into one another's hands^ without any nearer af- 
finity than that of the schools of Westminster and 
Eton, to the universities of Oxford and Cambridge. 
At the playhouse young gentlemen and ladies 
were instructed by an Etheridge, a Wycherley, a 
Congreve, and a Vanbrugh, in the rudiments of 
that science, which they were to perfect at the bag- 
nio, under a Needham, a Haywood, a Haddock, and 
a Roberts.' 

Thus n)uch had my friend, in his Progress of Wit, 
thought proper to observe upon the looseness of the 
stage. But as the whole passage is suppressed, the 
managers will have nothing to fear from the publi- 
cation of that performance. 

It were to be wished, indeed, that those gentle- 
men would have done entirely both with tragedy 
and comedy, and resolve at once to entertain the ' 
town only with pantomime. That great advan- 
tages would accrue firom it, is beyond dispute ; 
people of. taste and fashion have already given suf- 
ficient proof that they think it the highest entertain- 
ment the stage is capable of affording : the most in- 
nocent, we are sure it is ; for where nothing is said, 
and nothing meant, very little harm can be done. 
Mr. Garrick, perhaps, may start a few objections to 
this proposal ; but with those universal talents, 
which he so happily possesses, it is not to be doubt- 
ed but he will, in time, be able to handle the 
wooden sword with as much dignity and dexterity 
as his brother Lun. He will also reap another ad- 
vantage from thia kind of acting ; as he will have 
fewer enemies by being the finest Harlequin of the 
age, than he has at present, by being the greatest 
Actor of any age or country. 

* To THE Public. 

* Whereas some gentlemen have doubted whether _ 

f2 
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the subscription for the use of King Theodore was 
really intended to be carried on, I am ordered to ac- 
quaint the public^ that Mr. Fitz-Adam was not only 
in earnest in promoting such a contribution, but has 
already received some noble benefactions for that 
purpose ; and he will take care to apply the subsidy 
in the most uncorrupt manner to the uses for which 
it was designed, and to the honour and dignity of the 
crown of Corsica. 

Robert Doi>8Let.' 
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The great men, who introduced the refonnatioa 
into these kingdoms, were so sensible of the neees* 
sity f^ maintaining devotion in the minds of the 
vulgar by some external objects, by somewhat of ce- 
remony and form, that they refrained from entirely 
ri{^ng off all ornament from liie drapery of reli- 
gion. When they were purging the calendar of le- 
gions of visionary saints, they took due care to de- 
fend the niches of real martyrs from profanation. 
They preserved the holy festivals, which had been 
consecrated for many ages to the great luminaries 
of the church, and at once paid proper observance 
to the memory of the good, and fell in with the po- 
pular humour, which lores to r^oice and mourn at 
the discretion of the almanack. 

In so enlightened an age as the present, I shall 
perhaps be ridiculed if I hint, as my opinion, that 
the observation of certain festivals is something more 
than a mere political institution. I cannot, how- 
ever; help thinking that even nature itself concurs 
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to Gon&rm my sentiment. Philosophers and i^- 
thiokers tell us that a general system was laid down 
at first>. aqd that no deviations have been made to 
accommodate it to any subsequent events, or to fa-^ i 
vour p^d authorize any human institutions. When 
the reformation of the calendar was in agitation, to 
the great disgust of many worthy persons, who urged 
how great the harmony wa^, in the old establish- 
ment, between the holidays and their attributes (if 
I may call them so), and what a confusion would foU 
low if Michaelmas-day, for instance, was not to be 
celebrated when stubble geese are in their highest 
perfection ; it was replied, that such a propriety was 
merely imaginary, and would be lost of itself, even 
without any alteration of the calendar by authdrity : 
for if the errors in it were suffered to go on, they 
"^ould in a certain number of years produce such a 
variation, that we should be mourning for good King 
Charles on a false thirtieth of January, at a time of 
year when our ancestors used to be tumbling over 
head and heels in Greenwich-park, in honour of 
Whitsuntide ; and at length be choosing king and 
queen for Twelfth-night, when we ought to be ad- 
miring the London Prentice at Bartholomew-fair. 

Cogent as these reasons may seem, yet I think I 
can confute them from the testimony of a standing 
miracle, which not having submitted to the fallible 
authority of an act of parliament, may well be said 
to put a supernatural negative on the wisdom of this 
world. My readers, no doubt, are already aware 
that I have in my eye the wonderful thorn of Glas- 
tonbury, which, though hitherto regarded as a trunk 
of Popish imposture, has notably exerted itself as. 
the most Protestant plant in the universe. It is well 
known that the correction of the calendar was en- 
acted by Pope Gregory the Thirteenth, and that th$- 
reibrmed churches have with a proper spirit of pp- 
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poiition adhered to the old calculation of the Em* 
peror Julius Cflasar, who was by no means a Papist^ 
Near two years ago the Popish calendar was brought 
in (I hope by persons well affected ?) certain it is, 
that the Glastonbury thorn has preserved its inflexi- 
bility, and observes its old anniversary. Many 
thousand spectators visked it on the parliamentary 
Christmas-day. — Not a bud was there to be seen ! 
— On the true nativity it was covered with blos- 
soms. One must be an infidel indeed to spurn at 
such authority. Had I been consulted (and ma- 
themfeitical studies have not been the most inconsi- 
derable of my speculations), instead of turning the 
calendar topsy-turvy, by fantastic calcukDtions, I 
should have proposed to regulate the year by the in- 
fallible Somersetshire thorn, and to hav^ reckoned 
the months from Christmas-day, which should always 
have been kept as the Glastonbury thorn should blow.' 

Many inconveniences, to be sure, would follow 
from this system ; but as holy things ought to be the 
first consideration of a religious nation, the inconve** 
niences shoald be overlooked. The thorn can never 
blow but on the true Christmas-day; and conse- 
quently, the apprehension of the year's becoming 
inverted by sticking to th6 Julian account can never 
hold. If the course of the sun varies, astronomers^ 
may find out some way to adjust that : but it is pre- 
posterous, not to say presumptuous, to be celebrat- 
ing Christmas-day, when the Glastonbury thorn, 
which certainly must know times and seasons bette/ 
than an almanack-maker, declares it to be heresy. 

Nor is Christmas-day the only jubilee which will 
be morally disturbed by this innovation. There is 
another anniversary of no less celebrity among Eng- 
lishmen, equally marked by a marvellous concomi- 
tance of circumstances, and which I venture to prog- 
nosticate will not attend the erroneous calculation 
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t>f llie pesent gystem. The day I mean is the first 
of April. The oldest tradition affirms that such an 
in&taatioD attends the first day of that month, as no 
foresight can escape, no vigilance can defeat. De- 
ceit is successful on that day out of the mouths of 
babes and sucklings. Grave citizens have been bit 
upon it; usurers have lent their money on bad secu- 
rity; experienced matrons have married very disap- 
pointing young fellows ; mathematicians have missed 
tiie longitude; alohymists the philosopher's stone; 
andpoditicians preferment, on tnat day. 

What confusion will not follow, if the great body 
of the nation are disappointed of their peculiar holi- 
day! This country was formerly disturbed with 
▼erv fintai (juarrels about 4iie celebration of Easter ; 
and no wise man will tell me that it is not as reason- 
able to fall out for the p^servance of April-fool-day. 
Can any benefits arising from a regulated calendar 
make amends for an occasion of new sects ? How 
many warm men may resent an attempt to play them 
off on a false first of April, who would have submit- 
ted to the custom of being made fools on the old 
computation ? If our clergy come to be divided about 
Folly's anniversary, we may well expect all the mis- 
chiefs attendant on religious wars ; and we shall have 
reason to wish that the Glastonbury thorn would de- 
ehufe as remarkably in favour of the true April-fool- 
day, as it has in behalf of the genuine Christmas. 

TTjere are many other inconveniences, which I 
might lament very emphatically, but none of weight 
enough to be compared vnth those I have mentioned. 
I shsdl only hint at a whole system overturned by 
this revolution in the calendar, and no provision^ 
that I have heard of, made by the legislature to re- 
medy it. Yet in a nation which bestows such ample 
rewards on New-year and Birth-day odes, it is asto- 
nishing that the late act, of parliament should have 



OTerlooked that usefal branch of our poetry, which 
consists in couplets, saws, and proverhs, peculiar to 
certain days and seasons. 'Why was not a new set 
of distiches provided by the late reformers ? Or at 
least a clause inserted in the act, enjoining' the poet- 
laureat, or some beneficial genius, to prepare and 
new-cast the established rhymes for public use? 
Were our astronomers so ignorant as to think that 
the old proverbs would serve for their new-fangled 
calendar? Could they imagine that St. Swithin would 
accommodate his rainy planet to the convenience of 
their calculations? who that hears the following 
verses, but must grieve for the shepherd and hus*- 
bandman, who may have all their prognostics con- 
founded, and be at a loss to know bdTorehand the 
fiite of their markets ? Ancient sages sung, 

If St. Paal be fair and clear. 
Then will be^de a happy year ; 
But if it either snow or rain. 
Then will be dear all kind of grain : 
And if the wind doth blow aloft. 
Then wars will vex the realm fall oft, 

I have declared against meddling with politics, and 
therefore shall say nothing of the important hints 
contained in the last lines : yet if certain ill*boding 
appearances abroad should have an ugly end, I 
cannot help saying that I shall ascribe their evil ten* 
dency to our having been lulled asleep by resting our 
faith on the calm weather on the pretended conver- 
sion of St. Paul ; whereas it was very blustering on 
that festival according to the good old account, as I 
honestly, though vainly, endeavoured to convince a 
great minister of state, whom I do not think prefer 
to mention. 

But to return to April-fool-day; I must beg mjr 
readers and admirers to be very particular in their 
otMSiervations on that holiday, both according to the 
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new and old reckoning. And I b^ that tliey will 
transmit toine or my secretary, Mr. Dodsley, a faith- 
fdl and attested account of the hap that betides them 
or their acquaintance on each of those days; ho^ 
often and in what manner they make or are made 
fools ; how they miscarry in attempts to surprise, or 
ba£9e any snares laid for them, I do not doubt but 
it will be found that the balance of folly lies greatly 
on the side of the old firat of April ; nay, I much 
question whether infatuation will have any force on 
what I call the false April-fool-day. I should take 
it yery kind, if any of my friends, who may happen 
to be shiarperSy would try their success 6a the ficti- 
tious festival ; and if they make fewer dupes than 
ordinary, I flatter myse\f that they will unite ibeir 
endeavours with mine in decrying and exploding a 
reformation, which only tenos to discountenance 
good old practices and venerable superstidons. 



N« 11. THURSDAY, MARCH 15, 1753. 



If we are to believe, universally, that virtne leads 
directly to happiness, and vice to punishment in this 
world, I am afrsud we shall form very erroneous opi- 
nions of the people we converse with; as every me- 
lancboly face will appear to be produced by a bad 
heart, and every cheerful face by a good one. But 
it will be no discouragement to virtue to say, that 
the reverse of this is much oftener the case ; nay, 
so obstinate am I in this opinion, that I seldom see a 
countenance of sincere and settled grief, without con- 
cluding it to be the eSect of some eminent de^ee of 
virtue. . . 
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If Bickness and bodily pain were, indeed, all Ae 
misfortunes incident to our ntatures, it might be said, 
with some colour of truth, that virtue was generally 
its own immediate reward; as every one will allow, 
that temperance and abstemiousness lead more di- 
rectly to health and ease than riot and debauchery. 
But while we have affections that steal us from our 
own happiness, to involve us in the misery of those 
about us, they who have the best hearts will be 
oftenest made uneasy. 

The good man considers the whole human race 
as his own family ; and as such a person, in a world 
like this, is liable to more disappointments than one 
who has only himself to care for, his troubles asd 
mortifications will assuredly be greater. . 

The friends of virtue should therefore be cautioiis 
of promising what they are not sure will be perform- 
ed ; lest by a failure in the end, they brin^ discredit 
upon the ipeans. It will be always sufficient to say 
of virtue, that its reward is certain, while it can be 
aaid of that reward, that it is happiness eternal. 

The following allegory, which is a literal translation 
from the same old Spanish author, from whom the 
story of Gonzales de Castro in my first paper was 
taken, supposes the good man to be unhappy upon 
earth, only because his goodness is imperfect. I in«> 
sert it here (though not exactly applicable to my 
subject) as the most instructive entertainment I am 
able to give my readers at this season. 

If the ladies should happen to conceive any dis* 
like to some little severities in it, they are desired to 
take notice that the author was a Spaniard, and that 
he wrote at a time, when it appears by the concur* 
rent testimony of all historians, that the sex was not 
absolutely wiuiout fault. 

Jupiter, when he made^ Man, brought with him 
from heaven a,^ nymph called Felicia, or Happi'^ 
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laeBS) to be his cdmpamob. The bettw to engage 
them to each other, he furnished Man with those 
passions and affections which were to feed the mind 
with perpetual wishes, with a guide, called Reason, 
to restrain their violence; and to the Nymph he 
gaive immortal beauty, together with a certain de- 
^ee of coyness, which is always sure to engage 
pursuit andendear possession. 

But as if some other power had a malicious de- 
sign to set this pair at variance, notwithstanding the 
seeming desire of Jupiter to unite them, .Felicia be- 
came insensible to every thing but virtue, while the 
Passions of Man generally hurried him to a pur- 
suit of her by the means of vice. With this differ- 
ence in their natures it was impossible for them to 
agree ; and in a short time ^ey became almost 
strangers to each other. Reason would have gone* 
over to the side of Felicia, but some particular Pas- 
laon always opposed him : for, what was almost in- 
credible, though Reason was a sufficient match for 
the whole body of Passions united^ he was sure to- 
be subdued, if singly encountered. 

Jupiter laughed at the folly of Man, and gave 
him Woman. But as her frame was too dehcately 
composed to endure the perpetual strife of Reason 
and the Passions, he confined the former to Man, 
and gave up Woman to the government of the lat- 
ter without control. 

Fehcia, upon this new creation, grew again ac- 
quainted with Man. She made him a visit of a 
month, and at his entreaty ^ould have s^tled with 
him for ever, if the jealousy of Woman had not. 
driven her fr^ his roof. 

' From this time the nymph has led a wandering 
life, without any settled habitation. As the world 
grew, peopled, she paid her visits to every corner of 
it ; but though millions pretende^ to love her, not 
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a emgle mortal hkd constancy to deserve li^« Cere-* 
mony drove her from courts Avarice from the city, 
and Want from the cottage. Her delight, however, 
was in th^ last of these pkces, and there it was that 
she was most frequently to be found. 

Jupiter saw with pity the wanderings of Felicia, 
and in a fortunate hour caused a mortal to be bom 
whose name was Bonario, or Goodness. He en- 
dowed him with all the graces of mind and body ; 
and at an age when the soul becomes sensible of 
desires, he breathed into him a passion for the beau- 
tiful Felicia. Bonario had frequently seen her in 
his early visits to Wisdom and Devotion ; but as 
lightness of belief and an over-fondness of mankind 
were failings inseparable to him, he often sofiered 
himself to be led astray from Felicia, till Reflection, 
the common friend of both, would set him right, and 
reconduct him to her company. 

Though Felicia was a virgin of some thousand 
years old, her coyness was rather foimd to increase 
than to diminish. This, perhaps, to mortal old maids 
may be matter of wonder; but the true reason was, 
that, the beauty of Felicia was incapable of decay. 
Fiom hence it was, that the fickleness of Bonano 
made her less and less easy of access. Yet such 
was his frailty, that he contmually suffered himself 
to be enticed from her, till at last she totally with- 
drew herself. Reflection came now only to upbraid 
him. Her words, however, were of service, as by 
ahewiiig how he had lost Felicia, they gave him 
hopes that a contrary behaviour might, in time, re- 
gam her. 

The loss of happiness instructs us how to value 
i^. And now it was that Bonario b^gan in earnest to 
love Fehcia^ and to devote his whole time to a pur- 
suit of her. He inquired for her among the great, 
but they knew her not. He bribed the poor for in- 
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telligence, but they were strangers to her. He 
sought her of Knowledge, but she was ignorant of 
her ; of Pleasure, but she mjsled him. Temperance 
knew only the path she had taken ; Virtue had seen 
her upon the way ; but Religion assured him' of her 
retreat, and sent Constancy to conduct him to her. 

It was in a village far from town, that Bonario 
again saw his Felicia ; and here was in hopes of 
possessing her for ever. The coyness with ii^hioh 
she treated him in his days of folly, time, and the 
amendment it bad wrought in him, began to soften. 
He passed whole days in her society, and was rarely 
denied access to her, but when Passion had mis-* 
guided him. 

Felicia lived in this retreat, with the daughter of 
a simple villager, called Innocence. To this amiable 
rustic did Bonario apply for intercession, upon every 
new offence against F<elicia ; but too impatient of 
delay, and out of humour with his advocate, hef re<r 
newed his acquaintance with a court lady, called 
Vice, who was there upon a visit, and engaged her 
to solicit for him. This behaviour so enraged Fell-* 
cia, that she again withdrew herself; and in the 
warmth of her resentment, sent up a petition to Ju-* 
piter to be recalled to heaven. 

Jupiter, upon this petition, called a council of the 
gods ; in which it was decreed, that while Bonario 
continued upon earth, Felicia should not totally 
depart from it ; but as the nature of Bonario was 
fickle and imperfect, his admission to her society 
should be only occasional and transi^t. That their 
nuptials should be deferred till the nature of Bonario 
should be changed by death, and that aflerward they 
should be inseparably united in the regions of Im- 
mortality. 
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NO 12. THURSDAY, MARCH 22, 1753. 



^To Mr.Titz-Adam. 

* It is a great abuse of language, according to Mr. 
Locke, to make use of words to which we have no 
fixed and determinate ideas. There is a still greater, 
H^r. Fitz-Adam, which is the almost continually 
using words to which we have no ideas at all. I 
shall only instance in the poor monosyllable Taste. 
Who has not heard it frequently pronounced by the 
loveliest mouths in the world, when it has evidently 
m^esmt nothing ? 

* I would not be thought to require, like an ill- 
bred logician, that every pretty woman, or even 
every pretty man, who makes use of the word Taste, 
should define what they mean by it ; that would be 
too cruel ; but I should rather choose, when they are 
really conscious to themselves that they are going to 
utter it without any idea annexed, that they would 
be so good as to change it for the word Whim. How- 
ever, as my recommendation will, I am sure, have no 
weight, unless it-should be backed by your censorial 
authority, I shall Iteave them at present in full pos- 
session of their favourite word, and' proceed to the 
larubject of my letter. 

* You rallied very humorously, a few' weeks aigo, 
sonie of the reigning follies of this various island, 
under the name of our appi^oaches to nature. I ht>pe 
you have likewise taken notice how desirous we are 
of returning to our primeval ignorance, under the 
notion of Taste : a name which we are fond of giving 
to every new folly which starts up, and to every old 
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exploded absutdity. which. we are. charitably pleased 
to revive. I^et but that commanding word go forth, 
and no cameleon catches his colours quicker than we 
are ready to imbibe follies from, each other. Where- 
as Taste, in my opinion, ought to be applied to no- 
thing but what has as strict rules annexed to it, 
though perhaps imperceptible by the vulgar, as Ari- 
stotle, among the critics, would require, or Domeni- 
chino» amcmg the painters, practise. People may 
have whims, freaks, caprices, persujasions^ and even 
second-sights if they please ; but they can have no 
Taste which has not its foundation in nature^ and 
which, consequently, may be accounted for. 

* From a thousand instances of our imitative incli- 
nations I shall select one or two, which have been, 
and still are, notorious and genei*al. A few years 
ago. every thing was Gothic ; our houses, our beds, 
our book«cases, and our couches, were all copied 
from some parts or other of our old cathedrals. 
The Grecian architecture, where, as Dryden says, , 

Firm Doric pillars foand tlie lower base, ' 
The giiy Corinthian holds the higher spaoe. 
And all below is strength, and all above is grace, 

thjat architecture, which was taught by nature, and 
polished by the graces, was totally neglected. Tricks 
and conceits got possession every where. Clumsy 
buttresses were to shock you with disproportion; 
or little pillars were to support vast weights ;. while 
ignorant people, . who knew nothing of centres of 
gravity, were to tremble at their entrance into every 
building, lest the roofs should fall upon their heads. 
This, however odd it might seem, and however 
unworthy of the name of Taste, was cultivated, was 
admired, and still has its professors in different parts 
of England. There is something, they say, in it con- 
genial to our old Gothifr constitution; L should' 
xather think to our modem idea of liberty, which 
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Allows every one the privilege of flaying the foo!, 
and of making himself ridiculous in whatever way 
iie pleases. 

' According to the present prevailing whim, every 
thing is Chinese, or in the Chinese taste : or, as it 
is sometimes more modestly expressed, partly after 
the Chinese manner. Chairs, tables, chimney-pieces, 
&ames for lookipg-glasses^ and even our most vul- 
gar utensils, are all reduced to this new-fangled 
standard : and without-doors so universally has it 
spread, diat every gate to a cow-yard is in T's and 
2's, and every hovel for the cows has bells hanging 
at the comers. 

^The good people in the city are, I perceive, struck 
with this novelty ; and though some of them still 
TOtain the last fashion, the Gothic, yet others have 
J^egon to ornament the doors and windows of tiieir 
-'siiops with the more modem improvements. ^ 
. '* Had this taste prevailed in the latter end of 
Queen Anne's time, the new churches themselves had 
doubtless been pagodas; nay, it is expected at pre- 
sent that the Something which is rising on the build- 
ing at the Horse-guards, if ever it should come to a 
conclusion, will terminate at last partly after the 
Chinese manner. 

* I would beg leave, however, to propose, if our 
large public buildings are to be executed after Chi- 
nese models, that we should pursue the usual me- 
thods on such occasions. The inoculation for the 
small-pox, and other such hazardous experiments, 
were first executed upon condemned criminals. And, 
in my opinion, an experiment of this kind should 
first.be tried on an hospital, or a county worMiouse. 
I know it will be said, in answer to this, that conye- 
niency is chiefly to be studied in edifices of charity. 
But is conveniency to give way to Taste ? !s the ho- 
nour o^a nation to be less considered than tlie pw- 
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ticular exigencies of pnvate persons ? It is a thousaod 
pities that the hospitals of Chelsea and o£ Green- 
wich are already built ; their situations are the very 
spots one would have chosen for a trial of this sort. 
What numbers of httle lakes might have been let in 
from the Thames to wander among the pavilions ! 
And how commodiously might we have passed from 
ward to ward by bridges adorned with triumphant 
arches ! 

*• The encouragement of this taste may be worthy 
of the consideration of those gentlemen who have 
great possessions in the isle of Ely, or the fens of 
Lincolnshire. A Chinese town, happily situated^ 
may attract inhabitants, and make estates in those 
countries extremely desirable. Marshy grounds, 
which are now avoided, will become by this means 
the most sought after of any ; and we may live to 
see the hundreds of Essex crowded with villas. But 
I only hint these things to those whom they concern, 
and whose interest it maybe to pursue them farther. 
My intention, yoii perceive, is to make Taste useful 
to somebody at least, and to assign proper places for 
the exercise of our improved talents. 

' But while I am promoting the interest and enter- 
tainment of some of his majesty's subjects, I would 
not wilfully offend others, who may be a little infa- 
tuated through their zeal to their country. Many 
good patriots have been greatly alarmed at the 
spreading of the French language and the French 
fashions so universally over Europe ; and have ap- 
prehended, perhaps too justly, that their modes of 
religion and government might insinuate themselves 
in their turns. If any pious Englishman should 
have the same fears with regard to the Chinese cus- 
tom and manners, I have the satisfaction to inform 
him, that nothing of that kind can reasonably be 
dreaded» We may rest secure that our firm faitl^ 
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will never be' staggered by the tenets of F^ohi^ nor 
our practice vitiated by the morals of Confucius ; 
at least we may be certain that the present innova- 
tions are by no means adequate to such an effect : 
for on a moderate computation, not one in a thou- 
sand of all the stiles, gates, rails, pales, chairs, tem- 
ples, chimney-pieces, &c. &c. &c. which are called 
Chinese, has the least resemblance to any thing that 
China ever saw ; nor would an English church be a 
less uncommon sight to a travelling mandarin, than 
an English pagoda. I think it necessary to say thud 
much, in order to quiet the scruples of conscientious 
persons, who will doubtless be more at ease when 
they consider that our Chinese ornaments are not 
only of our own manufacture, like our French silks 
and our French wines, but, what has seldom been 
attributed to the English, of our own invention, 
I am, Sir, your most humble servant, 

H. S/ 
*To THE Public 

* Whereas a subscription for a subsidy for the use 
of King Theodore was opened at TuUy's-head in Pall- 
Mall, thetwe;ity-secondof last month, This is to give 
notice that by order of Mr. Fitz-Adam, the said 
subscription will be closed on Tuesday the twenty - 
seventh of this instant March ; at which time the sub- 
sidy will be paid in. 

ROBBRT DODSLET.' 
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f SHALL make no apology for the following letters, 
or my own answers to them ; having been always of 
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opinion that works of criticism, are the chief strength 
and ornament of a public paper. 

^To Mr. Fitz-Ajoam. 
'SIR, 

' Though you set out with a good grace in the 
World, I cannot help thinking that a paper now- 
and-then upon reUgion might be very entertaining* 
I ara an officer in country-quarters, and as the chap- 
lain to the regiment happens to live altogether in 
town, I iiave no opportunity of knowing any thing 
of that affair, but from what I hear at church. 

I am, &c. A. Z.' 

*To Mr. A. Z. 

'SIR, 
^ That no officer in quarters may be under the net 
cessity of going to church, the World, for the fu- 
ture, shall be a religious one. I am, &ct 

A. Fitz-Adam.' 

' To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
• SIR, 

* I belong to a club of very serious clergymen, and 
am glad (so is every one of us) that you do not in- 
tend to meddle widi religion in your paper. It is 
certainly a subject of too much dignity and import- 
ance to be treated of in essays, which seem devoted 
to humour and the ridicule of folly. In the name of 
the whole club, I am, &c. J. Cl* 

' To Mr. J. C. 
•SIR, 

^ As it will be always my ambition to stand well 
with the clergy, they may assure themselves that 
die World shall have no religion in it. 

lam, dsc. A. Fitz-Adam.' 
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*To Mr. Fit2-Adam. 

' I cannot help being offended at your want of 
correctness in a paper, which, ih other respects, de* 
serves approbation. In Number I, you say, warn 
men to goodness. The yerb voam is unwarrantable 
in this place : we are warned by or from, but not ia 
— *-The word should be incite; and so I have cot-' 
rected it in my own paper. In Number III, line 2,> 
you have the colloquial barbarism of doing a thing 
by a man instead of to, I cannot express how much 
I am hurt at so vulgar an impropriety. In Number 
VI, page 34, the verb display is used instead of its 
participle displaying. Perhaps it is only an error of 
the press: pray be careful for the future. I am 
willing to hope that these gross mistakes are only 
owing to inadvertency. If so, I rest, 

Your admirer, Phii>ologos.* 

*To Philologos. 

'SIR, 
* I shall be very careful of mistakes for the future; 
and do assure you, upon my veracity^ that they have 
hitherto proceeded from nothing but inadvertency. 
I am, Sir, your obliged servant, 

A. Fitz-Adam.'' 

*To Adam Fitz-Adam, Esq. 
^ DEAR FITZ. 

' Lord * * * * and I laid hold of a d d prig of 

a university fellow yesterday, and carried him to our 
club; where, when the claret began to mount, your 
paper of the World happened to come upon the 
tapis. " That same Mr. Fitz-Adam," says he, <* is a 
very inaccurate writer ; peradventure I shall take an 
opportunity of telling him so in a short time." But, 
dear Fitz, if the prig should really &end you a letter. 
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smoke the parson^nd be witty. Your inacciiFacies, 
as he calls .them, are the characteristics of ft polite 
writer : by these alone our club are sure that you 
are a man of fashion. Away with pedantry and the 
grammar ! Write like a gentleman, and with Pope, 
ia his essay upon critics, 

Snatch a grace beyond the reach of nature* 

Yours, A. B/ 

* To Mr. a. B. 
'SIR, 

' In compliance with your advice, I shall avoid the 
pedantry of grammar, and be perfectly the gentle- 
man in my future essays. 

I am, your most obedient, 

A. Fitz-Adam.* 

*To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

'SIR, 

* I do not write to you to have the pleasure of see- 
ing myself in print : it is only to give you a little 
friendly advice. Take care of novels : the town 
swarms with them. That foolish story of Mrs. Wil- 
son, in your fourth and fifth papers, made me cry out 
that the World was at an end ! Yours, 

Tom Tell-Truth.' 

' To Mr. Tell-Truth. 

' SIR, 

* 1 thank you for the caution, and will write no 
more novels. 

Your most humble servant, 

A. Fitz-Adam.' 

* To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
« SIR, 

* Your predecessor, the Spectator, did' not 'think , 
Ms labours altogether useless, which were dedicatecl 
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to us women. Those elegant moral tales, wludi 
make their appearance so frequently in his works, 
are so msmy proofs of his regard for ns. From the 
fourth and fifth numbers of die World we have the 
pleasure of hoping that the Spectator is revired 
among us. The story of Mrs. Wilson is a lesson of 
instruction to every woman in the kingdom^ and has 
given the author of it as many friends as he has 
readers among the sex. 

I am^Sir, your real admirer and humble servant, 

L.B.' 
' To Miss L. B. 
« MADAM, 

' As it will always be my chief happiness to please 
the ladies, I shall devote my future papers entirely 
to novels. 

Your obliged and most obedient servant, 

A. Fitz-Adam/ 

• To Mr, Fitz-Adam. 

•SIR, 

* If a plain grave man may have leave to tell you 
a little truth, 1 must inform you, that though I like 
your manner very much, I have great objections to 
your matter. He who only slums surfaces wiD 
gather nothing but straws. If you are the philoso- 
pher you would have us think you, give us some- 
thing that may rest upon the memory, and improve 
while it entertains. I am, &c. Amicus.' 

*To Amicus. 
»S1R, 

* The World, for the future, shall be grave and 
philosophical ; the matter shall be regarded, and not 
the manner, I am, &c. A. Fitz-Adam/ 

^A MoKSiEUR Fitz-Adam. 

* Je suis enchant^, mon cher monsieur, de votre 
Monde. Depuis deux ans que je suis h, Londres, 
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j'ai apprifta3fiiez.d!Aiigl<H8 pour r^ntendre parfeite- 
menty mais je ne 8uis pas skhabile que Voltaire, pour 
recrire. Vous arez saisi tout k fait T^sprit Fran- 
cis ; ta^t d'enjouement, de legeret^, et de vivacity 1 
— Farbleu c*est charmant ! Donaez-nous de temps 
en temps .un vaudeville, ou quelque petite chanson a 
boire, et je me croirai k Paris. Le seul petit defaut 
que vous avez, c'est que vous sentez trop le Monde 
sage, il ne vous manque qu'un peu du Monde fou, 
pour plaire a tout le Monde^.et surtout k celui qui a 
I'honn^eur d'etre, monsieur, 

Yotre tr^s-humble et tr^s-obeissant serviteur, 

DOURILLAC/ 

*A Monsieur Dourillac. 
* Vous pouvez conter, monsieur, qu*il n*y a rien au 
monde que je ne fasse pour captiver la bien-veillance 
d'un si aimable homme. Tout ce qull a de gai, de 
volatile, et m^me evapor^ coulera des6rmais de ma 
plume. J'ai Thonneur d'etre, monsieur, 

Votre tr^B-humble et tr^s-obeissant serviteur, 

Fitz-Adam^! 

I have many more letters written in the same spirit 
of criticism, and consequently many more opinions 
of my own ; but as these may be thought sufficient 
at one time, I shall borrow an old fable, and con- 
clude this paper. 

An old man and a little boy were driving an ass 
to the next market to sell. ' What a fool is this fel- 
low/ says a man upon the road, ' to be trudging it 
on foot with his, son, that his ass may go light !' The 
old man, hearing this, set his boy upon the ass, and 
went whistling by the side of him, ' Why,. sirrah T 
cries a second man to the boy, * is it fit for you to 
be riding, while your poor old father is walking on 
foot?' The father, upon this rebuke, took down his 
boy from the ass, dud mounted himself. . * Do you 



72 WORLD. H* 14. 

see/ acjs a tbird» * iiov tlie hxy old knaTe lidea 
along upoa fais beast, wkfle bis poor little boy is al- 
most crippled with walking?* The old man no 
sooner heard this, than he took np his son behind 
hint. * Pray, honest friend,' says a Ibnith, * is that 
ass your own ? — * Yes,* says the man. * One 
would not have thought so/ replied the other» * by 
your loading him so unmercifully. You and your 
son 3ie better able to carry the poor beast than he 
you/ — ^ Any thing to please,' says the owner ; and 
alighting with his son, they tied the legs of the 
ass together, and by the help of a pole endeavoured 
to cany him upon their shoulders over the bridge 
that led to the town. This was so entertaining a 
sight that the people ran in crowds to laugh at it ; 
till the ass, conceiying a dislike to the over-oomplai* 
sance of his master, burst asunder the cords that 
tied hiiD, slipt from the pole, and tumbled into the 
river. The poor old man made the best of his way 
home, ashamed and vexed that by endeavouring to 
please every body, he had pleased nobody, and lost 
his ass into the bargain. 
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I BO not doubt but it is already observed, that I 
write fewer letters to myself than any of my prede^ 
cessors. It is not from being less acquainted with 
my own merit, but I really look upon myself as su- 
perior to such little arts of fame. Compliments, 
which I should be obliged to shroud under the name 
of a third person, have very little relish for me. If 
I am not considerable enough to pronounce e% ca« 
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thedra, that I Adam Fitz*»Adam know how to rally 
tfae.foUieSy and decide upon the customs of the world 
with more wit, humour, learnings, and taste, than any 
man living, I have in vain undertaken the scheme 
of this paper. Who would be regulated by the judg^ 
ment of- a man, who. is not the most self-sufficient 
person alive? Why did all the pretty women in 
England, in the reign of Queen Anne, submit the 
government of their fans, hoods, hoops, and patches, 
to the Spectator, but because he pronounced him- 
self the best critic in fashions ? Why did half the 
nation imbibe their politics from the Craftsman, but 
because Caleb d'Anvers assured them that he under- 
stood the maxims of government and the constitu- 
tion of his country better than any minister or pa- 
triot of his time? Throned as I am in a perfect good 
ofMnionof my own abilities, L scorn to taste the sa- 
tisfaction of praise from my own pen — and (to be 
hnmbje for once) I own, if there is any- species pf 
writing of which I am not, perfect master, it is the 
epistolary. My deficience in this partioilar is hap- 
pily common to me with the greatest men : I can 
even go farther, and declare that it is the Fair part 
of the creation which excels in that province. Ease 
without affectation, the politest expression, the Jiap- 
piest art of telling news or trifles, the most engaging 
tUrns^of sentiment or passion, are frequently found 
in letters from women, who have lived in a? sphere 
at all above the vulgar ;- while on the other side ora.* 
tors write affectedly, ministers: obscurely, poets fio. 
ridly, learned men pedanticsJly, and soldiers tolera- 
bly, when they can spell. One would npt have one's 
daughter write like Eloisa, . because one would not 
have one's daughter feel what she felt; yet who ever 
wrote ^o movingly, so to the , heart ? . The amiable 
Madame de'Sevigne is the standard of easy engag- 
ing writing ! to call her the pattern of eloquent wri- 
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ting wiQ not te thoiq|ht an exaggewtiony utien I le- 
fer my readers to her aoconnts of the death of Mar- 
shal Turenne: some litde fragments of her letters, 
in the appendix to RamsaVs life of that hero, gire 
a stronger picture of him than the historian was able 
to do in his voluminous work. If this Fair One's 
epistles are liable to any censure, it is for a fimlt in 
which she is not likdy to be often imitated, the ex- 
cess of tenderness for her daughter. 

The Italians are as proud of aperson of the same 
sex : Lncretia Gonzago was so celebrated for the 
eloquence of her letters and the purity of their style, 
that her very notes to her servants were collected 
and published. I have never read the collectioii : 
and indeed one or two billets that I have met with, 
have not entirely all the delicacy of Madame de 8e- 
vigne. In one to her footman, the Signora Gonzago 
reprehends him for not readily obeying Dame Lucy, 
her housekeeper; and in another, addressed to the 
same Mrs. Lucy, she says, * If Ltvia will not be dbe* 
dient, turn up her coats and whip her till her flesh 
be black and blue, and the blood run down to her 
heels/ To be sure this sounds a little oddly to 
English ears, but maybe very elegant, when modu- 
lated by the harmony of Italian liquids. 

Several worthy persons have lud down rules for 
the composition of letters ; but I fear it is an art 
which only nature can teach. I remember in one of 
those books (as it was written by a German) llieie 
was a strict injunction not to mention yourself befbte 
you had introduced the person of your c<ffrespond- 
ent : that is, you must not use the monpjiyllable I 
before the pronoun You. The Italians have stated 
expressions, to be used by different ranks of men, 
and know exactly when to subscribe themselves the 
devoted, or the most devoted, slave of the illustrious 
or most eminent persons to whom they have the h»- 



.«* 14. WOELB. 7S 

nour to write. It is tnie^ in that country, Uiey have 
so clogged Gorrespondence wHh forms and civilities, 
lint they seldom make use of their own language, 
but generally write to one anoither in French. 

Among many instances of beautiful letters from 
ladies, and of me contrary from our sex, I shall se* 
lect two, which are very smgular in their kind. The 
comparison, to be sure, is not entirely fair; but when 
I mendon some particulars of the male author, one 
■ig^t expect a Uttle< m<»e elegance, a little better 
orthography, a little more decorum, and a good deal 
less absuraity, than seem to have met in one head, 
!iriHch had seen so much of the world, which pre* 
tended so ikiuch to literature, and which had worn 
so long one of the first crowns in Europe* This 
personage was the Emperor Maximilian, grandfather 
to Charles the Vth. His reign was lon^, sometimes 
ahintng, often unprosperons, very often ignominious, 
ifis fickleness, prodigality, and indigence, were no* 
torionSb The Italians called him Pochi'danarif or the 
pemufkM; a quality no more habitual to him, than 
his propensity to repair his shattered fortunes by the 
most unbecoming means* He served under our 
Henry the Eighth, as a common soUier at the siege 
of Terouenne, fi>r a hnndred crowns a day : he was 
bribed to the attempt against Pisa, and bribed to 
givte it «vcr. In short, no potentate ever undertook 
to engs^ him in a treaty, irithout first ofiering him ' 
money. Yet this vagabond monarch, as if the an- 
nals, of his reign were too glorious to be described 
bf a plebeiaii pen, or as if they were worthy to be 
described at all, took the pains to write his own life 
in Dutch ^erse* Thert was another book of his com-* 
{Mtition tn a diftrent way, which does not reflect 
mxuA more lustre upon his memory than his own 
iEhiixsh epic ; this was what he called his Hvre rouge^ 
and was aiegirtter of seventeen mortifications whidli 

h2 



76 WORL». K* 14. 

he i^ad received from Louis thelVelfth.of Fnmee, 
and which he intended to revenge on the 'first oppor- 
tunity. After a variety of shifts, breach, of promkes, 
alliances, and treaties, he almost duped fais vaki 
contemporary Henry the Eighth, with a proposal of 
resigning the empire to htm, while himself was me- 
ditating what he thought an accession of dignity 
even to* the imperial diadem : in short, in the. latter 
part of his life, Maximilian took it into his head to 
cabvass for the Papal Tianu Several methods were 
agitated to compass this object of his ambition : one, 
and not the least ridiculous, was, to pretend that Ihe 
patriarchal dignity was included in the imperial; ^and 
by virtue of that definition he really assumed tlie 
tide of.Ponttfex Maximus, copying the Pagan, lords 
of Rome on his. way to the sovereignty of the Chris- 
tian church. Money he. knew was tiie surest method^ 
but the least at his command ; it was to procure a 
supply of that necessary ingredient that he wrote <die 
following letter, to his daughter Margaret, Duchess 
Dowager of Savoy, and governess of th^ Netherlands. 
'* Tres chiere et tres am^e fylle, j^ entendu Tavis 
que votts m'avez donn^ par Guyllain Pingun notite 
garderobes, dont avonst encore mieux pens^ ^ £t ae 
trouvohs point ponrr. nulle resuil bon que nous nous 
devonsfraikchement maxiervmaes avons pftds i^ant 
mys notre . deliberation, let volodt^ide .joints i phis 
banter faem nue. :£t envoyosds rd4inain li^oBSb/cte 
Gurce Evesque A Rome devers^le pfipe pbur troover 
fachon qtie: nous puyssiins atcoorder lavec ^hf. de a^iui 
prend]^' pour ung . odadjniteur, affii| quB' Bprem jfo, 
mdrt pouruhs estre assure d^*avoar.le papbt^'etide* 
venis prester, et apresrestte aaiit, et qiue'yipitbua 
sera de i^cessite que apres jnamortrvoMSS^oisteoB-. 
traint de me adorer, dont je me- trover4 Iboua f^oilDesi 
Je envoye 'sur! ce ung 'pbste! devecs le' rQyid^Atogdl 
oar ly prier qu'y nousivQuUe ayder'pour i^-.cmi^axh 
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?«w, dMt il Ml aimsy eontent, mor/umt 4|im je re* 
iigtte renpir k Dottre coaioi fyls Charb, de aeU 
attMy je me Bmy% oontente. Je commaiice aussy 
ptaeliker les Carahiaulx, doat ii C. ou iii C« mylle 
dncato me feniat nag grand aertice, areque la par- 
thiit6 qai est dga entre eoa. La ray d'ArogoQ k 
iBaiid^ a son ambaxadeurqae yl veuleat fiennoarysef 
la pupal a nous* Je vMs piie, tenet cette matere 
empu teeict, ossi bitn en brieff jouis je creins que 
yl mutqve tout le monde le aacbe, car bienflsal esti 
po8«Ue depraidGer ung tel ay grand matewaecrete* 
menty pour taqoell yl ftnt avoer de laat de gana et 
de wgesfBt^ auccors et pratikey et a Did, saet de la 
inain de wtrebon peve Maximilianas futur pape le 
xyiii jour de setembre. Le papa a encor les vyeyers 
ddbiB) et ne peult loi^ement vfTieJ 

This curious piece, which it is impossible to trans- 
late (for what language can give an adequate idea 
of Tery bad old Oerman French) I is to be found in 
the fourth Tolume of letters of Louis XIL, printed 
at Brussels, by Fr. Foppens in 1712. It will be suf. 
fioieiit to inform such of my readers as do not un- 
derstand French, diat Us impenal majesty apcjpiaints 
ins beknred daughter that he designs never to ire* 
foent naked wiobma any moiiey but to use sdl hiaen- 
deasronrs to procure the papacy, and then to tnnt 
priest, ^«■d at length become a saint, that lus dear 
danehter may be obliged to pray to hun, which he 
Abu. reckon matter of exceeding glory. He ex- 
presses great want of two or threehundred thousand 
daieats to facilitate the business, which he desires 
aaay be kept very secret, though he does not daufat 
ipM. all the woBu will know it in two or three days; 
4Mid condhidea wkh signing himself ykfifi^? Poy^ 

As a contraat to this scrap of imperial foUy, I shall 
fvesent my readers with the other letter I mentioned. 
U, was anriftten by the Lady Anne, widow of the 
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Eark of Doffsetand Pembroke Qi» Ufe of the^foen^v 
of whom Bhe.wroteX aad heiiSBs of the groat lious^ 
of Giiffofd'^iui^eTland, from: which, among many 
uoble reversi(iii8,6heeiiioy£d the borough of Appleby^ 
Sir Joseph Williamson* seop^siry <of state to Gharl^ 
&e Second, wnote to name a eaiididate. to he^ £bir 
that borough : the brave coacitessy with .all the spicH 
of her ancestors^, and mihioik. the eloquenoe sii in^€^ 
pendent Gceeoe, returned this laconic- ans^vec . . .» 
• - M have !been bullied ^by an usurper^ I ]a&vp be^^ 
n^lected by a court,: but I. will aot be dictated to by 
a subject ; your man abmi!ti sfcandv 

I > . ANNJf, PoAaSXyPj&MB^QKEy 

' .and MfKSftQQUBKY.' 
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It has been imagined, that if an ancient inhabitant 
of this island, some old Saxon for eicample,.OT even 
in latter thniBS, a subject of one of oyr Harrys or our 
Edwards; could rise from his grave and take a sui:- 
rey of the present generation, he^woiild never sua* 
pect us to be the descaidantsi of his contemporaries, 
but would' stare about with siirprise, and be apt. to 
fancy himself among a nation of foreigners, if not 
among a race of aniinals of a different species. I 
have sometimes thought that such a person, would 
be no less puzzled to: know his country again, than 
his countrymen ; such a change would he find in the 
natural face of England, as well as in the manners 
of its inhabitants. The great increase of public and 
private buildings, the difference, of architecture, the 
frequent navigation of rivers, and above all the in- 



tfodtfiction aad.^hknsioal ^vi^uriattoas: o£ gaideiua^ 
have' cofitribiuted so efieGtiifdly.to.]i0w-^cU3e8s.;tiur 
klaiid, which bdbre wos coremd ifitkn yode loMotB 
a&d extended marBhes, that it would require some 
lime and pains to discover her aacieiLt fea'tuneaimdar 
<so total a disguise. This is. more particularly the 
case with the counties adjacefat to London^ over 
vhich the-Oeniiis of gardeitfBg exercises. his power 
soidfioii add so wantonly, that they ue ueually aew^ 
Cd^eated- once in twenty.or thirty years, and no traces 
left of . their former condition. Nor b this to b^ 
.wondered at; for gardening, being the dresaof ittt^ 
lure« is as liaUe to the caprices of fashiouy as are 
the dresses of the human bodj.: and there is a cet- 
jtain mode of it in every age, which grows iemtiquated, 
.and becomes obsolete and ridiculous in the next. 
So .that were any man of taste now to lay out his 
^ound in the style which prevailed less thaKk half 'a 
century ago, it would occasion as much astonish- 
ment and laughter, as if a modern beau should ap- 
pear in 'the drawing-room in red stockings^ or intro- 
duce himself into a potite assembly in one of my 
liord Foppingtoh's periwigs. 
. What was the prevailing mode in Milton's days 
may l>e guessed from a passage in his II Penseroero, 
where he describes retired leisure taking his delight 
in trim gardens. The practice, it seems, was to em- 
broider and flourish over the ground with curious 
knots of jixrmrs^ as the same poet calls them in an- 
other part of his works ; and m this there wa^ some- 
thing of cheerfulness and gaiety at least, though the 
judicious eye could not help being displeased with 
the fantastic quaintness of the design. 

James the Second was deposed, and the^immortal 
King William came to the crown of these kingdoms; 
an era as remarkable in the annals of gardening as 
in those of government; but far less aus{»oiou8 in 



$hm fttioier iiiBUaee^^ !%• maoniiiil fnatty of Yews 
otaaeo9» wilh tbe house of Orange; tme so mbre 
tttsteof HoMawl grew intovogve; enlstraigkt csksIs, 
leotMiiMal wmlks, aad rows of dipt STergveeiie were 
«UliKmode« It wm the cenplmieAt which Englsiid 
{Med her newsoreraigi&, to wear the dress of a^teh 
metase. The royal gardens of Kensington, Hamp- 
tooHOoort, sad kichaMsnd, set the example; and 
food wUgs dntingmslwd dieir loyalty bj fctching 
thehr plaM frets ttie same country, wUcn had the 
liononr of producing their king; a coontry never 
ineally eelehmtad for taste in any instance, and 
bast of ail m the eitide now nd«^ oeneiderlition. 
-Bet socifa lasra the errors of the tivKS ; oer eennois* 
jeine iat tbehr seal all became Mynheers ; and k 
woald prohiibly hat^ been then esteemed as great « 
imuk of disafieetieii to liave laid out ground ^^ferent 
Aom thetrae Belgio model, as k would be now to 
wear m white rose on the tenth of Jwie. 

This Dtttxsh absuvdity, like fOl odser follies, htA 
its ran, and in time expired. The great Kent i^ 
peawd at length in befadf of suKtare, declared war 
against the taste in fasyan, and laid the axe to the 
vootofertificialever^greens* Gudenswere no longer 
Med with yews in the shape of giants, Noah's ark 
out in holly, SU George afna the dragon in box, cy- 
pvess k>ver«, lanrustise bears, mid all that race <rf 
reot-boand monsters, which flourished so long, and 
looked so tremendcwB found the ^edges of every 

S SB-plat. At the same time the dull unifformity of 
igrangwas baoished; hig^ walls, exdudmgthe 
ooutitry, were thrown down : and it was no longer 
thought necessary that every grove should nod at m 
vival, and every walk be paired with a twin-brother. 
Thegreait master ebove-menlioned, truiy the disciple 
of na^ture, imitated her in the agreeable widness and 
beaiatifid irregularity of her plans^ of whioh dier<e are 
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some noble examples etillremaiiiiiif^ that abwidftotly 
shew the power of his creadye genius. 

Bat it is our misfortune that we always run beyond 
the goal> and are nerer contented to rest at that 
point where perfection ends, and ^icess and absur- 
dity begin. Thus our present artists m gardening 
far exceed the wikLnesci of nature ;'and pretending to 
improve on the plans of Kent^ distort their ground 
into irregularities the most offensive that can be ima^ 
gtned. A great comic painter has proved, I am to]d» 
in a piece every day.expe6sted, that. the line of beauty 
is an S: I take this to be the unanimous opinion. df ^ 
all our prolessors of hortictilturey who seem to haive 
the most idolatrous venerattoft for that crooked letter 
at the. tail' bf the alphabet. Their land» their water, 
must be serpentine: jandbecttuseithe formality of the 
last age ran tbo much into right lines and paralkls, 
a spirit of opposition carries'th^ fpresedt universril^ 
into curves and ma^es. -: i ) ' . ' i 

It was jquestioned of some, old meitheifaticiaby a 
great bigot .todiis favourttesoiencef whether be would 
consent to go to heaven in any path Ibat was- not 
triangular? It may, I thmk, willi eqnal pitopriety 
be questioned of a. 'modem gardener^ .whether he 
would eondent'to go thither Sn any path thali is wt 
sdrpentine? ' Nothing, on earth at least, cto^i^eifise 
out of that! model; and tkete is le^on to.believ^l, 
thatparadbe itself would have no Storms toiB osieof 
these';^ehil0men,'unles6. its. walikSiM)dtdposedi itAo 
. labyrintik 'and nbeander. In s^ioiis trti^,:tbef (V.^st 
niiHtituder0f /grotesque little villas, :^hiphr gt'Qpv ,ttp 
'^rery sitoihciir, within acettaindisl^ilicsx^f L^nd^ 
and swarm more especially on ithe/bftpksl^fftf^ 
'ThMQes,>afefiatalproo&of |lie4i^eD^sat»y of Qi^ na- 
t^eteKasle. i With a description ofonejpfitbes^iwirtn- 
sical n^ifigf^ and withia&w prevH^Ks i9m«k9r<IB0P 
jlihei ownefc.'of it, I. shall conclude thi^ papei;* : uf^-r'. 
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Squire MiiriiEOoin> tke prafenC worthy ponemMr 
of Block-hilly w«B bom at a Utde dirtyviUage in Heit- 
fordrinre, aiid receiyed the rudiments of his educa- 
tion behind a writing^esk, under the eye of his lather, 
who was an attomey-at^law. It is not material to 
relate by what mems he broke loose from the bond- 
age of pardimmt; or by what steps he rose from 
{MTimflsval meanness and obscurity to his present sta- 
tion in Itfe. Let it be sufficient to say, that at the 
age of forty he found himself in possessiott of a con- 
sklerable fbrtune. Bein^ thus enriched, he grew am- 
bitious of introducing himself to the world as a man 
of taste and pleasure: for which purpose he put an 
edgmg of silver laoe on his serrants' waistcoals, to<^ 
into keeping a brace of whores^ and resolved to have 
a villa. Full of this pleasing idea^ he purchased an 
eld form-kouee, not mr distant from the place of his 
nadvity, and foil to bvilding and planting with M the 
rage of taste. The old mansion immediately shot 
np'into godiie spires, and was plastei^d over with 
etoeeo : the wiftUs were notched into batdemmits ; 
ttttceutfi animal were set grmntng at one anoth^ 
<$ver ^e gate-posts, and the hall was fortified ^mtfa 
rustyewonisajMi pistols, and a Medina's head staring 
tMBveildoUs over the <^imney* When he had pro- 
eeededthue for^ he discovered in good time tiiat hb 
house Was'ttOt habitable; which obUged him to add 
twotootnseatii«lynew, and entirely incoherent widi 
Hit Mt 0^ the Im^jfaig. Thus while one half is de- 
stgbed to give you the idea of an old Gothic edifice, 
the other half presents to your view Venetian win* 
d|ows, slices <tf pilaster, balustrades, and other parts 
oif Itdian arehitectare. 

A library of bodi:6, aeit is esteemed an essMitial 
oiwafttent in a mo(lish villa, was the nextobj^ctof the 
^squlKe's ambition, i was conducted inta this: apart- 
ment soon after 'its completion) and eoubi not nelp 
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obBenriof wt& some sorprite thai ail the volmnet <m 
the shelves were in duodeamo: at uluch expressing 
a coriosit^y I reoeiYed the ibUowing answer, yeitrntim s 
* Why, Sir, V\\ inform you how that matter oame to 
pass ; I ordered my carpenter to ticlUe am up a neat 
fashionable set of cases for the reception of books, 
and the d — d blundering booby made all the shelres, 
as you see, of a size, only to hold your duodecimos, 
as they caU them; so I was dbUged, you know, to 
purchase books of a proper dimmnon^ and such as 
would fit the places diey were to stand in.' 

But the triumph of his genius was seen in the dis- 
position of his gardens, which contain every thing in 
less than two acres of ground. At your first entrance, 
the eye is saluted with a yellow serpentine river, 
stagnating through a beautiful valley, which extends 
near twenty yards in length. Over the river is thrown 
a Imdge, jMrtly m the Chineu manner^ and a little 
ship, widi sails spread, and streamers flying, floats 
in the midst of it When you have passed thid 
bridge, you enter into a grove perplexed with errors 
and crooked walks; where having trod the same 
eround over and over again, through a labyrinth of 
horn-beam hedges, you are led into an old hermitage 
built with roots of trees, which the squire is pleased 
to call 8l Austin's cave. Here he desires you to 
repose yourself, and expects encomiums on his taste ; 
after which a second ramble begins through another 
maze of walks, and the last error is much worse than 
the first. At length, when you almost despair of 
ever visitmg daylight any more, you emerge on a 
sadden in an open and circular area, richly checkered 
with beds of flowers, and embellished with a little 
foimtain playing in the centre of it. As every folly 
most have a name, the squire informs you, that by w^ 
of tMm he has cfaristened this place Little Mofybom; 
at the upper end of which you are conducted into a 
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pompous, clumsy, and gilded buildiag, said to l>e a 
temple, and consecrated to Venus ; for no other reason 
which I could learn, but because the squire riots here 
sometimes in vulgar love with a couple of orange- 
wenches, taken from the purlieus of the playhouse. 
To conclude, if one wished to see a coxcomb ex- 
pose himself in the most effectual manner, one would 
advise him to build a villa; which is the chef -d'isuvre 
of modem impertinence, and the most conspicuous 
stage which folly can possibly mount to display her- 
self to the world. 
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It was very well said by Montaigne, * That all ex- 
ternal acquisitions receive taste and colour from the 
internal constitution ; as clothes give warmth, not 
from their own heat, but by covering and keeping 
close the heat that is in ourselves/ 

Every man's experience will prove the truth of 
this observation; as it will teach him, both from what 
he feels in himself, and observes in others, that with- 
out a; disposition for happiness, the benefits and 
blessings of life are bestowed upon him in vain; and 
that wifii it, even a bare exemption from poverty and 
pain is almost happiness enough. 

I am led to this thought by the following letter, 
which I received- near two years ago from a very 
valuable friend. The reader will perceive that it was 
not written with a view of publication ; but as it pre- 
sents us with a very handsome picture of domestic 
happiness, and instructs us how an elegant' little 
family may live charitably and within bounds upon 
an income of only fifty pounds a year, I shall give 
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it to the puUic exactly as I receiired it Those who 
have feeling hearts \rtll call it an entertainment; to 
the rest it is not written. 

' DEAR SIR, York, June the 14tb, 1751. 

■* The reason that you: have not heard from me for 
these last five weeks is, that the people where I have 
been have engrossed all my time and attention. Per- 
haps you win be surprised to hear, that I have lived 
a complete month with our old friend, the rector of 
South-Green, and his honest wife. 

' You know with what compassion we used to think 
of them ; that a man who had mixed a good deal with 
the world, and who had always entertained hopes of 
making a figure in it, should foolishly, and at an 4ige 
whien people generally grow wise, throw away his 
affections upon a girl worth nothing : and that she, 
one of the liveliest of women, as well as the finest, 
should refuse the many advantageous offers which 
were made her, and fdlow a poor parson to his living 
of fiifty pounds a-year, in a remote corner of the king- 
dom . But I ha ve learnt from experience that we have 
been pitying the happiest couple of our acquaintance. 
I am impatient to tell you' all I know of them. 

/f The' parish of South-Green is about seventeen 
miles froln this place, and is in my opinion the most 
pleasing spot of ground in all Yorkshire. — I should 
have first told you, that our friend, by the death of 
a relation, was enabled to carry his wife from London 
with a neat two hundred and fifty guineas in his pocket ; 
with which sum he has converted the old parsonage- 
house into a little palace, and fourteen a€res of glebe 
into a farm and garden, that even a Pelham or a 
Southcote might look upon with pleasure. 

^ The house stands'npon an eminence within the 
bending of a river, with about half an acre of kitohen- 
garden, fenced in with a good old wall, well planted 

xxyi. I 
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with friiiltreet* Tke river dmtatmoitMmHmdiliiii 
little Bpot, aibrdB them fish al all ieaaons. Thmf 
catch trout there^ and plenty of them, firom two tofittt 
pounds wei^t. Before the house is a little lawn with 
trees planted in clumps ; and behind it a yard well 
stocked with poultry, with a bam/cow^umsey and 
dairy. At the end of the garden a draw*bridge leads 
you to a small piece of ground, where three or few 
pigs are. kept. Here they are &ttened for poik or. 
baoon ; the latter they cure themselTes; and in aS 
my life I neyer eat better. 

^ In the seven years of this retirement, they have 
so planted their little spot, that you can hardly con- 
ceive any thing more beautiful. The fields Ue all to*- 
gether, with pasture ground enough for two .horses 
and as many cows, and the rest arable. Every thing 
thrives under their hands. The hedges, all of thek 
own planting, are the thickest of any in the country, 
and within every one of them is a sand-walk between 
a double row of flowering shrubs, hardly ever out ot 
blossom. The produce of these fields supplies them 
abundantly vrith the means of bread and beer, and 
with a surplus yearly for the poor, to whom they aie 
the best benefactors of any in the neighbourhood. 
The husband brews and the wife bakes ; he manages 
the farm and she the dairy ; and botli with such skill 
and industry, that you would think them educated 
to nothing else. 

^ Th^ir house consists of two parlours and a kitchen 
below, and two bedchambers and a servant's room 
above. Their maid is a poor woman's dau^ter in 
the parish, whom they took at eleven years dd, and 
have made the handiest girl imaginable. She is ex* 
tremely pretty, and might marry herself to advan- 
tage, but she loves her mistress so sincerely, that- no 
temptation is strong enough to prevail upon her to 
leave her. 
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* In thii iweet rftirement they havo a boy and a 
gfad; the boj six years old, and the girl four; both 
of them die prettiest little things that ever were bom. 
The girl is the mj picture of her motli^r) with the 
|uiie softness of heart and t«n(^« The boy is a 
jolly dojgy and lores mischief: but if yoci tell him an 
interesting stcH*y, he wiU cry for an hour together. 
The husband and wife constantly go to bed at ten ; 
and rise at six. Ilie bwriness of &e day is commcmly 
foiished by dinner^tiine; and all after is aminement 
and pleasure^ mthoat any set forms. Thev are al- 
most worshij^d by)the parishioners^ to whom the 
dootor is not only d^e spiritual directorybutthe phy* 
sician, t^ sutgeon^ (he apothecary, the lawyer, the 
stsewasC, the friend, and the cheerftil companion. 
TfaeHbest people in the country are fond of fisitiag 
theas ; diey call it going to see the wonders of York* 
ihire, and say that they never eat so heartily as of 
ties par8on*s bacen and greens. 

* I told you at the beginning of this letter that they 
were Ihe happiest couj^e of e«r acquaintance ; and 
now I will tell you why they are so* In the first place, 
they love and are delighted with each othen A seven 
teafe' nianiage> instead of lessening their affections, 
has increased them. They wish for nothing more 
1hia» #bat dMir little income affords them( and even 
of thait little t^ey lay up. Our friend showed me his 
account of expenses, or tather his wife's account ; 
by which it i^pears that they haVeiainsd yearly ftom 
flfteen shilBngs to a giiinea, exclusive kA about the 
staoe sittn, which they distribute among the poor, bc'- 
ankis hariey, wheat, and twenty other tilings. Their 
only articled Inxitiry is tea : but Ihe doctor-says he 
sroidd forbid that, if his wife ooukl foi^et her Lon* 
doll education* However, they seldom ofier it but 
to their best wtoftmy; aftd lees than a poand will 
last them a tweh^mMndi. Wine likOy have none, nOr 
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will. Ihey receive it as a present. Their oosstdnt 
drink is small beer and ale, both of whieh they brew 
in the highest perfection. . Exercise and temperance 
keep them in perpetual health and goed-humonr. All 
the strife between them is who shall please and oblige 
most. Their faTourite. amusement is reading : . now- 
and-then, indeed, oar friend scribbles a little ; but 
his performances reach no farther than a short ser* 
Qion, or a paper ofyerses in praise of his wife. Every 
birth-day of the lady is constantly celebrated in this 
manner ; and though you do not read a Swtft to his 
Stella, yet tb^re is something so sincere and tender 
in these little pieces, that I could never read any d 
them without tes^* In the fine afternoons and even* 
ings. they arei .walking Arm aad arm, with their boy 
and girl, about their grounds;, but how che^ul,' 
hpw happy I .is not to be uAd you* Their childreii 
life hardly so much phildren as themselves. Bdt 
though they love one another even to dotage, their 
fondness never atppears before company. I never 
S9W either o€ them .so much Its. playing with the 
other's hand — J mean only when.they have known I 
was within sight of them ; I have stolen upon them 
uiwilf ares indeed, and have been witness to suoh 
words and lopks as have quite melted me. 

<• With this Couple, and in this retireiAisnt, Ihave 
piss^ l»y time aii&Qe you heard from ttm* iHowlla]^ 
p^' I i^^d notf aay : oome ahd^ a (judge youuself $ 
^yi4v:it^yQil.wosthQiartiiy»,ii . '>';; i •;•.•/ nl 
. ,' OnQihts^ }:bad forgot totellyojuoKithemo it 
makes no part pH their {htiippiilesa thafcrtHey can ocan^ 
pare itKemselres mtti the test of the.#orld^who wtet 
minds .to «njoy 'diemselves .as dneyl do. ' It rather 
l^sii^ns than increases it. ThOir, vWnlhAffiii^m 
from theirown hearts. They batF^ every tUngtJie^ 
wish fpr^in thifr fifty pomnds (t yeaptand one aiiother. 
Tb^y m^ke. op boast;. of th^maelviscl^ nor fiodf fanlt 
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«Mi«ny iKody. They «re Miry I «m not m tnppy 
«i ikey ^ but are far tooi adviring me t» mire at 
Iribey wive done* I left a bank note of twenty pottnde 
btfundaae ia my KMmi,eQcloeed in a letter of thankft 
ifortheirmilitieitome; but it was retomed me thie 
morning to York, in a manner tbat pleaeed me more 
thaiMiU tbt rest of their betiaviouT. Our friend Hiank- 
«d me<brtlie fatoiir I isteaided him; bat tcM me I 
cotM bestow it better amoi^ tbe poor. Tbat his 
wife aiMl be had been lookmg over tbe (uaAj ac- 
leoiints of latft mouthy and that tbey Iband mis a few 
abiOia^ in their debt Hiat if I djd not think Uiey 
weare % thonsand times over-paid by the pleasure I 
faftd ghen tiiem, they would be obliged to me fer « 
potmd of tea, and a little of Hardham^s snulTwIi^ I 
got to LoiMlon> 

* 1 hope soon to see you, and to entertaiii you by 
die we^^idth the paiticolars of the parson and hie 
srife. Tin then, I am»4^' 
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Twicn in everv year are solemnized tibose grand 
di^riions, with which our nobUity, eentry, and 
othetiSy entertain themselves at Newnwiket; and as 
dB8 is the temal season for the celebration of those 
onriotts sports and festivals, and as they are, attliis 
tinie> Ukdy to be held with the utmost splendour 
and magnmcence, I think it may not be improper to 
anmse my town readers wilii one single paper up<m 
diesnt^ect. 

In tfuB I will endeavour to set forth the useful- 
nese of Ibeee amuversary meetings, describing the 

I 3 
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iMuiDfeF and mfitbod of eidiibitia^i such fatam ; . and 
tUen 8heiii¥dbat beaefit may arise to the' ki^gxlDBit 
fay horseHraoBB in general^ on the one hand; wsii 
v^jhat detiimerit may happen tnm thoai to the ptfo^ 
Jio^ on the other, by their spreadiog jteiK^ widely: over 
the whole kingdom, .. m . 

. I redd in onn of the newdpepilr^ of- laatr wtek the 
followiBg aftiek]tH< Tis said Jthal gaitets>at Newt 
^arket jare.fot at foar guineas each, for the jtiiike o( 
the laieetfcig/ ; What, said I to wiy$fM, are jfm pirn* 
^paj. n^Bity' eontent iti lie in garrets^ al fiHoh an 
^KOrbitaiijt price, )fer the saike.of such amnsemiehte? 
Or are o^rjock^yrgentry, and tradesmen, ^^.trava^ 
gant enough , to thi^ow away their loopeoorn^ael I ioay 

{>rpperly (»U it on this oocatiodn) sk^ idly mi tidiou- 
ously ? To be sure there is not a more nobk 4i¥er* 
#ion thai^jthii9tfi In itS(Oi;iginal, it, was of ro^al instf- 
itution, audi carried, on in the begiUnitig with mueb 
hotioar^taiid integrity; but as tlie l^st constit^CtiHj^ 
will always degenerate, I am fearful this may be 
grown too much into a science, wherein the adepts 
may have carried matters to a nicety, not altogether 
reconcileable to the strictest notions of integrity; 
andwhich^may by degrees, by their affecting to be- 
come notable in the profession, corrupt the morals 
of our young nobility. The language of the place 
is generally: to be understood by the.rule pf contra- 
ries. . If any qnej says, his horse is a pretty, good one, 
but as sloiW:as,a jlowri'top, (for simues, are. much in 
use), you may conclude lum to be . an exceedinjg 
speedy, one, likt not ao good at bottom. If he men* 
tions.his design, of throwing a particidar. horse soon 
out of ^ratm'ng,.you.may be assured he has a mind 
to. match that horse as soon^as.he pan;, .and so it is 
in every thing else they throw out. Foreigners who 
come here for curiosity, xannot be. shewn a ^er 
sight than these races, which are almost peculiar to 
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ihifi cwntrj.:. buj^ I uwst ,co3Sfy$s tih^t ( have h^m 
agoietimes put. ^ llttfe. to .t}^e blu^h a)i; jnQideMts tb^ 
are pretty pirego^nt in the places. ; Ev^ry body is 
dr.es8ed ao per^ctly alik«> that i%.i» extr^ipely diffi* 
pult to di^tiogiiusb betw^ealiis Graoe and his GroQiQ* 
I have :heard.^ s^tranger ; ask a man of quality hoi>i( 
(^teB be diseased and watered his l^orses? hovf 
much qom, .and bi:ead| and hay^ he ga^e^em.? how 
many milest they liiougbt he . eo^ild. ru^, in. sucbii 
numbjjer of minutes? and,. how., Ipi^g'ih^. bs^.iUved 
with bis m^er ? Those ,wbo baye beet) at tb^ plac^ 
will notbe surppsed at these qopstakes ; for a. pair 
of boots, and buckskin breieicbes^:. a fustian frpck» 
with a leather belt about, it, and a black velyet capi 
la the commop coyeri^g of th^ whole town : so that 
if the inside (does not ditier, the outside of my Iqrd 
and his rider are exactly the same. There is another 
post remarkable afiectatiQny which is this : tho^e who 
^e known to have the mosty and perhaps best horses 
of the place, always appear themselves on the very 
,worst, and go to the turf on scMne ordinary scrub 
tUy -SGarce worth five pounds. From persons thus 
mounted and accoutred, what a surprise must it be 
to hear a bet offered of a hundred pounds to fift^i 
gnd sometimes tbr^e hundred to two,. when you 
would imagine the rider to be scarce wpith a groatil 
In that circular convention before the. race begiiis, 
at the DeviFs Ditch, all ar^ hsdl fellows well me(^ 
and eyery one is at liberty, tailor, distiller^ or other- 
wise, to offer and take such bets, as be thinks pro- 
per : and many thousand pounds are usually laid on 
a side. When the horses are in .sight, smd come 
near Choak-Jade, immediately the company all dis- 
perse, as if the devil rose out of LiS ditch and drove 
them, to get to the turning of the lands, the resjt- 
post, or some other station they choose, for seein^^ 
the^push made. Now the contention beoomes .anir 



tMiSkf. tiik ddigbtAft to iee tmh or tMi«tittetf 
itoore, of the most beaiit^ animaAs tti the creation, 
struggling €or Bu^^riotityy ttreteluiig everr tniuNde 
aiid sinew fb obtain the prize, and reach mt goal ! 
to observe the skill and address of the riders, who 
are all distinguished by different cofonrs^, of white, 
blue, green, lid, and yellow, sometimes -spurriitig or 
whipping, aometitaies diecldng or pulKng, to gilrt 
fresh breath and courage! and it is often observed 
tlmt the raee is won,<as mutfh by die Aexteiity lof the 
rider, as by the vigour und fleetness of the unimaL 

Wlien the spOrt is over, the company aaxmter <away 
towards the Warren-hill, before iStxe other horses, 
left at the seveiral stables in the tonn, are roie out 
to take their evening exercise -and tlieilr watet. Oa 
tl& deliglitful spot you ma^ see at once, above u 
hundi«d of the most beautiful horses in the anivertfe, 
fidl led out in strings, with Uie grooms and boys upon 
them, in their several liveries, distinguishbg -each 
perscm of noA &ey belcmg to. This lis indeed a 
noble sight ; it is a piece ^ grandeitt, and an esc>> 
pensive one too, wbich no nation can boast of, but 
our own. To this the crown contributes, not only 
by a tery handsome allowance for keeimig horses, 
but also by giving plates to be run for by horses and 
mares at different ages, m order to encourage the 
breed; by keeping up die price of them, and to make 
the breeders extremely careful of their race and 
genealogy. 

The pedigree oi these horsed is wore stitetly re^ 
garded and corefidly looked into, than that of "a 
knight of Malta. They must have no blemished 
quarter in the family on either side for many |^ne* 
rations ; their blood must have ran pare and un* 
tainted, from the great, great, five times grisat grand- 
father and grandam, to be attested in &e most au- 
thentic and solemn manner by the hand of tfie 
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biieeder. It k this care of the breed, and partieii- 
larfy wHh-an eye to their . strength; that makes all 
the^world so fohod of our horses. Many thousands 
are .carried out of England every year; so that it is 
become a trade of great consequence, and brings a 
vast bahnee of money to this country annu^ly. 
The French monarch rides no- other horses but ours, 
in his favourite diversion of hunting. You may at 
any' time soe two or three hundred beautifal English 
Ipetdings in those great and noble stables at Chan* 
tilli. Most of the German, princes, and many of their 
nobility, are desitom^ of leaving English horses; and, 

I dare »ay, his present M*i — ^y of P a, however 

military his genius msiy be, had rather mount an 
EmgHshr horse at a renter of his troops, than a breach 
at any! siege in Europe. i 

The country races over the whole kingdom, ar^ 
what 1 cooless give me -some little disrelish to the 
sport. Every county, and >almOst thiB whole of it, 
is mad during' the time of theMraces. Manysub- 
atantial ' farmeite>:g6 ' to them with thirty or. forty 
pounds, in their pocketa, and return without oner 
single farthing. Here they drink and- learn to be- 
vleibiis/ and the whole time is spent in riot and dis^- 
order* An honest butcher, that is taken in at a 
hbiee^face, is^ tempted perhaps, in his return, to bor-> 
row .an ox, or^aiew sheep, of his neighbour, to make 
up Iris'losfies^'; 1 An industrious tradesman^ or a good 
&na!sr,.has isomethnea turned ! highway lilan, to ha\ 
ehren : with' thefiogue* that Hbubbled him ai the xaoesii 
Updathe whple^ if J^ioiisider only how! much tihia; 
isilostfto all the -laboasring men ib this kid^dom, by< 
county races^<tbei dassage they ciQcasion ik^Hmnense.: 
Let us suppose it but a week's labour all over Eng- 
land ; and (if we consider the number of plates in 
the different metropolises, besides the lesser country 
plates) this must be allowed a very moderate com- 
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patatioii : and dien let those two ingcnioug gentle- 
men, Mr* Pond and Mr. Heber, liowievier they may 
be at Tariance with each other, jom to oompote how 
much the Ion mnst be to the whole kingdom. I 
dare answer for it, that it mnst amount to many 
hundred thousands of pounds. But as my paper 
was principally designed in honour of holrses, I wtl 
not be led to ucge any thing against them. HonsM 
of all kinds hare erer been held in the highest 
esteem. Darius was chosen Kin^ of Persia by the 
neighing of his horse. I question if Alexander him^ 
self had pushed his conquests half so for, if Buce* 
phaluB had not stooped to take him on his bade 
An Emperor of Rome made his horse a ooiksul; and 
it will be readily owned that the dignity was aspro»- 
perly conferred upon the beast, as the inqierial dilu- 
dem upon his master. 

I shall conclude this pap» with a short ezMet 
from Churchill's collection of voyages* 

'In Morocco the natires Imte a great fespect 
for horses that have been the pilgrimage of Meeea^ 
where Mahomet was bom; they are called Hadgisi 
or sunts. Such horses have their necka adorned 
with strings of beads, and relics, being writings 
wrapt up in cloth of gold or silk> containing the 
names of their prophet : and when these horses die^ 
they are buried with as much ceremony, as the near«- 
est relations of thloir owners. The King of Moroooe 
has one of them, whom he causes to be led bcfoie 
him \iriien he goes abroad, very riohly accoutred^ 
and covered with these writings ; his tsul being held 
up by a Christian slave, cairying in one hand a pot 
and a towel) to receive the dung and ivipe the poa^ 
teriors.' 
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The following letter had aj^fi^ared earlier in tJui 
World, if its length or (what at present happens to 
be the same thing) its merit had not been so exeat* 
I bare been trying to shorten it, without robbing it 
of beauties; but after manj onsucoeM^ attempts* 
I find that the spirit of it is (as the human soul is 
imagined to be by some ancient philosophers) Iftfuf 
til /o^o, tt totus in quatibet part$. I have, thereforei 
changed the form of my prayer, choosing rather 
to present my readers with an i^xtraordinary hi^if* 
sheet, than to keep from them any longer what was 
necessary for their instruction. At the same timie 
I must be^ leave to say, that I shall never think 
myself obhged to repeat my complaisance, but to 
those of my correspondents, who, like the writer of 
this letter, can inform me of their grievances with all 
the elegance of wit. 

' To Mr. Fits-Adam. 
'SIR, 

* I consider you as supplemental to the law of th« 
land. I take your au&ortty to begin where the 
power of the law ends. The Iftw is intended to stop 
the progress of crimes by punishing Ihem ; your 
paper seems calculated to check the course of follies 
by exposing them. May you be more successful in 
the latter than the law is in the former I 

' Upon this principle I shall lay my case plainly 
before you, and desire your publication of it as a 
warning to others. Though it may seem ridiculous 
to many of your readers, I can assure you. Sir, that 
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it is a very serious one to me, notwithstanding the 
ill-natured comfort which I might have, of thinking 
it of late a very common one. 

^ I am a gentleman of a reasonable paternal estate 
in my county, and serve as knight of the shire for it. 
Having what is called a very good family interest, 
my election encumbered my estate with a mortgage 
of only five thousand pounds; which I have. not 
been able to clear, being obliged, by a good place 
which I have got since, to live in town, and in all 
the best company, nine months in the year. I married 
suitable to my circumstances. My wife wanted nei* 
ther fortune, beauty, nor understanding. Discretion 
and good-humour on her part, joined to good na- 
ture and good manners on mine, made us live com- 
fortably together for eighteen years. One son and 
one daughter were our only children. We complied 
with custom in the education of both. My daughter 
learned some French and some dancing; and my 
son passed nine years at Westminster-school in 
learning the words of two languages^, long since 
dead, and not yet above half revived. When I took 
him away from school, I resolved to send him di- 
rectly abroad, having been at Oxford myself. My 
wife approved of my design, but tacked a proposal 
of her own to it, which she urged with some ear- 
nestness, " My dear," said she, " I tliinkyou do very 
right to seiid George abroad, for I love a foreign 
education, though 1 shall not see the poor boy a 
great while : but since we are to p^rt for $o long a 
time, why should we not take that opportunity of 
carrying him ourselves as far as Pans ? The journey 
is nothing; very little farther than to our own house 
in the north ; we shall save mqiiey by it ; for evfery 
thing is very cheap in France ; it will form the girl, 
who is of a right age for it ; and acoupleof months 
with a good French and dancing master will perfect 
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her in both, and give her an air and manner that 
will help her off in these days, when husbands are 
not plenty, especially for girb with only five thou- 
sand pounds to their fortunes. Several of my ac- 
quaintance who have lately taken trips to Paris, have 
told me, that to be sure we should take this oppor- 
tunity of going there. Besides, my dear, as neither 
you nor 1 have ever been abroad:, this little jaunt 
will amuse and even improve us ; for it is the easiest 
thing in the world to get into all the best company 
at Paris." 

. ^ My wife had no sooner ended her speed (which 
I easily perceived to be the result of meditation) than 
my daughter exerted all her little eloquence in se- 
conding her mother's motion. '^ Ay, dear papa," said 
she, ^* let us go with brother to Paris ; it will be the 
charmingest thing in the world : we shall see all the 
newest fashions there ; I shall learn to dance at Mar- 
seille ; in short, I shall be quite another creature 
after it. You see how my cousin Kitty was improved 
by going to Paris last year; I hardly knew her 
again when she came back : do, dear papa, let us go.'' 
' The absurdity of the proposal struck me at first, 
and I foresaw a thousand inconveniences in it, 
though not half so many as I have since felt. How- 
ever, knowing that direct contradiction, though sup- 
ported by the best arguments, was not the likeliest 
method to convert a female disputant, 1 seemed a 
little to doubt, and contented myself with saying, 
^* That I was not at first sight at least, sensible of the 
many advantages which they had enumerated ; but 
tnat on the contrary I apprehended a great deal of 
trouble in the journey, and many inconveniences in 
consequence of it. That I had not observed many 
men of my age considerably improved by their tra- 
vels ; but that I bad lately seen many women of 
hers, become very ridiculous by theirs ; and that for 

XXVI. K 
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my daughter, at she had not a fine Icuiuney I saw 
«o necessity of her being a fine lady." Here th^ giri 
interrupted me* with saying, *^ For that very reason, 
papa, I should be a fine lady. Being in fashion is 
often as good as being a fortune ; and I have known 
air, dress, and accomplishments, stand many a wo* 
man Instead of a fortune." — ^^ Nay, to be sure, - ' added 
my wife, ^^ the girl is in the right in that ; and if 
with her figure she gets a certain air and manner, I 
cannot see why she may not reasonably hope to be 
as advantageously married as Lady Betty Townly, 
QT the two Miss Bellairs, who had none of them 
such good fortunes." I found by all this, that the 
attack upon me was a concerted one, and that both 
my wife and daughter were strongly infected with 
that migrating distemper, which has of late been so 
epidemical in this kingdom, and which annually 
carries such numbers of our private families to Parts, 
to expose themselves there as English, and here, 
after their return, as French. Insomuch that I am 
assured that the French call those swarms of Eng- 
lish which now, in a manner, overrun Fnvace, a se- 
cond incursion of the Goths and Vandals. 

' I endeavoured as weU as I could to avert this 
impending folly, by delays and gentle persuasions, 
but in vain ; the attacks upon me were daily repeated^ 
and sometimes enf<Mrced by tears. At last I yielded, 
from mere good-nature, to the joint importunities of 
a wife and daughter whom I loved ; not to mention 
the love of ease and domestic quiet, which is, much 
oftener than we care to own, the true motive of 
many things that we either do or omit 

' My consent being thus extorted, our settuig out 
was pressed. The journey wanted no preparations ; 
we should find every thing in France. My daugh- 
ter, who spoke some French, and my son's governor, 
who was a Swiss, were to be our interpreters upon 
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the road ; and whea we eame to Paris, a FreiM^ ier^ 
vant or two would make all easy. 

* Bilt^ as if Proridence had a mind to pmiish our 
foUy^ our whole journey was a series of distresses. 
We had not sailed a league from Dover, before a 
violent storm arose, in which we had like to have 
been lost. Nothing could equal our fears but our" 
sickness, which perhaps lessened them : at last we 
got into Calais, where the inexorable custom-house 
officers took away half th^ few things which we had 
carried with us. We hired some chaises, which 
proved to be old and shattered ones, and broke down 
with us/at least every ten miles. Twice we were 
ov^rtortied, and some of us hurt^ though there are n4 
bad roads in France. At lengUi, the sixth day, we 
got to Paris, where our banker had provided a very 
good lodging for us ; that is, very good rooms, very 
well furnished, and very dirty. Here the great scene 
opens. My wife and daughter, who had been a good 
deal disheartened by ouir distresses, recovered their 
spirits, and grew extremely impatient for aconsulta-^ 
tion of the necessary trades-people, when luckily 
our banker and his lady, informed of our arrival, 
came to make us a visit — He graciously brought me 
five thoasand livres, which he assured me was not 
mote than what would be necessary for our first set- 
ting out, as he called it; while his wife was pointing 
out to mine the most compendious method of spend- 
ing three times as much. I told him Uiat I hoped 
that sura would be very near sufficient for the whole 
time ; to which he answered coolly, " No, Sir, 
nor six times that sum, if you propose, as to be sure 
you do, to appeeor here hotmitementJ* This I confess 
startled me a ffood deal ; and I called out to my 
wife, " Do .you hear that, child T She replied, un- 
movedf '* Yes, niy dear ; but now that we are here, 
Aere is no hdp ror it ; it is but once, upon an extra- 

k2 
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ordinary occasion t and one would not care to Bsp* 
pear among strangers like scrulra." I ma4e no an- 
8wer to this solid reasoning, but resolved within my- 
self to. shorten onr stay, and lessen ouf follies as 
much. as I could. My banker, after having charged 
himself with the care of procuring me a carosse de 
remise and a. valet de place for the next day, which 
in plain English is a hired coach and a footman, in- 
vited us to pass all the next day at his house, where 
he assured us that we should not meet with bad 
company. He was to carrv me and my son before 
dinner to see the p^blic buildings, and his lady was 
to call upon my wife and daughter to carry them to 
the genteelest shops, in order to fit them out to ap- 
pear honnitement. The i^ext morning I amused my* 
sel£ very well with seeing, while my wife and daugh- 
ter amused themselves sull better by preparing them- 
selves for. being seen, till we met at dinner at our 
banker^s ; who, by way of sample of the excellent 
company to whi^h he was to introduce us, presented 
to us an Irish abb^, and an Irish captain of Clare's; 
two attainted Scotch fugitives, and a young Scotch 
surgeon who studied' midwifery at the Hotel Dieu, 
It is true, he lamented that Sir Harbottle Bumper 
and Sir Clotworthy Guzzledown, with their families^ 
whom he had invited to meet us, happened unfortu- 
nately to hay^ been eng^ed to go and drink brandy 
a^uNucilly* Though this company sounds but io- 
diiOEerently, and. though we should l^ave been- very 
sorry to hay^ kept it in London, I can assure .yQU| 
Sjir, that it was t^ best we kept the whole time wie 
were at Paris. . : . . . » . . 

' I will omit many circumstances whiqh gave i9n^ 
uneasiness, though they would probably afford some 
entertainment to your readers, that J Q^^y hasten. ]to 
tb^ mQst material o;>efi. • - . . .-- 

' In about three days the several qoephanics, who 
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wvra chaiged with tbe cea% of dbguiiiag my wife 
and dms^meTy brought honie their re«p^edre parts of 
tids transformatiaA, in order that they might, appear 
kamtttemoKt Moire th&di the whole miDrning was em- 
ployed in llhis operatioti ; for we did not sit down to 
dinner till netu: irre o'clock. When my wife and 
daughter came at last into the eating room, where I 
had waited Ibr tiheon at least two boursy I was a^ 
auuek With their traosformatifen) that I coald neid^r 
eonoesA- nor eipress my aaCcmiriiment ^< Now, my 
dear/' said my wife, *^ wis csan mpear a little like 
Christians/'—'^ And stroUers too/" replied I : ''for 
sneh haire I seen, at Soothwaik fair^ the respeclahle 
Syslgaanibnh and the lovely Paiisalis. This cankiot 
sdrefy be serious l*'-^" Very aerions^ depend upon it^ 
my deicr/' said my wife ; " attd ptay» by Ae way, 
what may ihei^ be ridicidous in it ? No sueh Sysi*- 
gambis nekher," oontimied she ; " Betty is but ns- 
tote, ahd you Icnow I had her at fonr-cmd'^weat^/' 
As i found diat thfe name of SysigamlbiB> canying 
aia idea of a^ aloi^ with it, vras dfkume to my 
wife, I waved the pmllel ; and addressing myself 
in common to my wife imd daught^, I told th^n> 
" I perceived that there was a painter now aft Paris> 
who eokrared much higher than Rigault, though he 
did not paiint near so like.; for that I could hardlv 
have guessed ttiem to be the pictures of themselves* 
To this they both answered at once, " That red was 
not paint $ that no colour in the world was/ari/ but 
wUte, of which they protested diey had none. " But 
how do you like my pampony papa!'' continued my 
daughter; " is it not a charming one? I think it is 
prettier than mamma's." — " it may, child, for any 
thing that I know ; beoaase I do not know what part 
of ml this frippery l^y ftampon is." — *' It is this, 

Capa,'* replied the girl, putting up her hand to her 
eiid, and shewing me in the middle oif her hair a 

k3 
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oompUoatian of shreda and* rags of veltretft, fteathen 
^d ribands, Muck, with fabe stones of a thousand 
coIqucs, and {daced awry. '^ But what hast thod' 
done to thy hair, child !'' said I ; ^' is it blue ? Is that 
paiot^d too by the same eminent hand that coloured 
thy .cheeks?" — *' Indeed^ p^pa/' smswered the girl, 
*^ as I told you. before, there^ is no painting in the 
Q06e ; but .what gives my hair that bluudi cast is the 
gray powder^ . which has always that effect upoft 
dark-coloured, hair^ and aet^ off the complexion won* 
derfully,*'-r** Qray powder^chijdir'.^s^lj with some 
surprise : '^ Gray Wrs I kia^w were venerable ; but 
till this moment l;n^er. knew that itbey were gen- 
teel.7— **. Extr.emyely sp^hpirith some complexioiis,'' 
p^i my ^wife ; ,t^ but it does Hot suit with mine, and I 
ney^r use it."^.* You are tnuch in'the right». my 
dear,", replied I, " not to play.twitbiiedge-toola. 
Leave it to the girl." ^ ThJ3, which was (wshaps toQ 
hastily said, and seemed to b^ a second part of the 
Sjrstgambis, was not kindly tsJcea; my^wifeciiiras air 
le9t\all dinner-time, ^d I; vainly. hoped,': ashamed:. 
My daughter, drunk with dress and sixteen, kept'up 
|Jie conversa1;ion with herself, till .the longrwished- 
fpr moment of the opera came,,wluch: separated u^, 
and left me time to reflect upon the. e3:travagance8 
iyhich I had already seen, and upon the still greater 
v^hich I had but too. much ireason to dread. 

^, From this period to the lima df oUr return to 
England, every day produced some new and shining 
folly, and some improper expense. Would to God 
that they had e.nded as they began, !i^ith our jour^ 
ney ! but unfortunately we have impoirted them idL 
I.no longer understand, or am understood, in nnr 
family. I hear of nothing but le ban ton. A Fremm 
yalet de chambre, who 1 am told ist an isxcelleial 
servant and fit for every thing, is brought . over to 
^url my.iyife's and my da^ughter's hair, to wo^ a 
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deutrt^ as they call it, and oceamnally to annomnc^ 
visits* A very slatternly, dirty, but at the same 
time a very genteel French maid, is appropriated to 
the use of my daughter. My meat too is as mucli 
disguised in the dressing by a French cook, as my 
wife and. my daught^ are. by their r^d, their pom- 
pons, their scraps of dirty gauze, flimsy satins, and 
blaok^alicoes ; not to mention their affected broken 
English, and mangled French, which jumbled to- 
getiber- compose dieir present language. My Frencl) 
and English servants quarrel daily, and nght, for 
•iv^dUit'of words to abuse one anotner. .My wife is 
become rtdiculous :by being translated into Frenchi 
and the version of my daughter will, I dare say, 
hinder many a worthy English gentleman from at- 
tempting to read her. My expense (and conse- 
quently .my debt) increases ; and I am made more 
unhappy by Mlies, than^most other people are by 
crimes. 

* Should you think fit to publish this my case, to- 
gether with some obserys^Uions of your own upon it, 
I hope it may prove a useful Pharos, to detw private 
English, families from the xx^iast.of France. 

, I am, Sir, your very humble' servant, 

R.D/ 

My correspondent has said enough to cautioa 
English gentlemen against carrying their wives and 
daughters to Pans ; but I shall add a few words of 
mfoym, to dissuade th^ ladies themselves from any 
indinatioD to such a ^^tgary. In the Qrst place, I 
aissure.them, that .of all French ragouts there is nono 
to which an Enghshmaii has so little appetite as an 
Englishjady .served tip to him d la Fran^oise^ \ ^^t 
I beg leave to inform .them^ that the French taste 
in beauty is so diff^ent. from oi^iis, that ^. pretty 
English woman: 4ttpaii», ins^W f>( wepting.iF;itU 
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that admiration which her vanity hopes for, is eon- 
f idered only as a handsome corpse ; and 9r» to p«t 
a little life into her, some of her compassionate 
friends there should persuade har to lay on a great 
deal of rougCy in English called paint, she must con- 
tinue to wear it to extreme old age ; ^nnless she pre- 
fers a spot of real yellow (the certain consequence 
of p^nt) to an artificiii one of red. And^ \isAy^ I 
propose it to their considetal^on, whether the deli- 
cacy of an English lady's mind may not partalce of 
the nature of some high-iavoured wines, which will 
not admit of heing carried abroad, lihoagh und^r 
right mani^ment, they are admirable at home. 
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* To Mn. Fitz-AdaM. 

•SIR, 

' The present age is overrun with romances, attd 
yet so strong does the appetite for them continue, 
that ad Otway says on a less delicate occasion, 

•^*-— everjf rank fool goes down. 

M am not surpif^d that any sketch of human 
nature, howsoever imperfect, should attract the st* 
tention of the generality of readers. We are easily 
delighted with pictures of ourisdvet, and are solne- 
times apt to fancy a strong likeneitfs where there is 
not eveh'the lelist 'resemblance, lliose great mas- 
ters of every movement df the human mind, Homer 
and Shakspeare, knew well this propensitjr of our 
dispdsitioms. The tetter, ftom the nasture of Ins 
irritingt^, %«ld more frequent oppbrttmities of open** 
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log the most minute avenues of the heart. The 
former, though his province vras more confined, has 
let no occasion pass of exertiog this afiPecting talent. 
He has not only contrasted a vast varietyiof charac- 
ters,, and given all the passions their full play, hut 
even m the stiller parts of his works, the similes and 
descriptions, every thing is full of human life. It is 
the. Carian woman who stains the ivory ; if a torrent 
descends from the mountains, some cottager trem- 
bles at the sound of it ; and the fine hroken land- 
scape of rocks and woods by moonlight has a shep- 
herd to gaze at and admire it. 

* But it is. not with such painters as these that I 
am at present concerned. They drew really from 
nature ; and ages have felt and applauded the truth 
of their designs. Whereas our modern artists (if we 
may guess from the motley representations they give 
US' of our species) are so rar froip having studied the 
natures of other people, that they seldom seem to 
have the least acquaintance with themselves. 

' The writers of heroic romance, or the Loves of 
Philodoxus and Urania, professedly soar above na^ 
ture. They introduce into their descriptions trees, 
water, air, &c. like common mortals ; but then all 
their rivers are clearer than crystal, and every breeze 
is impregnated with the spices of Arabia. The man- 
ners of their personages seem full as extraordinary 
to our gross ideas. We are apt to suspect the vir- 
tue of two young people who.are rapturously in love 
with each other, and who travel wnole years in one 
another's company ; though we are expressly told, 
that at the close of every evening, when they retire 
to rest, the hero. leans his head against a knotted 
oak, whilst the heroine seeks the friendly shelter of 
a .distant mvrtle. This, I say, seems to us a Uttla 
unnatural; however, it is not of €|angerous.ei:ai«^e» 
Ther^e can i^o hsuftfi fallow if une^qpeni^nQed persoM. 
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should endearoar to imitate what may be thought 
iDimitable. Should oar virgins arrive but half way 
towards the chastity of a Partheniay it will be some- 
thing gained ; and we, who ha?e had learned edu- 
cations, know the power of early prejudices ; atiioB 
of us having emulated the public spirit, and other 
obsolete virtues of the old Urecians and Romans, to 
the age of fifteen or sixteen, some of us later, even to 
twenty or one-and-twenty. 

* But peace be to the manes of such authors. They 
have long enjoyed that elysium which they so fre- 
quently described on eardi. The present race o^ 
romance-writers run universally into a different ^- 
treme. Hiey spend the little art they are mast^s 
of in weaving into fntricacies the more familiar and 
more comical adventures of a Jaek Slap, or<ck Betty 
Sallet. These, though they endeavour to copy after 
a very great original, I choose to call bur writers be^ 
hto nature ; because very few of th^m have as yet 
found out their master's peeuliai* art of writing upon 
low subjects without writing in a low manner. Ro- 
mances, judiciously conducted, are a very pleastng 
way of conveying instruction to all parts of life. But 
to dwell eternally upon orphan-beggars, and serving- 
men of low degree J is certainly what I have called it, 
writing hehw nature ; and is so far from conveying 
instruction, that it does not even afford amusement. 

' The writers heUm nature have one advantage in 
common with Uie writers above it, that the originate 
they would seem to draw from are no where t6 be 
found. The heroes and heroines of the former are 
undoubtedly children of the imagination ; and those 
of the latter, if they are not all of them incapable of 
reading their own adventures, are at least unable to 
inform us by writins whether the representation^ of 
them are iust, and medier people in their atation did 
ever tUak or act in the manner they ^ffe described 
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to hsLwe doue. Yet the authors, even ia this parti- 
calar^ are sot quite so secure as they imagine ; for 
^en, towards the end of the third or fourth volume, 
the He or She of the piece (as is usually the custom) 
emerges into what they call genteel life, the whole 
€heat is frequently discovered. From .seeing their 
total ignorance of what they are then describing, ifre 
on good grounds conclude fiiat they are equally un- 
acquainted with the inferior parts of life, though we 
are not able to detect the falsehood. Bath, one should 
imagine; the easiest place in the world to get a tho- 
rough knowledge of : and yet I have observed in 
books of this kind, several representations of it so 
a:3^cessively erroneous, that they not only shewed the 
authors to be entirely ignorant of the manners of 
living there, but of the geography of the town. 

* But it is not the ignorance of these writers which 
I would principally complain of ; though of that, as 
a censor, you ought to t^e notice, and should assure 
our young men and young women that they may 
read fifty volumes of this sort of trash, and yet, ac- 
cording to the phrase which is perpetusdly in their 
mouths, know nothing of Ufe. The thing I chiefly find 
fault with is their extreme indecency. There are 
certain vices which the vulgar call fun, and the people 
of fashion gallantry ; but &e middle rank, and those 
of the gentry who continue to go to church, still stig- 
matize them by the opprobrious names of fornication 
and adultery. These are confessed to be in some 
measure detrimental to society, even- by those who 
practise them most; at least, they are allowed to be 
so in all but themselves. This being the case, why 
should ournovel-writers take so much pains to spread 
these enormities ? It is not enough to say in excuse 
that they write nonsense upon these subjects as well 
as others; for nonsense itself is dangerous here. 
The most absurd ballads in^the stieets, without the 
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least glimmering of meaning, recommend themselves 
every day both to the great and small vulgar only 
by obscene expressions. Here, therefore, Mr. Fitz- 
Adam, you should interpose your authority, and for- 
bid your readers (whom I will suppose to be all per- 
sdns who can rea4) even to attempt to open any novel, 
or romance, unlicensed by you; unless it should 
happen to be stamped itichardson or Fielding. 

* Your power should extend likewise to that inun. 
dation of obscenity which is daily pouring in from 
France; and which has too frequently the wit and 
humour of a Crebillon to support it. The gentlemen, 
who never read any thing else, will I know be at a 
loss for amusement, and feel their half-hour of morn- 
ing hang rather too heavy on their hands. But surely, 
Mr. Fitz-Adam, when they consider the good of their 
country (and all of them have that at heart) they will 
consent to meet a little sooner at the hazard-table, 
or wile away the tedious interval in studying new 
chances upon the cards. 

* If it be said that the heroic romances, which T 
have recommended for their virtue, are themselves 
too full of passionate breathings upon some occasions, 
I allow the charge; but am of opinion that these 
can do little more harm to the minds of young ladies, 
than certain books of devotion, which are put into 
their hands by aunts and grandmothers; the writers 
of which, from having suffered the softer passions to 
mix too strongly with their zeal for religion, are now 
generally known by the name of the amorous divines. 

I am, Sir, your most humble servant, 

I, T.' 
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Though the following letter came a little out of 
time for tliis'week's publication, yet in compliment to 
the subject, as well as in respect to the writer, I or- 
dered t^at a very elaborate essay of my own, already 
at the press, should withdraw and give place to it. , 

« 

' To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

* It is dther an observation of my own, or of some 
very wise man, whose name I forget, that Where true 
leafiiing is, true virtue cannot be far off. . The rigid 
and exemplary life which every individual in our 
learned professions is so well known to lead, might 
be sufficient to evince the truth of this observation, 
if I could content myself with a single argument, 
where many are' at hand. . To descend a little lower 
than the learned professions, why are all parish clerks 
orthodox Christisins, all apothecaries communicative 
men, or all justices !of the peace upright men, but as 
their professions . sure in some degree akin to dWi-* 
nity, phyi^ic, and the law ? 

* If we carry our inquiries into the city, we shall 
find those vocations, where most knowledge is re* 
quired, to be most productive of the civilities of life; 
Thus the merchant who writes his letters in French, 
is a better bred man than his neighbour the shop- 
keep^, who understands no language but his own 
while the shc^eeper, who id able to read and write^ 
and If^eep his .accounts jn a book, is a move oitilts^ed 
person than his landloi^ ftt'the Horns, who sieorei!^ 
only in chalk. 

XXVI. L 
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' We shall be more and more of this opioion if we 
look a little into the lives and manners of those 
people who have no jH-etensions to literature. Wh& 
drinks or swears more than a country squire ? Who 
(according to his own confession) has been the ruin 
of so many innocents as a fine gentleman 1 Why 
(according to Pope) is every woman a rake in her 
heart, or why (according to truth) is almost every 
woman of fashion a rake in practice^ but from thti^ 
deplorable misfortune of an usJeamed edueatioa ? 

' But the last and best argument to prove that 
learning and virtue are cause and effect, remains still 
to be produced. And here iQt me ask, if, from the 
beginning of time to this present May, one thousand 
seven hundred and fiffcy-three^ it has been once 
known that ai^ author Was an immoral man ? On the 
contrary, is it not universally aMoiffed that he is the 
most virtuous of mankind ? To detiy thbt he is the 
most learned, would be a greater degree of absurdity 
than I. can conceive lELny person to be guilty of ; I 
shall therefore confine mysdf to his virtues* What 
the apostle says of charity, may as truly be said of 
an authior ; He t^erM kmg^ tmd i$ kktdf he hearetk 
aU thingi; hopeth dU tMngs; endureth all things^ How 
ignorantisheofthewaysofmen! fiowreadytogive 
praise even to the ledst deserving t How distant from 
that source of evil, money! How humble in his ap<- 
parel ! How moderate in his pleasures ! And above 
dlU how abstemious in diet, and how temperate in 
wine ! It is to the social virtues of an author that 
^he .present age is indebted for a paper called the 
World, which it is not doubted will do more good to 
these nations, than all thevolumes, except the sacred 
ones, which have hitherto been written^ 

' I am not hiatin^ to you, Mr. Fitz-^Adam, thai 
learning is at pcesent in a dectining state^ and liiait 
consequently there is less virtue among us .than in 
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fbnaer Ifiness ob the eontrarj, ^en were there more 
avthon thftn al presefit ? I challen^ tuiy to produce 
half the nnmben From hence it appears that learn- 
ing is in a yery j9oiirishing condition : for though the 
great have diought proper long ago to withhold their 
patronage ^m k, it has pleased heaven to raise up 
very able and zealous persons, who are applying all 
then: time and pains to the advancement of it, and 
to whom its professors may have weekly access, and 
be assured of encouragement and reward^in propor- 
tion to their merits. Your readers will be, no doubt, 
be^ehand with me in naming these patrons of learn- 
ing, who, it is very well known, are the honourable 
and worshipful Ibe fratenuty of booksellenu 

^ But though I have the greatest veneration for 
these gentlemen, I cannot help being of opinion, that 
if the old patrons, the great, were to unite their en- 
deavours ¥rith the new patrons, the booksellers, it 
might accelerate tbe progress of virtue through this 
island. Every body knows the effect which a smile, 
n nod, a shake of the hand, or even a promise from 
a great man, has upon the inventive faculties of an 
avtiior. In all probability he would sit with more 
aerentty, and loll with more grace, in a nobleman's 
chfuiot, than in his bookseller^s easy chair : not to 
mention that three courses by a French cook, a 
dessert, and abotdeof champaigne, are more apt to 
exhilarate tiie spirits than one or two plain English 
dishes and prosaic port Provided (as indeed it ought 
always to be provided) that the servants of this noble 
patron will condescend to hear him now imd then, 
when he happens to be in want of any thing that is 
in theprovince of the sideboard. 

* Wno is there among us so ignorant as not to 
know, that the two favourite amusements of gamine 
and adultery would never have found such universcd 
adnistion, if they had not been honoured with the 

l2 
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patronage of people oi faaluQii? The numbere of 
dressed-upmonkeyfl and dancing-dogs^- which have 
lately contributed so much to our public entertain-- 
ments, are another proof of what people pi fashion 
may bring about, if they determine to be active. But 
as a certain great personage, well known in the po- 
' lite world, was pleased of old time to observe of Job 
(though the accusation was a false one). That he did 
not serve God for tuntght; so may it be suggested 
that the g^eatof this generation will expect to be 
paid either in pleasure or profit for their services to 
mankind. It is shrewdly suspected of the bookael- 
lerSy that, they have some interested views in their 
encouragement of learning ; and it is my oWn opinion, 
that oor nobility and people of fashion are only en- 
couragers of vice and foily, as they happen to be 

Eud for it in pleasure : my design therefoTe in this 
tter is, to convince the said people of fashion, that 
diey are losing a great deal of pleasure by shutting 
their doors against men of learning* 

'In the article of eating, for instance (that noble 
pleasure !) who is there so proper to advise with as 
one who is acquainted with the kitchens of an Api- 
cius or a HeUogabalus? For though I have a very 
high opinion of our present taste, I cannot help 
thinking that the ancients were our niasters in ex- 
pensive dinners. Their cooks had an art amongst 
them, which I do not find that any of ours are ar- 
rived at. Trimalchus's cook could make a turbot 
or an ortolan out of hog's-flesh. Nicome4es, king 
of Bithynia, when he was three hundred miles from 
sea, longed for a john-dory, and was supplied- with 
a fresh one by his cook the same hour. I dare say 
there are men learned enough in this kingdom, 
under proper, encouragement, to restore k> us thici 
invaluable secret. In building and furniture,' a man 
of learning might instruct our nobility in the Romaa 
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jUt 4^ «ipenfle. Marcus iEkniluu Scaunis, the coal- 
merchant, had eight hundred thousand pounds 
worth. of iumkure bumt in the left wing of his 
country-house. In the art^^le of running in debt w^ 
are peo}>le of no spirit; a man of learning will teil 
OS mat Milo, a Roman of fashion, owed to Ins trades^ 
men and others half a million of money. 

* The ladies will haxre equid benefit with the men 
from their encouragement of learning. It will b^ 
told them, that LoUia Paulina, a young lady of dis- 
tinction at Rome, wore at a subscription masquerade 
four hundred thousand pounds worth of jewels. It 
is said of the same young lady, that she wore jewels 
to. half that amount, if she went only in her night- 
gown to drink tea at her mantua-maker's. Those 
ladies of fashion who have the clearest skins, and who 
of course are enemies to concealment, may be in- 
structed l^ men of learning in the thin silk gause 
•worn by the ladies of Rome, caUed the naked drapery. 
Poppeea, the wife of Nero, who was fond of appearing 
in this naked drapery, preserved the beautiful po- 
lish of her skin by using a warm bath of asses' milk. 
In short, a man of learning, if properly encouraged, 
might instruct our people of fashion in all the plea- 
sui^ of Roman laxury^ which at present they are 
only imitating without abilities to equal. 

^ I have the pleasure of hearing that the gentle- 
men at White's are at this very time laying then , 
heads together for the advancement of learning; 
and that they are likely to sit very late upon i^ for 
many nights. Their scheme, which is a very deep 
one, is to alienate their estates ; by which alienation 
it is presumed that their next generation of people 
^fiftshion will of necessity be tradesmen ; and as the 
^business of a bookseller is supposed to be of .a gen- 
teeler and more lucrative nature than that of a ha- 
berdariier or a pastry-cook, it is imagined that the 

L 3 
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most honourable fiimilies will become booksetten, 
and of course, patrons of leaminff. 

^ I know but one ol^ection to uiis sdieme, which 
is; that the children of people of fashion are apt to 
contract so early an ayersion to books, that they will 
hardly be prevailed upon, even by necessity itself, to 
make them ihe business of their lives. I am. Sir, . 

Your reader and most humble ! servant, H. M.' 
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I SHALL only observe upon the following letters, 
that the first relates chiefly to myself, that the se- 
cond has a very serious meanings and that the third 
contains a hint to the ladies, which I hope will not 
be thrown away upon them. 

* To Mr. Fitz-Adah. 

• SIR, 

* As it is possible I may one time or other be a 
correspondent of yours, and may now-and«*then pec- 
haps have a strong impulse to pay you a- compli- 
ment, I am willing to know how far I may go with- 
out giving offence ; and whether, by the advertise- 
.ment at tne end of your first number, you mean to 
exclude all allusions to the expression,, ^^e it^or^ 
even though the turn of them should be such^ as 
would be rather treating you with civility than 
otherwise! As for. instance : 

* When a man is just upon the point of committing 
a vicious action, may ne check himself by this 
thought, " What will the world say of me V* May 
a man be threatened, thiit if he does such a thing, 
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<<.The world •hall know it ?" May. it be satd^ '' That 
tibe vxn-ld esteems a man of merit i" In shorty may 
the praise and censure of ihefVX>rld be made use of 
without offence, as arguments to promote virtue, and 
restrain vice? 

* I am entirely unacquainted with your situation in 
life ; but if you are a married man, I take the liber- 
ty to give you one piece of advice. There are cer- 
tain i^aces of public entertainment, which, though 
they may chance to be tolerated by law, it .were to 
be wished, for prudential reasons, were> more dis* 
couraged, and less frequented. Example, Mr. Fitz- 
Adam, is very prevalent; and the advice I would 
give you is, that whenever you think propeir to go 
to any such places. for your own amusement, you 
would leave your lady at home ; for there is nothine 
gives greater encouragement . than to have it. said, 
** There was all the world and his wife;" from.whence 
it is concluded that all the world and kis wt/e,will be 
there again the next time. I am, Sir, 

Your admirer and humble servant, 

COSMOPHILOS.' 

* To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

.. * I could wish with all my heart that you and I 
were a little acquainted, that. I might invite you to 
come and take a Sunday's dinner with me. . I name 
Sunday, because I want you to be witness of an evil 
on that day, which possibly, by a constant and so- 
ber residence in town, you may not be acquainted 
with. 

* It js my misfortune to live in what is called a 
pleasant village upon one of the great roads within 
seven miles of London, where I am almost suffocated 
with dust every Sunday in the summer, occasioned 
by those crowds of prentice-boys who are y^hipping 
their hired hacks to death, or driving their: crazy 
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M€-borte chain against eacAi other, to the great 
Amay of women wkh child, and the mortal harock 
of jonng children. It is a {dain case diat neither 
the Candiers nor masters of these young men have 
any authority over them ; if they had^ We should find 
Aem in their compting-hoase^, according to the cos- 
toss of sober dJtizeBSon that day, posting their books, 
and bolanckig the accounts of tM former week. But 
in my humble opinion, even this is a custom better 
hrdke through oian continued; €ot though industry 
is a Terr valuable quality, and is commonly the 
means of mining, what is cwJJed in the city, a good 
man of a very knavish one, it may be pushed too far ; 
as it most certainly is, when it defeats the end and 
inten^on of SUmday, which was ordaiped and insti* 
tuted for a day of rest. 

^ I can just remenolber, Mr.Fitz-Adam, that before 
Christianity was entirely reasoned oat of these Idng- 
doms, itwas a mighty custom for young folks to go 
to church on that day-; and mdeed I should have 
thought there was no manner of harm in it, if it had 
not been plainly proved, as well by people of fashion 
as others, that goin^ ;to church was the most tiresome 
thing in the world ; and that consequently it was 
notoriously perverting a day set apart solely for rest. 

' But while almost every one, ii^ speculatioB, is 
averse to -labour on a -Sanday, how strange is it to 
see a lethargic citizen drudgiiig at his books, a de- 
crepit old country couple fatiguing themselves to 
deanh by walking to chureh, and their children and 
grand-children venturing their necks and harassing 
dieir bodies by running races upon the road ! I am 
for the strict observance of all institutions ; and as 
we have hazily got rid of the religious prejudices 
of our forefathers, i know but one way of keeping 
Sunday as it ought to be kept ; but unless what 1 
tntve to propose be backed by your censorial autho^ 
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nty, I «e»iM> pfobttbiUly of k9 .tid^g eftet : I could 
wish therefore that you would earnestly recommend 
to hoth sestjBS, of erery rank and condition, the. lying 
in b^d all that day. . This will indeed be making' it a 
day of rest, provided that all single persons be di- 
rected to lie alone, and that permission be given to 
those who cannot sleep in their beds, to go to church 
and sleep there.- - If diis. can be brought about, our 
churches may still be kept open, and. the roads 
cleared of those noisy and dissolute youQg fellows, 
who finding in themselves no inclina^tionto lie still, 
are disturbing the. rest of all other people. 

^ Your taking thjis matter into cooiBideration wUi 
oblige all sober obsjerv^rs of Sunday, and particu- 
larly* Sir, your most humble servant, 

John Sovti<t.' 

^ To Mb. Fitz-Adah. 
•SIR, 

Mt is an old paying, but a true one, that a good 
husband commonly makes a good wife. If it was aa' 
true, that a good wife commonly made a good hus- 
band, I am inclined to think that Hymen wpuld wear 
a much brighter countenance among us than we ge- 
nerally see him with. 

* In all famiUes where I haye been an intimate, I 
have taken particular notice of every occurrence that 
has tended to the disturbance of the matrimonial 
tranquillity ; and upon tracing those occurrences to 
their source, I have commonly discovered .that the 
fault was principally in the husband. 

' I have, now in my possession a calculation of 
Demoivre, made a few years ago, with great labour 
and accuracy, which proves Uiat the, good wives» 
within the weekly bills, have a majority upon the 
good husbands of three to one ; and I am humbly 
of opinion, that if the calculation, was to be extend- 



118 VOELD. w'' 21. 

•d to the lofwiit «d4 GO«Hlies rasMte from London, 
w» should find the majoiifcj at least 6ve thnes as 
great. Bot to those hashands who have never 
thoaght of saeh a caleulation, and who have little 
or no aoqaaintance with their wives, a nu^oiity of 
three to one may be as mnch as they will care to 
swallow ; especitdly if it be considered how many 
fine ladies there are at St. James*s, how many nota« 
ble wives- in the cityt and how many landladies at 
Wapping ; all of which, as a firiend of mine veiy 
justly olwenres, are exactly the same character. 

« But thouch I am convinced of the truth of lliis 
calculation, I am not so partial to the ladies, particu- 
larly the unmarried ones, as to imagine diem witfioot 
fimlt; on the contrary, I am gMng to accuse them of a 
very great one, whidi if not put a stop to before the 
warm weather comes in, no mortal can tell to wh&t 
lengths it may be ctfried. You have already hinted 
at ibis fault in the sex, under the genteel appellation 
of moulting their dress. If the necks, shoulders, ^c. 
have begun to shed their covering in wmter, what a 
general display of nature are we to expect this sum- 
mer, when the excuse of heat may be alleged in 
favour of such a display ? I 'called some time ago 
upon a friend of mine near St. James'si who, upon 
mj asking where his sister was, told me, ^* At her 
todette, undressing for the ridotto/' That the expres- 
sion may be intelkgible to every one of your readers, 
I beg leave to inform them, that it is the fashion for 
a lady to undress herself to go abroad, and to dress 
only when she stays at home and sees no companv; 

* It may be urged, perhaps, that the nakedness m 
fiu^idn is intended only to be emblematical of the 
innocence of the present generation of young ladies ; 
as we read of our first mother, before the fall, that 
sie waB naked and not ashamed: but I cannot help 
thinking that her daughters of these times should 
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ooii^iiee us that diey are entirdy iree from origintl 
UDf ail well as actual traosgresBioOy or eke be 
ashamed of their nakednetld. 

' I would ask any pretty miss about town, if she 
ever went a second time to see the wax«work, or the 
lionsy or even the dogs and the monkeys, with the 
same delight as at first ? Certain it is, that the finest 
show in the world^excites but little curiosity in thoso 
who have seen it before. '< That was a very fine pic-* 
tHre," saysiny lord, " but Ihadsten it before,** — " 'Twa* 
a sweet song of the Galli's," says my ladyi " but I hAd 
keard it bqfore" — ^' A very fine poem/' says the critic^ 
^^ hut I had read it be/ore,*' Let every lady therefore 
take care, that while she is displaying in public a 
boaoiti whiter than snow, the men do not look aa if 
they were saying, '* 'Tis very pretty, but we have ^em 
if before^*' I am, Sir, your most humble servant.. 

D* Li« 
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— ^Non posnim ferre, Qumtes, 

Graecam urbeni Juvsir. - • 

« SIR, Eton School, Ma^ 12, 17dS. 

' You will be surprised, perhaps, at my presumption 
in supposing that you will pay any regard to the 
production of a puerile pen^ br that out of the mouth 
qi babes and sucklings the public will deign to receive 
either instruction or amusement; but however that 
may be, I cannot forbear acknowledging the obliga* 
tions I owe you, if it be only to convince you, that 
anttitude is still a school-boy's virtue. You must 
know thet, ths^t ever since you made your first ap- 
pearance^ I have constimdy appropriated the sum of 
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two-pence, but of my- slender allowance of a shilli&g 
a week, for the purchase of your paper; and hflte 
often, while my school-fellows were harping on the 
old threadbare subjects of Greece and Rome, en* 
riched my exercise from your treasure with some 
lively strokes on modem manners; but never 
so much to my honour as last week, when - the 
scrap of Juvenal prefixed to this letter was our 
theme. The general topic was, declaiming against 
that old-fashioned pedantic language called Greek, 
which you' may imagine was the most popular turn 
that could be given to the subject here ; but for my 
part, I chose to consider rather the spirit than the' 
letter of my author, and to turn my satire against 
France, the ^jhreece of our days ; in which view I 
had an opportunity of introducing the description 
of the tour to Paris,' which is touched with such an 
inimitable spirit of ridicule by your last week's cor- 
respondent. 'Standard wit, like standard gold, will 
bear a great deal of alloy without being totally de- 
based ; and the proof of it is, that notY^thstanding 
the disadvantage of appearing under the disguise of 
my Latin poetry, the tour to Paris went for the play. 
This expression, Sir, will be jargon to the town in 
general ; but those of your readers who have been 
educated here will know that it means the hi'ghest * 
mark of distinction that an Eton boy is capable of 
receiving ; when a whole holiday is granted to* the 
school 'in consideration of the merit of that copy of 
verses which is judged the best, and to which the pa-; 
negyric that Horace bestows on poetry iii general,' 
when he styles it labamm duke Unmen^ is peculiarly* 
applicable. Imagine what exultation of mind the' 
young hero of such a day tilust feel; the contecious- 
benefactor of'all his little fellow-dtizens, Who shtere' 
with gratitude the happiness derived to him from 
the success of his'tideEtts !• TfacTOFses'tod are fK«»id,' 
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traiifieribed, repealed ; tke - homage of admiratkw 
and of envy is paid him, and the first emotionB of 
yoathful vanity and ambition are fully gratified. In 
short, not Herodotus, reciting that exercise of ima* 
gination'which we call his history, virfailst all Greece^ 
assembled in the piaying-^fieUU at Elis, on the whole 
holiday- of the Olympic games, listened vnth silent 
applause ; no, nof (to illustrate my idea by a still 
sublimer image) the great Duke of Marlborough 
himself, on the Uianksgiving-day for Blenheim, could 
taste a purer and more exalted rapture. 

' Forgive this sally, Mr. Fitz* Adam, and let me 
join with your witty correspondent in lamenting the 
deficiency of our laws, which do not extend to the 
prevention of the evil he exposes, though I cannot 
concur in thinking that ridicule will on this occasion 
supply the place of wholesome regulations. 

* Whether the remedy I am going to- propose will 
be effectual for this purpose, I will not pretend tO' 
determine ; but I confess it appears, to me at least* 
SO obvious, that I am amazed it never occurred to 
any one before. Give me leave to make one or two 
previous observations, and I will keep you no longer 
m, suspense. 

' I have often heard it remarked, that a great 
school is a. miniature of the great world, and that 
men are nothing else but children of a larger size.* 
If this be true, which every day's experience seems 
to justify, dan there be any danger of fallacy in ar- 
guing, that the same engines of government which 
serve to estabhsh order in a school, may be trans- 
ferred for similar purposes, with great probability of 
success, to the use of the state ? Now I appeal 'to 
common sense, whether rambling abroad, and run- 
ning out of bounds, are not exactly the same -of- 
fences ; only that the one is committed- by the great' 
children, the other by the little ones; and if the' 
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diteipline of birch ui f^nd efiectual to reiUtiii il in 
the latter, why shook! not the experiiaeBt be tfM 
at least with the former ? The rod| Mr* Fit^Admi» 
the rod is the thing, which, if weU adn^istered^ 
would senre to deter many a man-chtld from ea- 
posing himself as a rambler, whose callous sensar 
tions the lash of ridicule could make no impressioii 
npon. In recommending this, I fun sorry to say I 
have the authority of experience to support meg 
having had the misfortune to feel, in my own proper 
person, how efficacious the smart of a uttle flagella- 
tion is, to correct an inordinate passion fbf tnMrel*- 
ling: for the rage of travel, Sir, prevails in Our Ut» 
tie society as in your larger one, and lias formeriv^ 
when this argument ajtostenoriwaA not so frequevtl^ 
used to discourage it, manifested itself in perpetual 
excursions to foreign parts ; such as Cluer, Datdtet, 
Windsor, &c. at every short interval between school- 
times» just as the grown children of fashioa run 
over to Paris during a recess of parliament. But the 
ceremony of an installation was equivalent to a jubi- 
lee, and nsed to occasion almost a total emigration^ 
which I assure you was prevented the last time by 
this salutary terror; a terror which operates so 
strongly, that though there ii now-and-then a clan- 
destine excursion made by some daring genius, ^et 
it is but seldom, and attended with su<m trepidation 
when it happens, as to justify the picture which the 
sweetest of our elegiac poets has drawn of us : 

StiJl as they nm they look beliiod. 
They hear a voice in every wlnd» 

And snatch afearfal joy. 

' It may possibly be objected, that our men-chil- 
dren are too big to be whipped like school-boys ; but 
if the description be just, which I heard a gentleman 
at my father's give last holidays of our countrymen 
abroad, I leave you to judge whether they should or 
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not. '^'^troilin^ ever Europe {thede w^re Iria wonl«) 
moA staring about with a «trange miktare of raw ad- 
aik>alioo and rude contempt ; both equally the ef- 
fect of ignorance and inexperience. Insolently de- 
spising foreign manners and customs, merely be- 
eause they are for^tgn^ which yet for the same rea- 
son diey would faiti copy, though awkwardly and 
widiout distinction. Untinctured with any sound 
principles of comparison; unreasonably vain, and, 

S' turns, ashamed of their native coanfry ; triiing, 
eepish, and riotous.^' What are these, Mr. Fits- 
Adam, bat school-boys out of bounds? And shall 
Aey not be whipped, severely whipped, when they re» 
turn ? It is beneath the dignity of government to in- 
fiiet « more serious punishment, and contrary to its 
wisdom to connive at the offence. 

* There is a bUl, I am told, depending in pariia- 
raent, the idea of which, if I am rightiy infonaed, is 
l^atnly borrowed from our custom of caJfUng absence; 
Ikat k, calling over the list of names, to which each 
boy is expected to appear and answer ; I mean the 
ragister ^il, which it seems establishes an absence to 
be caMed annually lAiroughout the kingdom : an ad- 
mirali^e institution, calculated, I suppose, as among 
OS, for the detection of these Very offenders. Let 
those patriots then, who have condescended to copy 
one institution of school-policy, adopt the whole 
pkn ; for surely to detect without punishing, would 
be stopping short of the mark. Suppose dien that 
a bill was to be prepared, entitled An act against 
raxMing^ whidi may be considered as a proper sup- 
plement to the vagrant act ; by which a board should 
be constituted, and called the home board ; the pre- 
rident and principal members of which are to be 
diosea out of the laudaMe society of Anti-Galli- 
oans I to whom the proper officers appointed to tail 
ah$€meej pursuant to the register act, shall transmit 
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aimiiaUy oom^te IkU of abtentees in foraignpaits, 
who on their return home shall be liable to be tioa- 
moned and examined in a summary way brfote the 
board, whose sentence shall be final. That all go- 
ing into foreign parts shall not be deemed rambling'; 
but that the legislature may in its wisdom define tibe 
ofience, and specify certain tokens by which it may 
be ascertained ; - such, for instance, as debasing the 
purity of the English language, by a vile mixture of 
exotic words, idioms, and phrases ; all impertinent 
and unmeaning shrugs, grimaces, and gesticula- 
tions ; the frequent use of the word canaillcy and the 
least contempt wantonly cast on the ro^t beef of 
Old England* These should be deemed sufficient 
evidence to convict an offender s^ainst this statute, 
who shall be immediately brought to condign pu- 
nishment, which is. to be hy flagellation after the 
manner of the schools ; for wUch purpose a blodk 
fashioned like ours, may be erected on the parade, 
and an additional salary given to the usher of the 
black rod, to provide a sufficient store of birch,- and 
jELble-bodied deputies* The numiber of lashes to be 
proportioned to the crime ; never less than seven, 
nor more than one-and-twenty, exclusive of the fly* 
ing cuts as the criminal rises. The time of execu- 
tion, for the sake of public example, to be twelve at 
noon, and some one member of the home boards al- 
ways to attend and intermix proper reproofs, and ad- 
monitions between the cuts, which are to be applied 
slowly and distinctly. — Provided always, that no- 
• thing in this act contained shall extend to persons' 
who cross the seas in order to finish their studies at 
foreign universities; to gentlemen who travel with the 
public spirited design of procuring singers and dan- 
cers for the opera ; or to such young patriots who 
make the tour of Europe, from a laudable desire of 
.discovering the many imperfections of the English 
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e(»8tit»tiQXi, by compariog it wiifa the more perfeet 
nodels whidb are to be found abroad. ' 

* Swikf Sky are the geaeral outlines of my scheme; 
and, guarded with these precautions, I should flat- 
ter myself it could meet with no opposition. I once 
diou^t of a private dipping-room for travelling 
females, but in consideration of the voluntary pe- 
nanee, which I am told they submit to at dieir re- 
turn to England, of exhibiting themselves in public 
places, made frightful with all the frippery of France, 
patched, painted, and pomponed, as warnings to the 
sex, I am willing that all farther punishment should 
be remitted. To your censure, Sir, I submit the 
whole of ray scheme. If the foundation I have built 
vpoii is a weak one, I have the inexperience of 
youth to plead in my behalf, and the same excuse to 
aHege with the simple swain in Virgril, whi^, as a 
school-boy I beg leave to quote. 

Urbem, qnam dicont Homam, Mdiboee, patavi 
Staltas efp haic nostnB nmileiD — -. — 
Sid csnibUB catolos lioiilet, &c. 

I am, Sir, your humble servant' 
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It is with some degree of pride as well as pleasure 
diat I see my correspondents multiply so fast, that 
the task I have undertaken has become almost a 
aiaecure. For many weeks past it has been entirely 
80, allowing only for 9ome little alterations, which 1 
fudged it necessary to make in two or three essays : 
a liberty which I shall never take without the great- 
est caution, and upon few other occasions tkuin to 
give a general turn to what may be applied to a 
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particular character. To all men of g^^iius and 
good humour, who will favour me with their cor- 
respondence, I shall think '*myi^ both honoured 
and obliged. 

The writer of the following letter will, I am sure^ 
ibrgive me for the few liberties I have taken with 
hhn. The grievance he complains of is a very great 
one, and what 1 should imagine needs only to be 
mentioned to find redress. 

* To Ma. Fitz-Adam. 

•SIR, 

' To gratify the curiosity of a country friend, I 
accompanied him a few weeks ag6 to Bedlam ; a 
place which I should not otherwise have visited, as 
the distresses of my fellow-creatures affect me- too 
much to incline me to be a S{$ectator of them. I was 
extremely moved at the variety of wretches, who 
appeared either sullen or outrageous, melancholy or 
cheerful, according to their different dispositions; 
and who seemed to retain, though inconsistently, 
the same passions and affections, as when in pos- 
session of their reason. In one cell sat a wretch 
upon his straw, looking steadfastly upon the ground 
in silent despair. In another the spirit of ambition 
flashed from the eyes of an emperor, who strutted 
the happy lord of the creation. Here a fearful miser, 
having in fancy converted his rags to gold, sat 
counting out his wealth, and trembling at' all who 
saw him. There the prodigal was hurrying up and 
down his ward, and giving fortunes to thousands. 
On one side a straw-crowned king was delivering 
laws to his people, and on the other a husband, mad 
indeed, was dictating to a wife that had undone htm. 
3udden fits of raving interrupted the solemn walk of 
the- melancholy musician, and settled despair sat 
upon the pallid countenanee of the love^sack maul. 
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' To those who have feeling minds, there is no- 
thing so affecting as sights hke these: noc can a 
better lesson be taught us in any part of the globe 
than in this school of misery. - Here we may see 
the mighty reasoners of the earth, below even the 
insects that crawl upon it ; and from^so humbling a 
sight we may learn to moderate our pride,, and to 
keep those passions vrithin bounds, which, if too 
much indulged, would drive reason from. her seat, 
and level us with the wretches of this unhappy man- 
sion. But I am sorry to say it, curiosity and wan-> 
tonness, more than a desire of instniction, carry the 
majority of spectators to this dismal place* It was 
in the Easter-week that I attended my friend there ; 
when, to my great surprise, I found a hundred 
people at least, who, having paid their two-pence 
a-piece, were suffered unattended to run rioting up 
and down the wards, making sport and diversion 
of the miserable inhabitants ; a cruelty which one 
would think human nature hardly capable of I Sure- 
ly if the utmost misery of mankind is to be made a 
sight of for gain, those who are the governors of 
this hospital should take care that proper persons 
are appointed to attend the spectators, and not suffer 
indecencies to be committed, which would shock the 
humanity of the savage Indians. I saw some of the 
poor wretches provoked by the insults of this holi- 
day-mob into furies of rage ; and I saw the poorer 
wretches, the spectators, in a loud laugh of triumph 
at the ravings tliey had occasioned. 

-Mn a country where Christianity is, at least, pro- 
fessed, it is strange that humanity should, in this in- 
stance, so totally have abandoned us : for however 
trifling this may appear to some particular persons, I 
cannot help looking upon it as a reflection upon the 
nation, and worthy the consideration of all good men. 
I know it is a hard task to alter the wanton disposi- 
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tioas «f nuttaUod ; but it 18 nol hardlor men in fowet 
to hinder people from venting those dispositioitf ob 
die unhappy objects in qnestiony of whom every 
governor is die guardian, and therefore bound to pro- 
tect them from so crael an outrage, whidi is not only 
kyuriotts to the poor wretches themselves^ but is also 
an msult upon human nature. I hope, therefore, 
that for the future the governors of this noble cha- 
rity will think themselves obliged, in conscience and 
honour, to rectify an abuse which is so great a dis* 
esedit to it : or if they continue regardless of it, that 
you, Mr« Fitz-Adam, will pronounce every indivi* 
dual of them to be an accomplice in the barbarity. 

* And now, Sir, that I am on the subject of mad- 
ness, give me leave to hint to you an of»iiion which 
I hare o#ten entertained, and which .my late visit t^ 
Bedlam has again revived, that the maddest people 
in 4his kingdom are not in bat out of Bedlam. I bav# 
&equently compared in iny own mind the actions of 
certain persons whom we daily meet with in the 
world, with those of the inhabitants of Bedlam, whp^ 
properly speaking, may be said to be out of it; und 
I know of no other difference 4!>etween them^ than 
that the former are mad with their reason about them, 
and the latter so from the misfortune of having lost 
it. But what is extraordinary in this age, when, to 
its honour be it spoken, charity is become fashion'^ 
aUe, these unhappy wretches are suffered to run 
loose about the town, raising riots in public assen* 
blies, beating constables, breaking lamps, damning 
parsons, affronting modesty, disturbing families, and 
destroying their own fortunes and constitutions : and 
all this without any provision being made for them^ 
or the least attempt to cure them of this madness in 
^ir blood. 

* The miserable objects I am speaking of, are di- 
vided into two okms ; the Mm of Sfnrit aUut 
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iown^ And the Bucks : the Men of Spirit have some 
glimmeriDgs of tiiiderstaDdmg the Bucks none: 
Sie former are demoniacs, or. people possessed ; 
the latter are uniformly and incurably mad.. For 
the reception and confinement of both these classes 
I would humbly propose that two very spacious 
building she erected, the one called the hospital for 
Men of Spirit, or demoniacs ; and the other the hos- 
pital for Bucks, or incurables. Of these hospitals I 
would have the keepers of our Bridewells appointed 
governors, with full powers of constituting such de- 
puties or sub-governors, as to their wisdom should 
seem meet. That after such hospitals are. built, 
proper officers appointed, and doctors, surgeons, 
apothecaries, and mad nurses provided, all young 
noblemen and others within the bills of mortality, 
having common sense, who shall be found offending 
against the rules of decency, either in the cases 
above-mentioned, or in others of a similar nature^ 
shall immediately be conducted to the hospital for 
demoniacs, there to be exorcised, physicked, and dis- 
ciplined into a proper use of their senses ; and that 
full liberty be granted to all persons whatsoever 
to visit, laugh at, and make sport of these demo- 
niacs, without let. or molestation from any of the 
keepers, according to the present custom of Bedlam. 
To die Buck hospital for incurables, I would have all 
such persons conveyed that are mad through folly, 
ignorance, or conceit : there to be shut up for life, not 
only to be prevented from ddng mischief, but from 
exposing in their own persons, the weaknesses and 
miseries of mankind. These incurables, on no pre- 
tence whatsoever, to be visited or ridiculed ; as it 
would be altogether as inhuman to insult the un- 
happy wretches who never were possessed of their 
senses, as it is to make a jest of those who have un- 
fortunately lost them. 
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' Tbe buildiog and endowing these hospitals I 
leaire to the projectors of ways and meanfi ; content* 
ing myself ¥rkh haring communicated a scheme^ 
whkhi if carried into execution, will secure us from 
those swarms of madmen which are at present so 
much the dread and disturbance of all public places. 
I am, Sir, your constant reader, and 

roost humble servant, P. P. 
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I ^BAU* not at present enter into the gceat <|ae6- 
tioa between the ancients jaod the modems ; much 
less ftball I pnasame to decide upoa a poont of that 
uaportancet which has been the subject of debate 
among tbe learned from the days of Horace down 
to ours. To. mftke my court to ths learned, I will la- 
ment the gradual decay of human nature, for these 
last sixteen centuries; but at the same time I wilt 
do justice to my contemporaries, and give them their 
due jBhare of praise, where they have either struck out 
new inyentions, or imiNsoved and brought old ones 
to perfection. Some of them I shall now mention. 

The most zealous and partial advocate for Ihe an* 
oients will .not, I believe, pretend to dispute the in"^ 
finite superiority of the modems in tiie art of faeal-» 
ing. Hippocrates, Celsus, and Galen, had no spe- 
cifics. They ratiher endeavomred to relieve than pre-^ 
tended to«c«re. As for the astonishing cures of 
iBsoilapittS, I do not put them into the account ; 
they ans to be ascribed to Us power, not to\aa skill: 
he was a god, and his divinity was his nostrum. But 
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bow prodigioiidly have my in^icms coDtemportfiev 
extended tbeboutids of medidne 1 What nostromty 
what specifics have they not discOTeredl CoUee* 
tively considered, they insure not onlyperfect health^ 
bat, by a necessary consequence, immdrtaHty ; in* 
somiich that I am astonished, when I still read in 
the weekly bills the great number of people who 
choose to die of such and such distempers, for every 
one of which there are infallible and specific cures, 
not only advertised but attested in all the public 
newspapers* 

When the lower sort of Irish, in the most uncivi- 
lized parts of Ireland, attend the funeral of a de» 
ceased friend or neighbour, before they give the last 
parting howl, they expostulate with the dead ^>ody, 
and reproach him with having died, notwithstanding 
that he had an excellent wife, a milch cow, seven fine 
children, and a competency of potatoes. Now thou^ 
all these, particularly the excellent wife, are very 
good things in a state of perfect health, they cannot, 
as I apprdiend, be looked upon as preventive either 
of sickness or of death ; but with how much more 
reason may we expostulate with, and censure those 
of our contemporaries, who, either from obstinacy or 
incredulity, die in this great metropolis, or indeed in 
this kingdom, when they may prevent or cure, at a 
tr^ng expense, not only all distempers, but even 
old age and death itself 1 The renovating elixir tfi« 
falUb^ restores pristine youth and vigour ^ be the pa* 
tient ever so old and decayed; and that without loss 
of time or business ; whereas the same operation 
among the ancients was both tedious and painful, 
as it required a thorough boiling of the patient. 

The most inflammatory and mtrepid fevers fly at 
the first discharge of Dr. James's powder; and a 
drop or pill of the celebrated Mr. Ward corrects all 
the malignity of Pandora's box. 
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Ought not every man of great birth and estate^ 
who for many years has been afflicted with the po$^ 
teramaniay or rage of having posterity, a distemper 
very common among persons of that sort ; ought he 
not, I say, to be ashamed of having no issue male to 
perpetuate his iihistrious name and title, when for so 
small a sum as three-and-sixpence, he and his lady 
might be supplied with a sufficient quantity of the 
vivifying drops, which infallibly cure imbecility in 
men, and barrenness in women, though of never so 
long standing ? 

Another very great discovery of the modems in the 
art of healing is, the infallible cure of the king's 
evil, though never so inveterate, by only the touch 
of a lawful king, the right heir of Adam : for that 
is essentially necessary. The ancients were unac- 
quainted with this inestimable secret : and even So* 
lomon the son of David, the wisest of kings, knew 
nothing of the matter. But our British Solomon, 
King James the First, a son of a David, also, was no 
stranger to it, and practised it with success. 

This fact ifi sufficiently proved by experience r but 
if it' wanted any corroborating testimony, we have 
that of the ingenious Mr. Carte, who, in his incom- 
parable History of England, asserts (and that in a 
•marginal note too^ whiclr is always more material 
than the text) that he knew somebody, who was ra- 
dically cured of a most pbstinate king's evil, by the 
touch of somebody. As our sagacious* historian does 
not even intimate that this somebody took anything 
of the other somebody for the*^ cure, it were to be 
wished that^ he had named this somebody, and his 
place *of abode, for the benefit of the' poor, who are 
now reduced, andat some expense, to have recourse 
to Mr.rVicfcers the clergyman. Besides, I fairly 
confess myself to be personally interested in this in- 
quiry, since this »<midb6dy must necessarily be the 
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right )ieir*of Adam^ and consequently I mnst haT« 
the honour of being related to him. 

Our laborious neighbours and kinsmen, the Ger* 
mansy are not without their inventions and happy 
discoveries in the art of medicine ; for they laugh 
at a wound through the heart, if they can but apply 
their powder of sympathy not to the wound it- 
self, but to the sword or bullet that made jit. 

Having now (at least in my own opinion) fully 
proved the superiority of the moderns over the an- 
cients in the art of healing, I shall proceed to some 
other particulars, in which my contemporaries will as 
justly claim, and I hope be allowed the preference. 

Tne ingenious Mr. Warburton, in his Divine Le- 
gation of Moses, very justly observes, that hierogly- 
phics were the beginning of letters ; but at the same 
time he candidly aJlows that it was a very trouble- 
some and uncertain method of communicating one's 
ideas; as it depended in a great measure on the 
writer's skill in drawing (an art little known in those 
days); and as a stroke too much or too little, too 
high or too low, might be of the most dangerous 
consequence, in religion, business, or love, Cadmus 
removed this difficulty by his invention of unequt-- 
vocal letters; but then he removed it too much; for 
those letters or marks being the same throughout, 
and . fixed alphabetically, soon became generally 
known, and prevented that secrecy wliich in many 
cases was . to be wished for. This . inconveniency 
suggested to the ancients the invention of cryptogra- 
phy and steganography, or a mysterious and unin- 
telligible way of writing, by the help of which none 
but the corresponding parties who had the key could 
decipher the matter. But human industry^ soon re- 
fined* upon this too ; the art of deciphering was dis- 
covered, and the skill of the decipherer baffled -all 
the labour pf the cipherer., The secrecy, of all liter 
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nay correipoBdenct became precanons,. and aeidier 
busmess nor love could any longer be safely trosted 
to paper* Such for a considerable tkaae was the nn- 
bappy state of letters^ till the beaw monde, an ia* 
▼entire race of people, found out a new kind of 
cryptography, or stegaaography, unknown to the an^ 
cients, and firee from some of ^eir inconveniences. 
Lovers in general made use of it; controversiai 
writers commonly ; and ministers of state sometimes, 
in the most important dispatches. It was wridi^ in 
such an unintelligible manner,, and with such 6b* 
•curity, that the corresponding parties themselves 
neither understood, nor even guessed at each other's 
meanix^ : which was a most effeptual security against 
all the accidents to which letters- are liable by being 
either mislaid or intercepted. But this method too, 
though long pursued, was also attended with some 
mconveniences. It frequently poduoed mistakes, 
by scattering false lights upon Uiat friendly dark- 
ness, so propsticms to business and love. But our 
inventive neighbours, the French, have very lately 
removed all these inconveniences, by the happy dis. 
covery of a new kind of paper, as pleasing to the 
eye, and as conducive to the dispatch, the cteamess, 
and at the same time the secrecy of all literary 
correspondence. My worthy friend Mr. Dodsley 
lately brought me a sample of it, upon which, if I 
mistake not, he will make very considerable im- 
provements, as my countrymen often do upon the 
mventions of other nations, This sheet of paper I 
conjectured to be the ground-work and principal 
material of a tender and passionate letter from anne 
gentleman to a fine lady ; though in truth it might 
very well be the whole letter itself. At the top of 
the first page was delineated a lady with very red 
cheeks, and a very large hoop, in the fashionable at- 
titude of knotting, and of making a very genteel 
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Ffendi csonrtetv. This evidaijdy appears to stand 
for,Madani« and saves the time and trouble of writing 
it. At the bottom of the third page was painted a 
Y«ry fine w«Ii-dresaed gentleman, with his hat under 
his left ana> and his right hand upon his heart, bow- 
ing most respectCully low ; which single figure, by 
an admirable piece of brachygraphy or short-hand, 
pifuafy conveys this deep sense, and stands instead 
of these many words, I hoot the honour to be, with 
the te9dere$i and warmest sentiments , Madam, your 
$nost inxnohAhf attached, faitiful, kuiMe servant. The 
margin of the paper, which was about half an inch 
broad, was very properly decorated with all the env- 
Uems of .triumphant beauty, and tender sulferiDg 
passion. Groups of lilies, roses, pearls, corals, sans 
and stars, were intermixed with chains, t)earded 
shafts, and bleeding hearts. Sack a sheet of paper, 
I confess, seems to me to be a complete letter ; and 
I would advise all fine ^ntlemen, whose time, I 
know is precious, to avail themselves of this admi* 
iMe invention : it will save them a great desd of 
time, and perhaps some thought ; and I cannot help 
tkmkmg, diat were they even to take the trouble of 
fiQing up the paper wiUi the tenderest sentiments of 
their hearts, or the most shining flights of their lancy , 
ihey would add no energy or delicacy to those types 
and symbols of the lady*s conquests, and t^ir own 
captivity and suiSerings. 

These blank letters (if I may call them so, when 
ihey convsey so much) will mock the jealous eurio-^ 
eitj of husbands and fat^rs, who will in vain hold 
them to the fire to illicit the supposed juice of lemon, 
and upon whom they may afterward pass tor a piece 
of innocent pleasantfy. 

The dtdlest of my readers must, I am sure, by 
this time be aware, 4iU the ulality of this inventioa 
extends, mutatis mutandis, to whatever can be the 
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subject of letters, and with much less troubley and 
much more secrecy, propriety, and elegancy, than 
the old way of writing. 

A painter of but moderate skill and fancy may in 
a very short time have reams of ready painted paper 
by him to supply the demands of the statesman, the 
divine, and the lover. And I think it my duty to 
inform the public, that mv good friend Mr. Dodsley, 
who has long complained of the decay of trade, and 
who loves, with a prudent regard to his own interest, 
to encourage every useful invention, is at this time 
learning to paint with most unwearied diligence and 
application; and Imake no doubt, but that in a very 
little time he will be able to furnish all sorts of per- 
sons with the very best ready made goods of that 
kind. I warned him indeed against providing any 
for the two learned professions of the law and physic, 
which I apprehend would lie upon his hands. One 
of them being already in possession (to speak in their 
own style) of a more brachygraphical, cr3rptogra- 
phical, and steganographical secret,* in writing meix 
warrants ; and the other not willingly admitting bre- 
vity, in any shape. Otherwise what innumerable 
skins of parchment, and lines of writing might be 
saved in a marriage-settlement, for instance, if the 
first fourteen of fifteen sons, the supposed future 
issue, lawfully to be begotten of that happy mar- 
riage, and upon whom the settlement is successively 
made, were to be painted every one a size less than 
the other upon one skin of parchment, instead of 
being enumerated upon one hundred, according to 
priority of birth, and seniority of age ; and moreover 
the elder, by a happy pleonasmus, always to take 
before, and be preferred to the younger! but this 
useful alteration is more to be wished than expected, 
for reasons which I do not at present think proper 
to mention. 
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I am seDsible that the f oYen&ment may possibly 
object, that I am suggesting to its enemies a method 
of canying on their treasonable eorrespondences 
wiUi nmch more secrecy than formerly. But as my 
intentions are honest, I should be very sorry to have 
jDny loyalty suspected : and when I consider the seal, 
and at die same time the the ingenuity of the Jaco- 
bites, I am ccKimnced that their letters in this new 
metluMi m\\ be so charged with eroves of oaken 
boughs, white roses and thistles mterwoven, ^lat 
thob meaning will not be obscure, and consequmitly 
no danger wUl arise to the government from this new 
and exoeilent invoition. 
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I HJkVE the pleasure of informing Biy fair oorqB* 
spondent, that her petition contain^ in the foHow** 
ing letter is granted. I wish I could as easily restore 
to her what she has lost. But to a mind lilLe hers, 
so elevated ! so harmonized 1 time and the consci- 
ouaness of sOmuch purity of intention will bring re* 
lief. It must always afford her matter of the most 
pleasing cefiectton, that her soul had no participation 
with her material part in that particular act which 
she appears to mention with so tender a regret. But 
it is not my intention to anticipate her story, by en- 
deavouring to console her. Her letter, I hope, will 
caution all young ladies of equal virtue with herself 
against that excess of complaisance, with which 
tibey are sometimes too wilting to entertain their 
lovers. 
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* To Mr. Fitx-Adam. 

* I have not the least ill-will to your fkiend Mr^ 
Dodsley, whom I never saw in my life ; but I address 
myself to your equity and good-nature» for a small 
.share only of your mvour and recommendation in 
that new and valuable branch of trade, to which you 
have informed the public he is n6w applying himself, 
and which I hope you will not think it reaisonable 
that he should monopolize. I mean that admirable 
short and secret method of communicating one's 
ideas by ingenious emblems and representations of 
the pencil, instead of the vulgar and old method of 
lettei-s by the pen. Give me leave, Sir, to state ray 
case and my qualifications to you : I am sure you 
will decide with justice. 

'M am the daughter of a clergyman, who, having 
had a very good living, gave me a good education, 
and left me no fortune. I had naturally a turn to 
reading and drawing: my father encouraged and 
assisted me in the one, allowed me a master ^ to in- 
struct me in the other, and I made an uncommon 
progress in them both. My heart was tender, and 
my sentiments were delicate ; perhaps too much so 
for my rank in life. This disposition led me to study 
chiefly those treasures of sublime honour, spotless 
virtue, and. refined sentiment, the voluminous ro- 
mances of the last century. Sentiments from which 
I thank Heaven I have never deviated. From a ' 
sympathizing softness of soul, how often have I wept 
over those afiecting distresses I How have I shared 
the. pangs of the chaste and lovely Mariamne upon 
the death of the tender, the faithful Tiridates I And 
how has my indignation been excited at the unfaith- 
ful and ungenerous historical misrepresentations of 
the gallant first Brutus, who was undoubtedly the 
tenderest lover that ever lived ! My drawings took 
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the same elegant turn with my reading. I painted 
all the most moving and tender stories of charm, 
ing Ovid's Metamorphoses ; not without sometimes 
mingling my tears with my colours. I presented 
some fans of my own painting to several ladies in 
the neighbourhood, who were pleased to commend 
both the execution and the designs. The latter I 
always took care should be moving, and at the same 
time irreproachably pure ; and I found means even 
to represent with unblemished delicacy, the unhappy 
passion of the unfortunate Pasipha6. With this turn 
of mind, this sofhiess of soul, it will be supposed 
that I loved. I did so, Sir ; tenderly and truly I 
loved. Why should I disown a passion, which, 
when clarified as mine was from the impure dregs 
of sensuality, is the noblest and most generous sen- 
timent of the human breast? O ! that the false heart 
of the dear deceiver, whose perfidious vows betray- 
ed mine, had been but as pure ! The traitor was 

quartered with his troop of dragoons in the town 
where I lived. His person was a happy compound 
of the manlv strength of a hero^ and all the softer 
graces of a lover ; and I thought that I discovered 
in him, at first sight, all the courage and all the ten- ^ 
derness of Oroondates. My figure, which was not 
bad, it seems pleased him as much. He sought and 
obtained my acquaintance. Soon by his eyes, and 
soon after by his words, he declared his passion to 
me. My blushes, my confusion, and my silence, 
too plainly spoke mine. Good gods ! how tender 
were his words ! how languishingly soft his eyes ! 
with what ardour did he snatch and press my hand ! 
a trifling liberty, which one cannot decently refuse, 
and for which refusal there is no precedent. Some- 
times he addressed me in the moving words of Va- 
iranes, sometimes in the tender accents of Castalio, . 
and sometimes in the warmer language of Juba ; fop 
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h» WM a very good tcholttr. in phosty Sir, a flupnth 
was not 4pa0t before lie pressed ibr .what he called 
a proof «f my passian. I trembled at the very 
thought, aad reptoadied him vith the indelicacy of 
it He peraitted ; and l, in compliance with cuatom 
onlyyihkited previous marriage : he urged love; and 
I was not vulgar enough 4o xefuse to the msm I tea* 
derl y loved, the .proof he required of my passiooi I 
yielded, it is true ; but it was to sentiment, not to 
desire. A few montlis gav« me reason to suspeot 
that his ^passion was not quite so "pure ; and within 
the year the perfidious wretch convinced n^e that it 
had been m^ely sensual^ For upon the remoral of 
his jteoop to other (quarters, he took a cold lea^e /of 
me, and contented Umself with saying, thajt in t^ 
course (rf" tquaiiers he hoped to have the pleaauxe 
9oai& time or other of seeing me again. You, Mxp 
Fitz^Adam^if you have any.elegancy 0f soul, i& I 
dare flay you have, can better guess (than I <:axi ^eic- 
pcess the agonies 1 tfcAt, and the iteains i shed uipon 
this^occasion ; butall in vain ; vain as. the ^thousand 
tendfrr letteo^ which! have written to him since, .and 
to which i have received no iias:wei:» As all thia 
passed within the course of ten moatiis, I had bi^ 
one child; which dear pledge of my first and only 
love, I now maintain at the expense <^ more than 
half of what I have to subsist upon myself^ 
, * Having now, as I hope, prepared your compas- 
sion, and proved my qualification, I proceed to the 
prayer of my petition. Wlu(^ is, that you will be 
pleased to recommend me to the public, with all that 
authority, which you have so justly acquired, for a 
share of this new .and beneficial branch of trade. I 
mean no farther than the just bounds to which the 
female province may ;extend. Let Mr. Dodsley en^ 
gross all the rest, with my best wishes. — Though I 
say it, I believe nobody has a (dearer noti<m of ithe 
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theory of delicate sentimetits than I hare; and I 
have already a considerable stock in hand of these 
allegorical and emblematical paintings, applicable to- 
almost every situation in which a woman of sense, 
▼irtue, and delicacy, can find herself. I indulged 
my fancy in painting them, according to the various 
dispositions of mind, which my various fortunes pro- 
duced. I think I may say without vanity, that I have 
made considerable improvements in the celebrated 
map of the realms of love in Clelia. I have adorned 
the banks of the gentle and crystalline Tender with 
several new villages and groves ; and added expres- 
«on to the pleasing melancholic groves of sighs and 
tender cares. I have whole quires, painted in my 
happier moments, of hearts united and crowned, 
fluttering cupids, wanton zephyrs, constant and ten-^ 
der doves, myrtle bowers, banks of jessamine and 
tuberose, and shady groves. These will require very 
little filling up, if any, from ladies who are in the 
transporting situation of growing loves. For the 
forsaken, and complaining fair, with whom, alas ! I 
too fatally sympathize, I have tender willows droop- 
mg over murmuring brooks, and gloomy walks of 
mournful cypress and solemn yew. In short. Sir, I 
either have by me, or will forthwith provide, what- 
ever can convey the most perfect ideas of elegant 
friendship, or pure, refined, and sentimental passion. 
But I think it necessary to give notice, that if any 
ladies would express any indelicate ideas of love, or 
require any t3rpes or emblems of sensual joys, they 
must not apply to. Sir, 

Your most obedient humble $ervant, 

Pahthenissa.' 
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SiMPLiciTT 48 with justice /esteened a «iipreme 
excellence in all the performances of art» hecansehy 
this quality they more nearly resemble the prodnc* 
tioiiB^ nature : and the •productions of nature faave 
eyer been accounted, nobler, and of a hi^uer order, 
in pnmortion to Iheir nmplici^^ Hence Arises (if 
die ladies will permit me to philoso^ifiEe a moment) 
the superior excellence of spirit to matter, which is 
evidentiy a combination of many particles ; whereas 
the first is pure, uncompoundecC and indiyiaible* 

Btxt kl 418 descend from lofty specalations and 
nseless metapby»cs» into common iHe and familiar 
ajfts, in order more fully to idisplay the b^Hdaes tof n 
juflt tumplicity, to which the present age seems asol 
to pay apsoper regard in various instances. 

Nothing can he move tb^ome and nanseoos torn 
virtuoso of active judgmenttandajusteye in painting, 
than the gaudy glitter of (florid icolourB, and ai^asl 
profusion of Ught, unsubdued by shade, and «ndi-^ 
versified with teints o£ a browneor cast. It ia tie* 
oordsd, that some of the capital pieces ef Apcfles 
were wrought in four colours only. .This excellent 
artist inrented also a kind of darkening Tarnish, Aat, 
migfat temper and chastise aHdazKiing splendour and 
unnecessary glare, and might give, as Pliny expresses 
it, a modesty and austerity to his works. Iliose who 
have been unaccustomed to the best models, are 
usually at first more delighted with the productions 
of the Flemish than the- Italian school ; and prefer 
Bubens to Raphael, till they feel by experience, that 
luscious and gay colouring- defeats the very end of 
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the ait, by tuniiiig tiie attention from its pimcipal ex^ 
celiences ; tliatis, from Trath, Simplicity, and Design, 

If these observations are rightly founded, what 
shall we say of the taste and judgment of those who 
spmd thdr lives and their fortunes in coilecting 
pieces, where neither perspeclivey nor propoitio«« 
nor eonlbcmity to nature are observed : I mean the 
extravagant lovers and purdiasers of China and Jn» 
dian scveoos. I saw a sensible foreigner astonished 
at a late auction, with the exoifoitant prices given fov 
these splendid defonnides, as he called them, whilo 
aa esquisite pamting of GnkLo passed unnoticed, and 
was set aside as nnfihshiooableluraber. Happy sfaooid 
I lUnk myself to be able to convince the £eur ooiiiioi»* 
sears that make the greatest part of Mr. Laaglbrd's 
audiences, that no genuine b^ty is to be found in 
whimsical and grotesque fgures, the monstrous off* 
spfing of wild imagination, uncBrected bj natnreand 
truth. 

Itkof eqnai conaequience to observe Simplicity in 
architecture as in painting. A multiplicity of minute 
ornaments ; a vast variety of angles and cotities ; 
dusters of Uttfe cdumns, and a crowd of windows^ 
are what distinguish Meanness of manner in bniiding 
from Greatness; that is, the Gothic from the Gre- 
cian ; in which every decorattion arises from necessity 
and use, and every pillar h^s something to suppoit* 

Mark how the dread Pantbeon stands, 
Aaid the doaes at modem hands ! 
Amid the toys of idle stale» 
How simply* how severely great! 

says the celebiated author of the ode to Lord Hun<< 
"tingdon. Nothing, therefore, ofiends me more than 
to behold the revival of this barbarous taste, in se- 
veral v31as, temples, and pleasufe-houses, t^ dis- 
grace the neighbourhood of this metropolis. Nay, 
aoBWtimes in th^ front of the same edifice to find a 



144 WORLD. N® 26. 

Grecian plan adulterated and defiled by the unna- 
tural and impure mixture of Gothic whimsies. 

Desinit in piscem mulier formosa soperae. — Hor. 

Whoever considers the latest importations of music 
and musicians from Italy, will be convinced that the 
modem masters of that country have lost that beau- 
tiful Simplicity, which is generally the ornament of 
every musical composition, and which really digni* 
fied those of their predecessors. They have intro- 
duced so many intricate divisions, wild variations, 
and useless repetitions, without any apparent neces* 
sity arising either from the words or from any other 
incident, Uiat the chief ambition of the composer 
seems to be rather to surprise the ear than to please 
the judgment ; and that off the performer, to shew 
his execution rather than his expression. It is from 
these motives that the hearer is often confounded, 
but not delighted, with sudden and unnatural tran- 
sitions from the key, and returns to it as unnatural 
as the transitions themselves ; while Pathos, the soul 
of music, is either unknown or totally * neglectedv 
Those who have studied the works of Correlli among 
the modern-ancients, and Handel in the present age, 
know that the most affecting passages of the former 
owe their excellence to Simplicity alone; and that the 
latter understands it as well, and attends to it as 
much, though he knows when to introduce with pro- 
priety those niceties and refmements, which, for want 
of that propriety, we condemn in others. 

In every species of writing, whether we consider 
style or sentiment. Simplicity is a beauty. The per- 
fection of language, says the great father of criti- 
cism, consists in its being perspicuous but not low. 
A redundancy of metaphors, a heap of sounding and 
florid epithets, remote allusions, suddien flashes of 
wit, lively and epigrammatic turns, dazzle the ima- 
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ginations, and captivate the minds of vulgar readers, 
who are apt to think the simple maimer unanim^ted 
and dull, for want of being acquainted with the mo- 
dels of the great antique. Xenophon among the 
Greeks, and Ceesar among the Romans, are at once 
the purest and most simple, as well as the most 
elegant writers, slny age or nation can produce. 
i^udi enim sunt, rectiy et venusti, omni ornatu orationiSf 
tanquam veste, detracto. Among ourselves, no writer 
has perhaps made so happy and judicious a mixture 
of plain and figurative terms as Addison, who was 
the first that banished from the English, as Boileau 
from the French, every species of bad eloquence and 
false wit, and opened the gates of the temple of taste 
to his fellow-citizens. 

It seems to be the fate of polished nations to de- 
generate and depart from a simplicity of sentiments 
For when the first and most obvious thoughts have 
been preoccupied by former writers, their succes- 
sors, by straining to be original and new, abound in 
far-fetched sentiments and forced conceits. Some 
late instances in men of genius (for none but these 
are capable of committing this fault) give occasion to 
us to deprecate this event. I must add, under this 
head, that simplicity of fable is an indispensable qua- 
lity in every legitimate drama. We are too much 
enamoured with what is called intrigue, business, 
and bustle, in our plays. We are disgusted with 
the thiiiness, that is, the unity of a plot. We must 
enrich it with episodes or unaer-characters ; and we 
never consider, how much our attention is diverted 
and destroyed by diflPerent objects, and our pity di- 
vided and weakened by an intricate multiplicity of 
events and of persons. The Athenians, therefore, 
who cduld relish so simple a plot as that of the Phi- 
loctetes of Sophocles, had certainly either more pa- 
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tience or mpre good sense (I will nol determine wbicb) 
t)ian my present countrvmen. 

If we raise our thougnts to a subject of more im« 
pprtance than writing, I mean dress; even in this 
sublime science, Simplicity should ever be regarded. 
It might be thought presumption in me to censure 
any part of Miss ****'s dress last night at Ranelagh; 
yet I could not help condemning that profusion of 
ornament, which violated and destroyed the unity 
and TO SXoy (a technical term borrowed from the toi- 
lette) of so accomplished a figure. 

To finish my panegyric on Simplicity in a manner 
that I know is agreea}>le to my fair readers, I n^^ijan 
with a stroke of morality, I would observe, that if 
this quality was venerated as it ought to be, it would at 
once banish from the earth all artifice and treachery, 
double-dealing and deceit- Let it therefore be esta- 
blished as a maxim, that Simplicity is of equal im* 
portance in Morals and in Taste. 



N» 27. THURSDAY, JULY 5, 1753, 



* To Mr, Fitjs-Adam. 
'SIR, 
*■ The forming separate societies in order to exercise 
the great duty of self-mortification, seems to me to 
be one of the most general and prevailing tendencies 
in human nature. For even in those countries,- where 
the freedom of the laws, or the ill execution of them, 
or the licentiousness of manners, has given a sort of 
public saxkctiop to a less severe discipline, in Eng- 
land itself, wbat numerous sectaries have subsbted 
upon this disposition of the human mind! 
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< It is upon thisjprinclple that the Tarious and op^ 
poeite tenets of different systems are built. Maho- 
met, Confucius, and other religious lawgivers ; the 
founders of larger societies, or smaller communities, 
have availed themselves of this bias in the mind of 
ms^n ; which, at one time or other, is sure to draw 
faim with more than ordinary force. 

* If ambition occupies, if love monopolizes^ if indo- 
lence stupi6es, if literature amuses, if pride expands, 
or humility condenses, the immortal spirit of man ; if 
revenge animates, if a softer sensation mollifies, if 
trifles annihilate, if domestic cares engage,- if dress 
and equipage possess, the divine mind of women ; 
these passions will, sooner or later, most certainly 
subside in both, and give place to that impulse, which 
begets various kinds of mortified communities in dif- 
ferent climes and countries. Hence such multitudes 
in a neighbouring country pass the last periods of 
theii lives in the monastic severities of the strictest 
devotion ; and hence it likewise is, that we see such 
numbers in oar own countrv expose themselves to 
midnight damps at Vauxhatl, and to be pressed to 
death by well-dressed mobs at routs. 

* Indeed, the more we consider the human species, 
from the rude savage up to the most polished cour- 
tier, the more we shall be persuaded of this genial 
tendency in our natures to acts of voluntary mortifi* 
cation. 

' But what puts this matter out of all doubt, is, the 
erection of three Monasteries, within many of our 
memories, in the most conspicuous parts of this 
great metropolis* 

* I hope your country Protestant readers will not 
be too much alarmed ; I can assure them that they 
pay no P^ter-pence. They are formed at present of 
societies composed entirely of males ; but we hope 
it will not be long before they eithei* open the- arms> 
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of their communities for the reception of females^ or 
that the ladies, excited by their example, and ani- 
mated by the same principles, will form seminaries 
/for their own sex, and that some departing matron 
may be prevailed upon to found a charity for this 
purpose. 

' For the furtherance of so desirable a community, 
it may not here be improper to offer a leg^l clause to 
be inserted in any last will or testament: viz. ** I, A. B. 
spinster or dowager, being tired of all men, and hav- 
ing no mortal to whom I have reason to wish well ; 
having settled a competent provision on my birds, 
dogs, and cats, do leave the sum of pounds, 

towards the erecting a building, and the establishing 
a society for the following purposes, &c. &c. &c." . 

* Now as soon as a sufficient number of holy sis-^ 
ters shall be collected^ 1 think they cannot do more 
wisely than to form their new seminary upon the 
model of one of those three great monasteries so 
lately founded ; nor would I advise them to vary 
much from those plans, as the difference of male 
and female will always be, to those who contem- 
plate things profoundly, a sufficient badge of distinc- 
tion. 

' For the direction therefore, of these future lady- 
abbesses, it will be necessary to give them some ac- 
count of the three monastic societies before-men- 
tioned ; which will appear to owe their rise entirely 
to that innate love of separate clan-ship and self mor- 
tification, which, according to my present maxim, is 
universally implanted in the human breast. 

' There are few women of fashion who have not 
heard of Harry the Eighth ; many of them are per- 
fectly well acquainted with that glorious fountain 
from which the reformation first sprung, which pro- 
duced the dissolution of papal monasteries ; till some 
years ago, a little round well* spoken man erected a 
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large monaitery near Covent-garden, where a bro- 
therhood was soon formed. Here he dealt out in- 
dnlgences of all sorts, and extreme (good internal) 
unctions. 

* But it happened, for divers reasons, that the 
aforesaid district was not thought so proper a situa- 
tion ; upon which a new convent was built, near the 
court-end of the town ; the monks removed to it, and 
from that day have taken upon themselves the name 

of WhITE-Fri AKS. 

^ The difficulty of being admitted into this pious 
seminary, and the necessary qualifications for that 
purpose, are sufficiently known. But how severe is 
their abstinence ! For whereas other devout orders 
in other countries do not scruple to indulge them- 
selves with the wholesome diet of plain fish, vege- 
tables, and oil, it is the established rule of this order, 
not to admit of any eatable but what simple nature 
abhors, and till the texture of its parts is so totally 
tratisubstantiated, that it cannot come under the de- 
nomination of fish, flesh, or good red herring. 

* To s^ch a degree likewise has their spirit of mor- 
tification carried them, that, being sensible that the 
most real indulgence, the most natural and homo- 
geneal beverage to the constitiition of man, is pure 
limpid element, they have therefore banished that 
delightful liquid from their meals, and freely ex- 
posed themselves even to the most excruciating tor- 
tures, by daily swallowing certain potions of various 
kinds, the ill effects of which to the human body are 
well known; and for their farther penance, they 
have adopted nauseous medicinal waters, for their 
miserable inky drink. 

* But it is in the dead time of the night, when the 
herd of ordinary mortsds repose from their labours, 
that these devotees perform their greatest acts of 
•df-severity ; for the conduct of which, they have 
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three or four established dtuals, cpmposed by the 
celebrated father Hoyle. 

' This famous seminary, like that of spme colleges, 
is divided into senior and junior fellows. The ju- 
niors, to a certain number at a time, not content 
with their ordinary acts of probation, exert a most 
extraordinary effort of devotion. 

' Imagming that the mortification of the body alone 
is not sufficient for the pious gratification of their 
exalted zeal, and considering how meritorious it 
would be to extend the same severity to the faculties 
of the mind, they have attained such a spiritual do- 
mination over the soul, as to be able to renounce all 
its most pleasing emotions, and to give it up with- 
out remorse, to be tortured by the most painful 
vicissitudes of Hope and Fear. Such is the wonder- 
ful effect of long habit, unwearied exercise, and ab- 
stracted vigils ! 

' fn order to facilitate this toilsome penance, and 
to enable themselves totally to subdue all ideas 
whatsoever, which have no connexion with those' 
two passions, they have contrived incessantly to toss 
about two cubical figures, which are so devised, as 
to fix the attention, by certain mystical characters, 
to one or other of the aforesaid passions ; and thus 
they will sit ^r many hours, with only the light of 
one large taper in the middle of the altar, in the 
most e^^quisite and convulsive agonies of the most 
truly mortified and religious penitents. In short, 
neither the Indian nor Chinese bonzes, nor the 
Italian or Spanish visionaries, in all their various 
distortions and penances, came up to these. And 
here by the way, I cannot but remark with pleasure, 
the great talents of my countrymen for carrying 
every thing they undertake to greater perfection than 
any other nation. 

* The second of these seminaries was founded upon 
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the model of the first, and consists of a number of 
Gray Faiars, remarkable for a rigorous abstinence, 
and indefatigable devotion. They just preserve their 
beings with a little chocolate or tea. They are de- 
dicated to the great St. George, and are distinguished 
by the composure of their countenances, and their 
extraordinary taciturnity. 

' The third order is tnat of St. James ; the mem- 
bers of which are known by the appellation of 
Scarlet Friars. It consists of a multitude of bro- 
thers, wlio are not near so strict as the two former 
orders; and is likely to become vastly numerous, 
under the auspices of its great patron, whose bulk 
is adorned by jollity and good-humour ; and who is 
moreover very strictly a good liver, 

' Now, Mr. Fitz-Adam, let me ask you whether 
these three laudable institutions are not plainly owing 
to that principle, which I have assigned in the be- 
ginning of my letter ? For what other motive could 
prompt men to forsake their own elegant houses, to 
sacrifice domestic and conjugal satisfactions, to neg- 
lect the endearing rites of hospitality, in order to 
cloister themselves among those, witii whom they 
can have no connexion, but upon the aforesaid prin- 
ciples ? • - 

' But since such is the general bent of the human 
mind, it is become a fit subject for the world to con- 
sider by what methods these seminaries may be so 
multiplied, as to comprehend all ranks and orders of 
men and women. And if fifty new churches were 
thought few enough to keep pace with the zeal of 
good Queen Anne's days, I believe, Mr. Fitz-Adam, 
you will not think five hundred large mansions of the 
kind I am speaking of, will be too many for the pre- 
sent. I am, yours, &c. J. T/ 
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Paaci dignoscere possoot 



Vera bona, atque illis muUum diversa. — Juv. 

It 18 a common observation, that thoagh happiness 
is every man's aim, and though it is generally p^r- 
-sued by a gratification of the predominant passion> 
yet few have ftcuteness enough to discover the points 
which would effectually procure the long-sought end* 
One cannot but wonder that such intense application 
as most of us bestow on the cultivation of our favou- 
rite desires, diould yet leave us ignorant of the most 
essential objects of our study. For my part, I was 
«o early convinced of the truth of this Gbservation,^ 
that instead of searching for what would contribute 
most to my own haj^ness, I have spent great pait 
of my life in the study of what may extend the en- 
joyment of othens. This knowledge I flatter myself 
I have discovered, and shall now disclose to the world* 
I beg to be attended to : I beg mankind will believe 
that I know better than any of them what will ascer- 
tain the felicity of their lives. I am not going" to 
impart so great (though so often revealod) a secret, 
as that it is religion or virtue ; few would believe me, 
fewer would try the recipe. In spite of the philoso- 
phy of the age, in spite of the gravity of my charac- 
ter, and of the decency which I hope I have hitherto 
most sanctimoniously observed, I must avow my per- 
suasuon, that the sensual pleasure of love is the 
great cordial of life, and the only specific for remov- 
ing the anxieties of our own passions, or for support- 
ing the injuries and iniquities which we suffer from 
those of other men. 
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' Well ! (shall I be told) and is this your admira- 
ble discovery ? Is this the arcanum that has escaped 
the penetration of all inquirers in all ages ? What 
other doctrine has been taught by the most sensible 
philosophers ? Was not this the text of the sermons 
of Epicurus ? Was not this the theory, and practice 
too, of the experienced Alcibiades ? What other were 
the tenets of the sage Lord Rochester, or of the mis- 
sionary iSfli»^-Evremont?' it is very true ; and a thou- 
sand other founders of sects, nay of religious orders, 
have taught — or at least practised, the same doc- 
trines. But I pretend to introduce such refinements 
into the system of sensuality, as shall vindicate the 
discovery to myself, and throw at a distance the mi- 
nute philosophers, who (if they were my forerunners) 
only served to lead the world astray. 

Hear then in one word the mysterious precept 1 
*' Young women are not the proper objects of sensual 
love : it is the matron^^Xh^ hoary fair^ who can give, 
communicate, ensure happiness.' I might enumerate 
a thousand reasons to enforce my doctrine ; as the 
fickleuess of youth, the caprices of beauty and its 
ti-ansient state, the jealousy from rivals, the distrac- 
tion from having children, the important avocations 
of dress, and the infinite occupations of a pretty wo- 
man, which endanger or divide her sentiments from 
being always fixed on the faithful lover ; and none 
of which combat the affections of the grateful, ten- 
der, attentive matron. But as one example is worth 
a thousand reasons, I shall recommend my plan by 
pointing out the extreme happiness which nas at- 
tended such discreet heroes as are commemorated 
in the annals of love for having offered up their 
hearts at ancient shrines ; and I shall clearly de- 
monstrate by precedents that several ladies in the 
bloom^ of their wrinkles have inspired more lasting 
and more fervent passions, than the greatest beau- 
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ties who had scarce lost sight of their teens. The 
fair young creatures of the present hour will forgive 
a preference which is the result of deep meditation, 
great reading, and strict impartiality, when they re- 
flect, that they can scarce contrive to be young ahove 
a dozen years, and may be old for fifty or sixty ; 
and they may believe me, that after forty they will 
value one lover more than they do twenty now ; a 
sensation of happiness, which tney will find increase 
as they advance in years. I cannot but observe with 
pleasure, that the legislature itself seems to coincide 
with my way of thinking, and has very prudently 
enacted, that young ladies shall not enter so early 
into the bonds of love, when they are incapable of 
reflection, and of all the serious duties which belong 
to a union of hearts. A sentiment which indeed our 
laws seem always to have had in view ; for unless 
there was implanted in our natures a strong tempta- 
tion towards the love of elderly women, why should 
the very first prohibition in the table of consanguinity 
forbid a man to marry his grandmother ? 

The first heroine we read of, whose charms were 
proof against the injuries of time, was the accom- 
plished Sarah : I think the most moderate compu- 
tations make her to be ninety, when that wanton 
monarch Abimelech would have undermined her vir- 
tue. But as doubtless the observance of that virtue 
had been the great foundation of the continuance of 
her beauty, and as the rigidness of it rather exempts- 
her from, than exposes her as an object o^, my doc- 
trine, I shall say no more of that lady. 

Helen, the beautiful Helen, if there is any trust- 
ing to classic parish registers, was fourscore when 
Paris stole her; and though the war lasted ten years 
after that on her account. Monsieur Homer, who 
wrote their romance, does not give any hint of the 
gallant young prince having shewed the least* decay 
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of passion of symptom of inconstancy; a fidelity, 
which in all probability was at least as much owing 
to the experience of tne dame, and to her knowledge 
in the refinements of pleasure, as to her bright eyes, 
unfaded complexion, or the everlasting Hlieii and 
roses of her cheeks. 

I am not clear that length of years, especially in 
heroic minds, does not increase rather than abate the 
sentimental flame. The great Elizabeth, whose pas- 
sion for the unfortunate Earl of Essex is justly a fa- 
Tourite topic with all who delight in romantic history, 
was full sixty-eight when she condemned her lover 
to death for slitting her endearments. And if 1 
might instance in our own sex, the charming, the 
meritorious Antony, was not far from seventy before 
he had so much taste as to sacrifice the meaner pas- 
sion of ambition, nay, the world itself, to love. 

But it is in France, that kingdom so exquisitely 
judicious in the affairs of love, from whence we may 
copy the arts of happiness, as well as their other 
discoveries in pleasure. The monarchs of that na- 
tion have more than once taught the world by their 
example, that a fine woman, Uiough past her grand 
climacteric, may be but just touching the meridian 
of her charms. Henry the Second and Louis the 
Fourteenth will be for ever memorable for the pas- 
sions they so long felt for the Duchess of Valentinois, 
and Madame die Maintenon. The former, in the heat 
of youth and prospect of empire, became a slave to 
the respectable attractions of Diana de Poitiers, many 
years .after his injudicious father had quitted the 
possession of her on the silly apprehension that she 
was growing old : and to the last moment of his life 
and reign, Henry was a constant, jealous adorer of 
lier still ripening charms. When the age was over- 
run with astrology, superstition, bigotry, and notions 
of neqromancy. King Henry still idolized a woman. 
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who had not only married her grand-daughter, then 
a celebrated beauty, but who, if any other prince 
had reigned, was ancient enough to have come 
within the description of sorcery : so little do the 
vulgar distinguish between the ideas of an old witch 
and a fine woman. The passion of the other monarch 
was no less remarkable, lliat hero, who had gained 
so many battles by proxy, had presided in person at 
so many tournaments, had raised such waterworks, 
and shed such streams of heretic blood ; and, which 
was still more glorious, had enjoyed so many of 
the finest women in Europe ; was at last captivated 
by an old govemante, and sighed away whole years 
at the feet of his venerable mistress, as she worked 
at her tent with spectacles. If J^uis le Ghrand was 
not a judge of pleasure, who can pretend to be ? If 
he was, in favour of what age did he give the golden 
apple ? 

I shall close my catalogue of ancient mistresses 
with the renowned Ninon TEnclos, a lady whose 
life alone is sufficient to inculcate my doctrine in its 
utmost force. I shall say nothing of her numerous 
conquests for the first half of her life : she had wit, 
youth, and beauty, three ingredients which will al- 
ways attract silly admirers. It was not till the fifty- 
sixth year that her superior merit distinguished it- 
self; and from that to her ninetieth, she went on 
improving in the real arts and charms of love. How 
unfortunate am I, that she did not live a few years 
longer, that I might have had the opportunity of 
wearing her chains ! It was in her fifty-sixth year 
that the Chevalier de Villiers, a natural son whom 
she had had by the Comte de Gerze, arrived at Paris 
from the provinces, where he had been educated 
without any knowledge of his real parents. He saw 
his mother ; he fell in love with her. The increase, 
the vehemence of his passion gave the greatest dis- 
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quiets to the affectionate matroiv^ At last, when no- 
thing but a discovery of the trtfth could put a stop, 
as she thought, t6 the impetuosity of his attempts, 
she carried him into her bed-chamber. Here my 
readers will easily conceive the transports of a young 
lover, just on the brink of happiness with a charm- 
ing mistress near threescore ! As the adventurous 
youth would have pushed his enterprises, she 
checked him, and pointing to a clock, said, ^' Rash 
boy, look there ! at that hour two-and-twenty years 
ago, I was delivered of you in this very bed !" It is 
a certain fact, that the unfortunate abashed young 
man flew into thre garden and fell upon his sword. 
This catastrophe had like to have deprived the age 
of the most accomplished mistress that ever adorned 
the Cytherean annals. It was above twenty years 
before the afflicted mother would listen to any ad- 
dresses of a tender nature. At length, the polite 
Abb6 de Gedoyn pressed and obtained an assi^a* 
tion. He came, and found the encha.nting Nmon 
lying on a couch, like the grandmother of the loves, 
in the most gallant dishabille; and what was still 
more delightful, disposed to indulge his utmost 
wishes. After the most charming endearments, he 
asked her, but with the greatest respect, why she 
had so long deferred the completion of his happi- 
ness ? * Why,' replied she, * I must confess it pro- 
ceeded from a remain of vanity : I did pique myself 
upon having a. lover at past fourscore, and it waa 
but yesterday that I was eighty complete/ 
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'To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

* I TB0UBi«£i) you some time ago with an accoiuit of 
my distress, ansing from the fems^e.part of my fa* 
mily* I told you that by an unfortunate trip to Pari^^ 
my wife and daughter had run stark French.; and I 
wish I could tdl you now that they were, perfeetly 
recovered ; but all I can say is> that the viokace of 
the symptoms seems to abate, in proportion as the 
clothes that inflamed them wear out. 

^ My present misfortune flows from a direct con* 
trary cause, and aflects me much more deosiUy.-^ 
The little whims, affectations, and delicacies of ladies 
may be both ridiculous, and disagreeable, especially 
to those who are obUged to be at once the witnesset 
and the martyrs of them ; but they are not evik to 
be compared with the obstinate wrong-headedne$s, 
the idle and illiberal turn of an only son ; which is 
unfortunately my case. 

^ I acquainteayou, that in the education of my 
son I had confcMrmed to the common custom of this 
country (perhaps I conformed to it too much and too 
soon) ; and that I carried him to Paris, from whenee» 
after six months' stay, he was to go on upon hia 
travels, and take the usual tour of Italy and Ger- 
many. I thought it very necessary for a young man 
(though not for a young lady) to be well acquainted 
with the languages, the manners, the characters, 
and the constitutions, of other countries ; the want 
of which I experienced and lamented in myself. In 
order to enable him to keep good company, I allovFedi 
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luni more thaa 1 i:ould comrenieiitly afford ; and 
I trusted faim to the care of a Swiss governor, a 
gentleman of some learning, good sense, good-na- 
tare, and good manners. But how cruelly I am dis- 
appointed in all these hopes, what follows will in- 
form you. 

' During his stay at Paris, he only frequented the 
worst English company there, with whom he was 
unhappily engaged in two or three scmpes, which 
die credit and good-nature of the English ambas- 
sador helped him out of. He hired a low Irish wencb^ 
whom he drove about in a hired chaise, to the great 
honour of himself, his family, and his country. He 
did not learn one word of French, and never spoke 
to Frenchman or Frenchwoman, esccepting some 
Yulgar and injurious epithets, which he bestowed 
tipon (bem in very plain English. His governor 
rery honestly informed me of this conduct, which he 
tried in vain to reform, and advised their removal to 
Italy, which accordingly I immediately ordered. His 
behaviour there will appear in the truest light to 
you, by his own and his governor's last letters to 
me, of whidi I here give you faithful copies. 

" SIR, Borneo fifty the Sd, 175S. 

^* In the six weeks that I passed at Florence, and 
the week I stayed at Genoa, I never had time to 
-Write to you, being wholly taken up vrith seeing 
things, of which the most remarkable is the steeple 
of Pisa : it is the oddest thing I ever saw in my life : 
it stands all awry ; I wonder it does not tumble down. 
I met with a great many of my countrymen, and we 
live together very sociably. I have been here now 
« mon&, and will give you an account of my way of 
Itfe. Here are a great many very agreeable English 
gtottemeia : we are about nine or ten as smart Bttcks 
as any in England. We constantly breakfast toge- 
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ther, and then eidier go and 8e6 ngiits, or drire 
about die outlets of Rome in chaises ; but the horses 
are very bad, and the chaises do not follow well. We 
meet before dinner at the English coffee-house^ 
where there is a very good billiard-table,, and very 
good company. From thence we go and dine toge- 
Sier by turns at each other's lodgings. Then ajfiter a 
cheerful glass of claret (for we have made a shift to 
get some here) we go to the coffee-house again: 
from thence -to supper, and so to bed. I do not be- 
lieve that these Romans are a bit like the old Ro- 
msms : they are a parcel of thin-gutted, snivelling, 
cringing dogs ; and I verily believe that our set could 
thrash forty of them. We never go among them; 
it would not be worth while ; besides, we none of 
us speak Italian, and notie of those Signiora speak 
English ; which shews what sort of f^lows they 
are. We saw the Pope go by t'other daly in a procesr 
sion ; but we resolved to assert the honour of Old 
JSngland; so we neither boteed nor pulled off our 
hats to the old rogue. Provisions and liquor are but 
bad here ; and to say the truth, I have not had one 
thorough good meaFs meat since I left England. No 
longer ago than last Sunday we wanted to have a 
good plumb-pudding ; but we found the materials 
difficult to provide, and were obliged to get an Bng- 
lish footman to make it. Pray, Sir, let me come 
home, for I cannot find that one is a jot the bett^ 
for seeing all these outlandish places and people. 
But if you will not let me come back, for God's 
sake. Sir, take away the impertinent Mounseer you 
sent with me. He is a considerable expense to you, 
and of no manner of service to me. All the Eng- 
lish here laugh at him, he is such a prig. He thinks 
himself a fine gentleman, and is always. pls^uing me 
to go into foreign companies, to learn ^reigr lan- 
guages/ and to get foreign manners; as if i ^ere 
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not fjo Uv« ftod die in Okl England, and aa if good 
Bof^Ui acquaintance would be mach more useful 
to fne than outlandifidi ones. Dear Sir, grant me this 
request, and you shall ever find me 

Your most dutiful son, O. D." 

* The following is a very honest and sensible let- 
ter, which I received at the same time from my sou's 
governor, 

SIR, Eome, Mfty the 3d, 175S^ 

I think raysdf obliged in conscience to inform 
you, that die money you are pleased to allow me for 
my attendance upon your son is absolutely &rown 
away ; since I find by melancholy experience, that 
I can be of no manner of use to him. I hare tried 
all possible methods to prevail with him to answer, 
in some degree at least, your good intentions In 
sending him abroad ; ^ut all in vain ; and in return 
for my endeavours I am either laughed at or insulted; 
Sometimes I am called a beggarly French dog, and 
bid to go back to my own country and eat my frogs; 
and sometimes I am Mounseer Ragout, and told that 
I think inyself a very fine gentleman. I daily repre- 
sent to him, that by sending him abroad you meant 
that he should learn the languages, the manners, and 
characters, of different countries, and that he should 
add to^he >cla68ical education which you have given 
him at home, a knowledge of the world, and the 
genteel easy manners of a man of fashion, which can 
only be acquired by frequenting the best compailies 
abroad^ To which he only answers me with a sneer 
of contempt, and says So be-like-i/ey ha! I would 
have connived at the common vices of youth, if they 
had been attended with the least degree of decency 
Or refinement ; but I must not conceal from you that 
youF. son's are of the lowest and most degrading 
kind, and avowed in the most public and indecent 

p3 
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manner* I have never been able to persuade him tof 
deliver the letters of recommendation which you pro* 
cured him ; he says he does not desire to keep s«eh 
company. I advised him to take an Italian master, 
which he flatly refused, saymg that he should have 
time enough to learn Italian when he went back to 
England. But he has taken, of himself, a music 
master to teach him to play upon the German flute, 
upon which he throws away two or three hours every 
day. We spend a great deal of money, without do- 
ing you or ourselves any honour by it ; though 
your son, like the generality of his countrymen, 
values himself upon his expense, and looks upon 
all foreigners, who are not able to make so con- 
siderable a one, as a parcel of beggars and scoun- 
drels; speaks q/*them, and if he spoke to them^ 
would treat them as such. 

'^ If I might presumeTto advise you. Sir, it should 
be to order us home forthwith. I can assure you 
that your son's morals and manners will be in much 
less danger under your own inspection at home, 
than they can be^nder mine abroad; and I defy, 
hitn to keep worse English company in England 
than he now keeps here. But whatever you may 
think fit to determine concerning him, I must hum- 
bly insist upon my own dismission, and upon leave 
to assure you in person of the respect with which I 
have the honour to be. Sir, your, &c*" 

^ I have complied with my son's requiest, in conse- 
quence of his governor's advice ; and have ordered 
him to come home immediately. But what shall 
I .do with him here, where he is but too likely to be 
encouraged and countenanced in these ilUberal and 
ungentleman-like manners ? My case is surely most 
singularly unfortunate ; to be plagued on one side 
by the polite and elegant foreign follies of ray wife 
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and daughter, and on the other by the unconforming 
obstinacy, the low vulgar excesses, and the porter, 
like manners, of my son. 

^ Perhaps my misfortune may suggest to you some 
thoughts upon the methods of education in general, 
which, conveyed to the public through your paper, 
may prove of public use. It is in that view singly 
that you have had this second trouble from, Sir, 
Your most humble servant and constant reader, 

R. D.' 

I allow the case of my worthy correspondent to 
be compassionate, but I cannot possibly allow it to 
be singular. The public places daily prove the 
contrary too plainly. I confess I oftener pity than 
blame the errors of youth, when I reflect upon the 
fundamental errors generally coinmitted by their 
parents in their education. Many totally neglect, 
and many mistake it. The ancients began the edu- 
cation or their children by forming their hearts and 
their manners. They taught them the duty of men 
and of citizens ; we teach them the languages of the 
ancients, and leave their morals and manners to 
shift for themselves. 

As for the modem species of human Bucks^ I im- 
pute their brutality to the negligence or the fond^ 
ness of their parents. It is observed in parks, 
among their betters, the real Bucks, that the most 
troublesome and mischievous are those who were 
br^d up tame, fondled and, fed out of the hand, 
when fawns. They abuse, when grown up, the in- 
dulgence they met with in their youth ; and their 
i^amiliarity grows troublesome and dangerous with 
their horns. 
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I AM indebted for my paper of to-day to the scnt- 
,puloas piety of 'one of my fair correspondents, and 
to the undeserved, thoagh not uncommon j distresses 
of another. My readers will, I hope, forgive me the 
vanity of publishing the compliments pcdd me in 
these letters, when I assure them that I had rather 
what I write should have the approbation of a sen:- 
sible woman, than that of the gravest and most 
learned philosopher in England. 

* To Mr. Pitz-Ai>am. 
'SIR, 

' The candour which chines so conspicoomly iti 
your writings, the deference you express towards 
the literary productions of women, and the genteel 
turn you give to every stroke of satire on ourfoiMes, 
have encouraged me to offer a few female thoughts 
on the arbitrary power of fashion ; or, as it is more 
properly and politely rendered, Taste. 

* I am not learned enough to define the meaning 
of the word, much less am I able to tell you all the 
different ideas it conveys; but according to its conr- 
mon acceptation, I find that it is applicable to every 
affectation of singularity, whether in dress, in build- 
ing, in furniture, or in diversions ; and the farther 
we stray from decency or propriety in this singula- 
rity, the nearer we approach to Taste. 

^ The prevalence of the Chinese taste has been 
very humorously attacked in x>ne of your papers ; 
and the greater prevalence of the Indian taste, 
among us women, I mean the taste of going unco- 
veredy has been as happily treated in another. But 
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there is a taste at present totsdly different from this 
last, the impropriety of which can hardly, I thihk, 
have escaped your observation, though it has your 
censure. It is the taste of attending divine service, 
and of performing the most sacred duties of our 
religion, with a hat on. However trifling this may 
be' deemed in itself, I cannot but consider it in a 
serious light ; and have always, for my own part, 
refused complying with a fashion, which seems to 
declare in the observers of it, a want of that awful 
respect which is due to the Creator from his creatures. 

* If temporal monarchs are to be served with an 
uncovered head, I mean, if the cere\nony of unco- 
vering the head be considered and expected by the 
higher powers as a mark of reverence and humility; 
surely reason will suggest that the Supreme overall 
should be approached and supplicated with at least 
equal veneration ; yet, strange as it may appear to 
tl^ more thinking part of our sex, this uncouth taste 
of being hatted prev&ils in almost all the churches in 
town and country ; matrons of sixty adopting the 
thoughtless whim of girls In their teens, and each 
endeavouring to countenance the other in this idle 
transgression agajnst the laws of decency and de- 
corum. 

* Favour me, Sir, either by inserting this short 
letter, or by giving some candid admonitions on 
the subject after your own manner, I am acquaint- 
ed with many of your female readers, and am as- 
sured that your frequent remarks upon their most 
fashionable folUes will have a proper effect. Re- 
proofs are never so efficacious as when they are 
tempered with good-humour; a quality which is 
always to be found in the lucubrations of Mr. Fitz- 
Adam; among whose admirers I beg to be niim^ 
bered, and wpa. Sir, your humble servant, 

Clarissa** 
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* To Mr. Fits-Adam. 

< To whom. Sir, should the injured fly for redraMy 
but to him who has made the World hk pro¥iiioe ? 
You will not, I am sure, be offended at my taking 
this liberty : the Spectator was not above receiving 
and publishing the epistles of the female sex ; nor 
will you, Mr. Fitz-Adam, who are writing in the 
cause of virtue, disdain the correspondence of an 
innocent young creature, who sues to you for conso- 
lation in her affliction, and for one who has broke 
through all rules of honour and morality. I will 
make no farther preface but proceed. 

* My name and circumstai&ces I need not aoquah^ 
you with ; let it suffice that I am the daughter (^ a 
gentlenuuD, and that my education, has been suitable 
to my birdi. It was ray misfortune to he left til 
fifteen without a father ; but it was with a mol^er, 
who in my earliest infancy had sown the seeds of re- 
ligion and virtue in my heart ; and I think I may 
without arrogance assure you, that they have not 
been thrown away upon unprofitable ground. After 
this greatest of losses we retired to a country village, 
some few miles from town^ and there it was. Sir, 
that I first knew to be wretched. 

^ We were visited in this Ullage by a young gen- 
tleman, who, as he grew intimate in the family, was 
pleased to flatter me with an aflSsction, which at firat 
1 did not imagine to be real — I ought to have told 
you that his fortune was independent, and himself 
neither fool nor coxcomb • Young as I was, some 
little share of experience told me, diat gentlemen at 
bis age imagine it a most material branch of poUie- 
ness to pretend love to every pretty woman they ftU 
in company with : but indeed Mr. Fitz-Adam, I had 
a heart that was not to be caught by comj^imeiits. 
I examined hiy behaviour with the strictest attention; 
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not agrain of partiality or self-love, at laast I ima* 
gined ua, clouded my jadgmeUt ; tke flights of 
poetry and passion, so common in otKers, gave place 
mlnm to modesty and respect; bis words, hislooks, 
were subservient to mine, and every part of his con* 
duct seemed to speak the siiic^ity of his love. The 
^>probation of friends was not wanting; and- every 
One expected- that a very little time would unite us 
to each other. 

t-For my own part, I built all my hopes of happi- 
ness upon this union; and I flattered myself, that 
by an ob^ient and affi^tionate behaviour I might 
make the mef of him I sincerely and vktuOusly loved 
aa happy as my own. But it was not to be ! Some 
emnmon oeeurrence occasioned bur separation ; he 
paitedj seemingly, wi& the greatest regret; asked 
and obtained permission to write ; but some months 
elapsed without my seeing or hearing from him. 
ESimry excuse that partiality could suggest, I framed 
in his favour; but I had soon more convincing proo& 
of his neglect of me than either his absence or his 
Silence* On his return, instead of apologizing for 
his behaviour, instead of accounting for his remiss- 
ness, or of renewing the subject of all duv conversa- 
tions, he appeared gloomy and reserved; or,.when« 
ever he inchned to talk, it was in. the praises of some 
dbeent beauty, or in ridicule of miamage, which he 
assured me it should be many, many years before 
any one should prevail with him to think of seriously. 
With many such expressions, and a few careless 
visits, during a short stay in the country, he took his 
leave with ^ formality of a stranger, and I have 
nsfvenseen him since* Thus, Sir, d^ he cancel' an 
aeipiasataneeof two years' standing; die greatest part 
of which time he had employed in the most eaimst 
endeavtmrs to conviaee'me that he loved me. 
' *M I QQiaMI accuse myself of any act of levity or 
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imprudence in mv behaviour to this gentleman; the 
consciousness of such behaviour would have pre« 
vented me from' complaining; but I appeal to his own 
heart, as well as to all that know me (and he and 
others who read this letter, will know from whom it 
comes) in vindication of my conduct. 

* Yet why should I flatter myself that you will 
take any notice of what I write f This injustice I 
complain of is no new one ; it has been felt by thou- 
sands ; or, if it had not, I have no invention to give 
entertainment to my story or, perhaps, to make it 
interesting to any but my own family, or a few fe- 
male friends who Ipve me. They will thank you for 
it, and be obliged: and to make it useful to your 
readers, tell them in yoar own words and manner 
(for I have no one to correct what I write), that the 
cruelest action a man can be guilty of, is the rob- 
bing a young woman of her affections, with no other 
design than to abandon her. Tell them. Sir, that 
though the laws take no cognizance of the fraud, the 
barbarity of it is not lessened : for where the proofs 
of an injury are such as the law cannot possiUy as- 
certain, or perhaps might overlook if it could, we 
claim from honour and humanity protection and 
regard. 

*' How hatefal, Mr. Fitz- Adam, among my own 
sex, is the character of a jilt ! Yet men feel not the 
pangs of disappointed love as we do. From supe- 
riority of reason they can resent the injury, or from 
variety of employments can forget the trifler who 
inflicted it. But with us it is quite otherwise ; we 
have no occupations to call off our attention from 
disappointment, and no lasting resentment in our 
natures (I speak from experience) against him who 
has betrayed us. 

' Let me add a word nckore, smd I will have done. 
If every gentleman of real accomplishments, who has 
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no serious design upon the heart of a woman would 
avoid being particular either in conversation or in 
the civil offices of good-breeding, he would prevent 
many a silent pang and smothered sigh. It is, I am 
sure, from a contrary behaviour, that many a worthy 
young creature is hurried to her grave, by a disease 
not mentioned in the weekly bills, a broken heart 
I am, with great sincerity, Sir, 

Your admirer and constant reader, W. S.' 

I cannot dismiss this amiable young lady's letter, 
without observing, that the injustice it complains of 
will admit of the highest aggravation, if we consider 
that it is not in human prudence to guard against it. 
|n cases of seduction, the frail one listens to her 
passions, and not her reason ; and a woman is made 
miserable for ever, by listening to an offer of being 
virtuously happy. 
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Fallit te incauturo pietas tua Viro. 

* To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
• SIR, 
* You will be told at the close of this letter the rea- 
son why you are troubled with it. I am a clergy- 
man ; and one, I hope, who has hitherto, as near as 
the imperfections of his nature would admit, per- 
formed the duties of his function. I hope also that 
I shall give no offence by saying, that I have been 
more assiduous in teaching the moral duties of 
Christianity, than in explaining its mysteries,.or in 
gaining the assent of men's tongues to what their 

XXVI. Q 
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■iindt*o«i here iio conceptioii of. The great dntj 
of benevolence, as it was always my second care to 
inculcate, so it was my second deugfat to practise. 
But I am constrained by a fatal succession of expe- 
rience to declare, that £ hare been uBhappy in the 
same proportion that I have been benevolent; and 
have debased myself, as often as I have endeavoured 
to raise the dignity of human nature. 

*.In tiie year one thousand seven hundred and 
thirty-eight, when I was curate of a parish in York, 
the following article appeared in ail the London 
newsfMipers. 

'' Yoric, March 25th. This day Wiltiam Wyatt 
and John Simpson were executed here for house- 
breaking. They behaved in a very penitent manner, 
but made no confession. At the tree the hangman 
was intoxicated widi liquor; and supposing there 
were three ordered for execution, was gmng to put 
one of the ropes about the parson's neck as he stood 
in the cart, and was with much difficulty prevented 
by the jailer from so doing." 

' This parson. Sir, was myself; and indeed every 
part of the article was literally true, except that the 
jailer was equally intoxicated with the hangman, and 
that it was not till after the rope was forced about 
my neck, and the cart just going off, that the sheriff's 
officers interfered, and rectified the mistake. 

* Thus was 1 in danger of an ignominious death 
by performing the duties of my office, and^ from a 
tendev regard to the souls of these poor wretchetf, 
watching their last moments* in order to soften theif 
hearts, and bring them to a confession of the crime 
for whteh they were to suffer. But the indigmty 
tiifered to me at the gailows was not all; ' There tse 
in York, Mr. Fitz-Adam, as well as m London, soof<^ 
fers at the dergy ; and I assure you, upon' the ve- 
raeily of my functiom, tha« I hardfy ever wtdked tho 
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•treeU of that city^afterwardy withoat being saluted 
by tke name of the haif '•hanged parson. 

* Time had scarcely taken off the edge of this ridi* 
cule, when a worse accident befel me. It was my 
misfortune to send an advertisement to the Daily 
Advertiser, setting forth, ** That if a certain young 
woman" (who happened, tiiough I knew it not, to be 
the most noted harlot upon the town, and who then 
kept a coffee-house in Covent-garden) *^ would apply 
to the Reverend Mr. W. B/' (which was myself, atid 
my name printed at full length) ^' at the Blue*Boar 
inn, Hoibom, she would hear of something greatly 
to her advantage.'' 

' The occasion of this advertisement was literally 
thus. The young woman in question had formerly 
been a servant at York, and had been basely and 
wickedly seduced by her master ; who dying a few 
years after, and feeung the utmost remorse for so 
mjurious an act, was willing to make this unhappy 
ereature all the atonement in his power, by putting 
privately into my hands a hcindred pounds to be 
paid her at his decease i and as he supposed her to 
be in some obscure service iii London, he conjured 
me in the most solemn manner to find her out, and 
to deliver the money into her own bands. 

^ It was to acquit myself of this trust that I came 
up to town, and put the above-mentioned advertise- 
ment into the Daily Advertiser. The young woman, 
in consequence of it, came the same day to my inn> 
and having convinced me that she was uie real per- 
son (though I wondered to see her so fine a lady), 
and having received the donation with great modesty 
and thankfulness, very obligingly invited me to a 
residence at her house during my stay in London. 
I made her my acknowledgments, and the more 
veadUy engjiraceid the proposal^ as she added that 
the hcxuBe was large, and that the young ladies^ h^ 

q2 



17* _ WORLD. W*31. 

lodgers (for she let lodgings, «he said, to young 
ladies) were particularly pleased with the conversa- 
tion of the clergy. 

* I dined with her that day, and continued till 
evening in the house, without the least suspicion of 
the occupation of its inhabitants ; though I could not 
help observing that they treated me with extraordt* 
nary freedom ; that their bosoms were uncovered ; 
and that they were not quite so scrupulous upon 
certain occasions as our. Yorkshire young women ; 
but as I had never been in town before, and had 
heard great talk of the freedom of London ladies, I 
concluded it was the fashionable behaviour ; which 
though I did not extremely like, I forbore,, through 
good manners, to find fault with. At about seven in 
uie evening, as I was drinking tea with two of the 
ladies, I was broke in upon by some young gentle- 
men, one of whom happened to be the son of a near 
neighbour of mine at York, who the. moment he saw 
me, swore a great oath, ^' That I was the honestest 
parson in England ; for that the boldest wencher of 
them all would scruple to be sitting in a public room 
at a bawdy-house with a brace of whores, without 
looking the door.'' 

* A loud laugh, in which all the company joined, 
prevented my reproving this young gentleman, as I 
thought he deserved ; but the language and beha- 
viour of the ladies to these gentlemen, and their 
coarse and indecent jests bo& upon me and my 
cloth, opened my eyes to see where and with whom 
I was. I ran down staira with the utmost precipi- 
tation, and early the next morning took horse for 
Yoik ; where, by the assiduity of the above-men- 
tioned young gentlemen, my story arrived before me, 
and I was ridiculed by half my acquaintance for put- 
ting myself to the trouble and expense of a journey 
to tQwn for a brace of wenches, when I must un- 
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dtfUbtedfy have known that a score of them at York 
would gladly have obliged me for hidf the money. 

' It was in rain for me to assert my innocence, by 
telling the whole story; I was a second time made 
ridiculous^ and my function rendered useless in the 
placb where I livedo by the punctual performance of 
my duty, in religiously observing the last request of 
a dying friend. 

' I quitted York soon after this last disgrace, and 
got recommended, though widi some difficulty, to a 
curacy in- Lincolnshire. Here i lived happily for a 
considerable time, and became the favourite com- 
panion of the squire of the parish. He was a keen 
sportsman, hearty in his friendships, bitter in his 
resentments, and implacable to poachers. It so 
happened, that from about the time of my coming 
to tne parish, this gentleman's park and die country 
about it were so shamefully robbed of hares, that 
every body was exclaiming against the thief. , For 
my own part, as I thought it my duty to detect kna<% 
very of every kind, and was fond of all occasions of 
testifykig my gratitude to my patron, I walked oat 
early and late to discover this midnight robber. At 
last I succeeded in my search, and caught him in 
the very act of laying his snares ; and who should 
he be, but the gamekeeper of my benefactor ! This 
impudent fellow, who saw himself detected, had the 
address to cry out thief first ; and seizing me by the 
collar, late as it was, dragged me to his master's 
house. I was really so astonbhed at his consum- 
mate assurance, that I heard myself accused withont 
the power of speaking ; aad as a farther proof of my 
guilt, there was found, upon searching me, a great 
quantity of wire and other things, the use of yttadi 
WHS sufficiently obvious, and which my wicked ac- 
cuse had artfoUy conveyed into my pocket, as he 
leading md to my judge. 

Q 3 
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' To be as little prolix as I can^ I was imprisoned^ 
tried, and convicted of the fact ; and after having 
suffered the utmost rigour of the law, was obliged 
at last to take shelter in town, to avoid the thousand 
indignities that were offered me in the country. 

^ To particularize every misfortune that has hap- 
pened to me in London, would be to exceed the 
bounds of your paper. I shall only inform you of 
the occurrences of last night. 

' It was past twelve when I was^ returning to my 
lodgings from visiting a sick friend. As I passed 
along the Strand I heard at a little distance from me 
the sound of blows, and the screams of a woman. 
I quickened my pace, and immediately perceived a 
very pretty young creature upon her knees, entreat- 
ing a soldier for mercy, who, by the fury in his looks, 
and his uplifted cudgel, seemed determined to shew 
none. Common humanity, as well as a sense of my 
duty, impelled me to stop and msdce my remon- 
strance to this barbarous man. The' effects of these 
remonstrances were, that I soon after found myself 
upon the ground, awaked as it were from a trance, 
with my head broken, my body bruised, my pockets 
rifled^ and the soldier and his lady no where to be 
found. 

* Alas 1 Mr. Fitz-Adam, if this had been the only 
misfortune of the night, £ had gone home contented; 
but 1 had a severer one to undergo. I was comfort- 
ing myself as I walked along, that I had acted the 
part of a Christian in regard to these wretches; 
when a loud cry of thieves and murder, and imme- 
diately after it the sight of a gentleman struggling^ 
with two ill-looking fellows, again alarmed me. AH 
bruised and bloody as I was, I flew without hesita- 
tion to his assistance ; and being of an athletic make 
and constitution, in a very few minutes delivered 
him from their clutches ■, who, as soon as he saw 
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himself at liberty, made the most natural use of it, 
by running away. I was now left to the mercy of 
two street-robbers, as I thought them, bothof whom 
had so securely fastened upon me as to prevent my 
escape. But while I was beginning to tell them that 
I had been already robbed, to my utter confusion 
they discovered to me that they were bailiffs ; that 
they had arrested the person whom I rescued foi 
thirty pounds ; and that I must give security for the 
debt, or 'go instantly to prison. 
^ ' To come to the close of my unhappy narration, 
they carried me to one of their houses ; from whence 
I' sent to the landlord where I lodged, who havings 
something more than thirty pounds of mine in his 
hands (all that I am worth m the world !) was kind 
enough to bail me. From a principle of conscience 
(knowing that I had really made myself the debtor), 
I would have paid the money immediately, if it had 
not' occurred to me that the gentleman whom I de* 
livered would, upon reading these particulars in the 
Worldj be honourable enough to remit me the sum 
r stand engaged for on his account. As. soon as I 
see this letter inserted, I shall make myself known 
to Mr. Dodsley, to whom I desire that the money 
may be paid : or if the gentleman chooses to come 
in person and discharge my bail, Mr. Dodsley will be 
able' to inform him at what place I may be founds 

^ I beg your immediate publication of this letter^ 
and am. Sir, Your most faithful servant, 

W. B. 

' P. S. I forbore to make any mention of watch. 

men in my account of last night, because I saw none. 

I suppose that it was not a proper time either for 

their walking their rounds, or for appearing at their 

^stands.* 
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• To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
'SIR, 

' I WAS greatly surprised, that when in a late paper 
▼on were displaying your knowledge in diseases, and 
in the seversd specifics fix their cure, you should he 
so very forgetful as never to mention a malady, 
which at present is not only epidemical, hut of tfad 
foulest and most inveterate kind. This malady is 
ealled hy the learned the cacoeihes e&rpeM^ and by 
the vulgar critkiim* It is not more true that every 
man is bom in m, than that he is bom in criticum. 
For many years indeed the distemper was unoommoa 
and not dangerous in its consequences ; seldom at* 
tacking any but philosophers and men of learning, 
who from a sedentary life and intense applicalion to 
books, were more open to its influence than other 
men. In time by the infection of dedications, it 
began to spread itself among the great, and !iom 
them, like the gout, or a more noble distemper, it 
descended to their inferiors, till at last it has infected 
all ranks and orders of men. 

< But as it is observable that an inhabitant of the 
fens in Lincolnshire is most liable to an ague, a 
Yorkshire-man to horse-stealing, and a Sussex-man 
to smuggling ; so it is also observable that the per* 
sons roost liable to the contagion of crUidemy are 
young masters of arts, students in the Temple, at- 
torneys' clerks, haberdashers' prentices, and fine 
gentlemejh 

^ As I had long ago looked upon this distemper 
to be more particularly English than any other, I 
determined^ for the good of my country^ whatever 
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pains it might cost me, to trace it to its first princi- 
ples ; but it was not till very lately that my labours 
were attended with any certain success. I bad dis- 
covered in general that the patient had an acidity of 
blood, which, if not corrected in time, broke out into 
a kind of evil, which, though no king's-evil, might 
possibly, I thought, be cured by touching : but it 
-occurred to me that the touch of an oak-saplin might 
be much more efficacious than that of the ingenious 
Mr. Carte's somebody. A linen-draper's prentice in 
the neighbourhood happening at that time to be la- 
bouring under a severe fit, I hinted this my opinion 
•to his master, who immediately applied the touch : 
but I will not wrong my conscience by boasting of 
<its effect, having learned that the lad was seen'^goon 
after at a certain coffee-house in the Strand ,Jn all 
the iagohies of the distemper. 

^ Untired by disappointment, I continued my 
•searches with redoubled diligence; and it is this day 
.that L can felicitate myself, as well as thousands of 
my countrymen, that they have not been in vain. 

' The cause then of this loathsome distemper is 
-most certainly wind. This being pent in the bowels 
for some time, and the rules of good-breeding not 
'permitting it, in public places, to take its natural 
course, it immediately flies up into the head, and 
after being whirled about for a while in that empty 
region, at length discharges itself with great violebce 
upon the organ of speech. This occasions an invo- 
luntary motion in that member, which continues with 
great rapidity for a longer or shorter time, according 
to the power or force of the original blast which set 
it in motion. This volubility, or rather vibration of 
tongue, is accompanied with certain unintelligible 
fipunds, which, like the barkings of persons bit by a 
fnad dog, are the most fatal proofs of the malignity 
of the distemper. 
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* The late Doctor Monro, wko was Ipng ago con- 
sulted upon the case, gave it as bis opinion^ thai it 
ivas a species of madness, known among the Greeks 
by the name of mucoOv^/a, and among the RoBuma 
by nuUtvokntia. It is said of that great and humane 
man, that from his concern for these poor Greatares, 
he intended, if he had hved a little longer, to have 
proposed a new building for their reception, oaat^ 
guous to that in Moorfields ; and as they are quite 
harmless things, would charitably hare takeii them 
under his own immediate care. The loss of that eminent 
physician, were it from no other consideration^ cannot 
but be lamented as a public misfortune ; his scheme 
being intended to prevent the conta|^on of criticism 
from spreading so universally among his Majesty's 
subjects. For there is one melancholy dreumstanoe 
attending this disease, namely, that it is of qindcer 
and mfxe certain infection than the plague? being 
communicated^ like yawning, to a large circle of oeaH* 
pany in an instant of time ; and (what is aufficiena 
confirmation of the cause) the congregated vapwir 
which is emitted at such times, is more disagreeable 
and offensive than if it had taken its prop^ and iia^ 
tural course. 

* But the Doctor's principal reason for conjectsnng 
this distemper to be madness, was, its being almioit 
continually acted upon by external objects. A maa 
in the hydrophobia will be in agonies at the si^t fl€ 
water or anv liquid ; and it is very well known that 
persons afflicted with a criticism will be thrown lata 
equal agonies at the sight of a new book, pamphlet, 
or poem. But the greatest and most convulsive of 
all agonies are found to [Mroceed from the represent 
tation of a new play. I have myself observed upon 
&is occasifm a mob of poor wretches sending forth 
such dismal groans and such piercing shrieks as havs 
quite moved me : after this they have siartod up on 
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a suddeii, and ¥ith all the fury of madmen have torn 
up the baches from under them, and put an entire 
stop to an entertainment, which, to pay for a sight 
of, they have many of them borrowed the money 
from their masters' tills. 

^ ' That this has the appearance of madness I can- 
not deny; yet I have seen a turkey-cock behave 
with equal fury at the appearance of a woman in a 
red petticoat ; and I have always imputed it to the 
silliness of the bird, rather than to any disorder in 
his brain. 

' But whether this be madness or not, the original 
cause ismost infallibly wind ; and to have discovered 
the cause of any distemper, is to have taken the 
leading step towards effecting its cure ; which is 
indeed the sole end and design of this letter. 

* Wind then being the undoubted cause of that 
universal disease vulgarly known by the name of 
cniici$m, the patient must enter into an immediate 
and regular course of carminatives. The herbs an- 
gelica, fennel, and camomile, will be extremely 
proper for his tea; and the seeds of dill, cummin, 
anise, carraway, coriander, or cardamum, should 
never be out of his mouth. These, by the consent 
of all physicians, are the great dispeUers of wind. 
But that is not all. From whence have they their 
name of carminatives'? Not from this quality; here 
are no traces of such ^n etymology ; but they arQ 
happily possessed of another and more excellent 
virtue ; and that in so eminent a degree, as to take 
llieir name from it. This is the power of expelling 
all the pernicious effects of poetry, verses, songs,' 
comtfta ; all that farrago of trumpery, which is so 
strangely jumbled together in the intestines of that 
miserdble invalid who labours under the weakness 
and disorder of criticism. For it is a great mistake 
in the learned, that these medicines tOQk their name 
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of canniiia^ves from the ancient jag^lers in physic 
accompanying their operation with verses and scraps 
of poetry, by way of incantation or charm ; they cer- 
tainly obtained tnis appellation from their wonderfal 
power of expelling that particular species of wind 
which is engendered in the critic's bowels by reading 
of plays, poetry, and other words of wit, too hard for 
his digestion. " 

', *■ That all persons labouring under an habitual 
and obstinate criticism may be induced to enter into 
this course^of carminatives, I can assure them with 
greatcertainty, that the operation of these medicines^ 
notwithstanding the prodigious discharge of crudities 
which they occasion, is not attended with the least 
sickness to the patient himself; he has indeed the 
appearance of a violent fit of the colic ; but, in reality, 
he has only the trouble of eructation : all the sick- 
ness and ^nausea usual in other cases of the like 
nature, being marvellously, in this, transferred to the 
By-standers. 

' But as all medicines have not equal effects on all 
constitutions ; so this, though sufficient in many cases, 
may possibly be defective in a few ; I have therefore 
in reserve a secret, which I may venture to pronounce 
will prove of great utility. It is this : Let every man 
who is afflicted with this scrophulous disease imme- 
diately turn author. And if it should so happen (as 
it is not absolutely impossible) that his compositions 
should not be adapted to every body's taste, it will 
infallibly work so upon his stomach, as entirely to 
purge off those indigested particles, to which all this 
foul wind was originally owing. For it is true to a 
proverb, that if you hang a dog upon a crab-tree, he 
will never love verjuice. 

I am, Sir, your most humble servant, 

B. p.; 

I am sorry, in one particular, to differ in opinion 
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with my ingeddus correspondent. Bat I cannot 
allow tmtt a critic's turning author will cure him of 
his malevolence ; having always found that the most 
difficult people in the world to be pleased, are those 
who know experimentally that they want talents to 
please. 
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It has lain upon my conscience for some time, that 
I have taken no notice of those of my correspondents, 
whose letters to me, for reasons of state, have been 
withheld from the public. Several of these gentle- 
men have favoured me with their assistance from the 
kindest motives. They have discovered that I am 
growing dull, tmd have therefore very generously 
sent me some of their own wit, to restore me to repu** 
tation. But as I am not sure of a constant supply 
of these brilliant epistles, I have been cautious of in- 
serting them : knowing that when once a bottle of 
claret is set upon the table, people are apt to make 
faces at plain port. 

There are other gentlemen to whom I am no less 
obliged. These have taken it for granted, that as I 
declared in my first paper gainst meddling with te-t 
ligion, I must certainly be an infidel: upon which 
supposition they have been pleased to shower in upou 
me, what they call, their free thoughts : but these 
thoughts, as I have hitherto given no assurances of 
my infidelity, are rather too^ee for this paper. And 
besides, as I have always endeavoured to oe' neW| j' 
cannot consent to pubhsh any thing so common as 
^buse upon religion. 

But the majority of these my private correspond* 

XXVI, B 
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ents are politiciang. They approve, they tell me, 
of my neutrality at first ; but matters have been so 
managed lately by those in power, that it is the part 
of every honest man to become an opposer. The 
compliments which these gentlemen are pleased to 
pay my abilities, are the highest satisfaction to me. 
Their fetters do me the hon6ur to assure me, that if 
I will but exert myself, the ministry must do exactly 
as I would have them ; and that the next general 
election will' certainly take whatever turn I have a 
mind to give it. 

I am very far from denying that I have all this 
power ; but I have ever been of opinion that it is 
gieater to save than destroy : for which reason I am 
willing to continue the present administration a little 
longer ; though at the same time I must take the 
liberty of declaring, that if Ifind the popular clamours 
against a late act of parliament to be true, namely, 
that it will defeat all the prophecies relating to the 
dispersion of the Jews ; or that the New Testament 
is to be thrown out of our Bibles and Common-prayer 
books ; or that a general circumcision is certainly to 
take place soon after the meeting of the new parlia- 
ment ; I say, when these things are so, I shall most 
assuredly exert myself as becomes a true-born Eng- 
lishman. 

I confess very freely that I had conceived some 
dislike to the marriage bill : having been assured by 
the maid-servant where I lodge, that after the 25th 
day of next March, no young woman could be mar- 
ried without taking her Bible oath that she was worth 
fifty pounds. But as I have read the bill since, and 
have found no such clause in it, I am tolerably well 
satisfied. 

To those of my correspondents who are angry with 
me for not having endeavoured to inculcate some se- 
rious moral in every one of these papers, I shall just 
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take notice, that I am writing essays, and not ser- 
mons. But though I do not avowedly once a week 
attack envy, malice, and uncharitableness, I hope 
that a paper now and then written with pleasantry 
and good humour, though it should have no direct 
inoral in view, may so amuse and, temper the mind, 
as to guard it. against the approaches of those, tor- 
menting passions. There is nothing truer than that 
bad spirits and ill-humour are the parents of misery 
and mischief; he, therefore, who can lead the ima- 
rination from gloom and vapours to objects of cheer- 
fulness and mirth, is a useful member of society. 

Having now discharged my conscience of its bur- 
den, I shall close this paper with a letter, which 1 
received yesterday by the penny-post., I insert it 
here to shew, that a late very serious essay of mine, 
calculated for the support and delight of ladies in 
years, has done real harm ; while others, of a gayer 
nature, and without a moral, have been perfectly in- 
Offensive. 

*To Mr.Fitz-Adam. 
'SIR, 

* That you have been the .occasion of misery to an 
innocent woman is as trap, as that I hope I may 
acquit you of any evil intention : you have indeed 
inisled me, but it is another who has wronged me.; 
Yet if I had nqt used my. utmost .endeavours, and 
practised every honest art to get redress from this 
nnjust person, I should neither desire nor deserve at 
place in your paper. 

' But, alas ! Sir, while I am prefacing my sad stoty; 
through a too modest reluctance to begin it, I arti* 
fearful that you will mistake me for some credulous 
young cre,ature, who has yielded up her honour to' 
betraying man. Indeed, Mr. Fitz-Adam, I gtm no. 
such person, being at. present in my fifty-sixth year, 
and having always entertained such an aversion to 

r2 
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impurityy as to be ready to die with afaame eyen of 
my rery dreams^ when they have sometimes hap-* 
peiied to tend that way. Bat how has my Yirtue 
been rewarded !-*— I will conceal nothing from you. 
Sir, though my cheeks are glowing with shame aa 
WeU as indignation.— —I am wronged, barbarously 
wronged, and will complain, 

' The hand that is now penning this letter was 
three tedious Weeks ago given at the altar to the 
most unworthy of men — Forgive me. Sir, a moment's 

pause 1 cannot think of what I am» without 

exclaiming in the bitterness of my hearty how cruettjr 
I am disappointed ! I will be particular in my rela- 
tion. 

' My father was a country gentleman of a good 
estate, which by his death, &SLt happened near two 
months ago, devolved to me as his only child. It was 
matter of wonder to our neighbours, dhat a person sq 
agreeable as I was thought to be, and who had been 
marriageable a good while (for as I mentioned be- 
fore, I am in my fifty-sixth year), should be sujSered 
to live single to so ripe an age* To say the truth, I 
could never ^count for this wonder, any otherwise 
than from that excess of delicacy which I always 
observed in my conversation with the men, and which 
in all probability prevented them from declaring 
themselves. 

^ As soon as I had performed the last duties to my 
fiither, I came up to town> and took lodgings in 
Bury-street — ^Would it had been in Pali-Mall, or a 
street still wider ! for then I might have escaped the 
observation of a tall well-made gentleman from 
Ireland, who, unfortunately for my peace, lodged 
directly over the way. 

^ I will not trouble you with the methods he took 
from his window to engage my attention, or with 
^hat passed between us on his being permitted U> 
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visit me. All I shall say is, that whatever ground 
he had gained in my heart, it might have proved a 
difiicult task for- him to have carried ^me without a 
settlement, if the World of July the 12th, upon the 
love of elderlv women, had not fallen into mv hands. 
'Before the reading of that fatal paper, I had suspi- 
'cions that my person might possibly be less desirable 
than my fortune ; but now I believed, and my wishes 
assisted my belief, that he languished to possess me. 
I read the story of Ninon TEnclos above a dozen 
tiroes over ; and I rejoiced to find myself of the 
'0xact age of that lady, when her charms had such an 
uscendancy over the unfortunate de Yiliiers. 

* My lover found me with the paper in my hand. 
I read it to him ; and he confirmed me in my opi- 
nioil, by wishing himself the Abb^- Gedoyn, and his- 
Bngel, as he called me, eighty years old, thiat he 
might be as happy as the Frenchman. In shorty 
l)eing now thorougnly convinced that the only object 
of a sincere, fervent, and lasting passion in a young 
man, was a woman in years, I made no secret to him 
of my inclinations ; and the very next morning we 
were publicly married. 

• * Alas ! Sir, were you in jest or earnest when you 
wrote that paper ? I have a melancholy reason for 
believing you were in jest. And is a woman of fifty- 
five then so undesirable an object? Is she not to be 
endured ? Or are all men deceivers ? No ; that is 
impossible ; it is I only that am decdved. 1 dare 
hot say more, unless it be to tell you, that a fortune 
of thirty thousand pounds is rather too much to be 
given in exchange for a mere name, when, if you 
knew the whole truth, I have no real right to any 
name but my maiden one. I am, by no name at all, 
? • Sir, your most humble servant.' 
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When I declared against meddling with politics iif 
these my lucubrations, I meant only that kind of pp-- 
litics, or art of government which is ^o learnedly and 
logically reasoned upon in all the co&e-hbuses anil 
barbers shops of this great metropolis; intending {sm 
it is my province) to take cognizance of any particu** 
lar act of ihe legislature, &at contrary to its intenr 
tion, has been prejudicial to the morals of my fellawr 
citizens. 

But it is the repeal of an act of parliament, an4 
liot the act itself, that I am how about to cQippIaia 
of. The act I mean is the witch act. I am notco&r 
aidering the repeal of this act as affecting our religi* 
pus beUef, according tp the Scotch proverb, ' Taulp 
awaw the deel, and good bwee to the Lord/ I thii^ 
pf it only in a moral light, as it has given suqh ^^ 
couragement to witchcnift in this kingdom, that oii# 
hardly meets with a grown person either ^| public c^r 
prifate, who is not more or Jiess under it^ inflvienoe. 

Whoever attends to the sermon at church, or lis- 
tens to the conversation of grave and good m^, will 
hear and believe that the present age is the mput 
fruitful in wickedness of any since the deluge. Whe^ 
ther these gentlemen have discovered the true rea*' 
son of this depravity, or whether the discovery ha9 
been reserved for me, I will not pretend to determine; 
tmt certain it is, that the repeal of ^ act of parlia- 
ment, which was^meant to restrain the power of the 
devii^ by inflicting death upon h|S agents, Qiust in- 
fallibly give him a much greater influence over us, 
than he ever could have hoped for, during the con* 
tinuance of such an act. 



«*» 34. woaL0. 18f 

I am well aware that there are certain of my 
rejEiders who have no belief in witches ; but I am 
willing to hope they are only thosej who either have 
not ready or else have forgot the proceedings against 
them^ published at large m the State Trials : if there 
is any man alive who can deny his assent to the 
positive and circumstantial evidence given against 
them in these trials, I shall only say that I pity most 
aincerely the hardness of his heart. 

That the devil may truly be said to be let loom 
among us by the repeal of this act, will appear be- 
yond contradiction, if we take a survey of the gene* 
ral fascination that all ranks and orders of mankind 
seem at present to be undert 

What is it but witchcraft that occasions that uni- 
versal and uncontrollable rage of play, by which the 
nobleman, the man of fashion, the merchant and the 
tradesman, with their wives, sons, and daughters, are 
running headlong to ruin ? What is it but witchcraft 
that conjures up that spirit of pride and passion for 
expense, by which all classes of men, from his grace 
at Westminster to the salesman at Wapping, areen^* 
tailing beggary upon their old age, ana bequeathing 
their chil(hren to poverty and the parish? Ag^, is 
it possible to be accounted for, from any natvral 
cause, that persons of good sense and sober drnj^i" 
tions should take a freak four or five t^nes in a win- 
ter, of turning their houses into inns; cramming 
every bed-chamber, closet, and comeri with people 
whom they hardly know ; stifling one another with 
beat; blocking up the streets with chairs and coaches; 
offending themselves, and pleasing nobody ; and all 
this for the vain boast of having drawn together a 
greater mob than ipy lady Somebody, or the honour- 
able Mr. Such-a-one? That nothing but witchcraft 
can be- the.occasion of so much folly and absurdity, 
must be obvious to the common sense of all mankind.^ 
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Another and more melandioly proof of the power 
of witchcraft, is, that a wife may he heaiitifiil in 
her person, gentle in her manners, fond of her hus- 
band, watchful for his quiet, careful of his interest, 
kind to his children, cheerful to his friends, and 
oUiging to all : yet be yoked to a wretch so blind to 
his own happiness, as to prefer to her endearments 
the hired embraces of a diseased prostitute, loath- 
some in her person, and a fury in her disposition. If 
this is not witchcraft, I should be glad to know of 
such a husband what name I may call it by. Among 
the lower kind of tradesmen (for every dealer even 
in broken* glass bottles has his^e dtjoye) it is* a 
common thing for a husband to kick his wife out of 
doors in the morning, for his having submitted over- 
night to a good drubbing from his mistress. 

It would be endless to take notice of every argu- 
ment that suggests itself in proof of witchcraft ; f 
shall content myself with only one more, which I take 
to be incontestable. This is the spirit of Jacobitism, 
which is so well known to possess many of his Ma- 
jesty's Protestant subjects in this- kingdom. That a 
poor Highlander in Scotland may be a Jacobite with* 
out witcncraft, I am ready to allow ; zeal for a lost 
cheeld of the gude house of Stuart may have eaten 
him up: but that an English country gentleman, 
who is really no Papist in his heart, or diat a wealthy 
citizen of London, who goes to church every Sun- 
day, and joins in the prayers for the present royal 
family, should be drinking daily to the restoration 
(as he calls it) of a Popish bigot, who would bum 
him at Smithfield.tbe next week for not going to 
mass, and whose utmost merit is his precarious de- 
scent from a family, remarkable for little else than 
pedantry, obstinacy, debauchery, and enthusiasm; 
t«hat such a person should be a Jacobite, or in other 
words, an enemy to the best of kings, and the wisest 



of cpnstitutiotiSy cannot possibly be accounted for 
but by the power of witchcraft 

From all these considerations it is much to b^ 
wished that a new witch act may take place next 
session of parliament. Vox popuU est vox Dei, is a 
wise and a true saying ; and diat the vox popuH is 
in favour of such an act, let the late proceedings at 
Tringy and some similar occurrences in other ports 
of England, bear testimony. 

That the legislature may be farther induced to 
take this matter into consideration^ I am clearly of 
opinion, that the passing such an act will go a great 
Way towards silencing the clamours which have gone 
forth so grievously against the Jew bill: for it is 
shrewdly suspected that the same people who ima- 
gined their religion to be at stake by the repeal of 
the one, are at present under the most tenible con* 
stemation at the parsing of the other : and besidesi 
it will be a convincing proof to all sorts of persons, 
that the administration is as well inclined to dis* 
courage the devil, as it is to favour the Jews ;'a ci^* 
cumstance which^ as matters stand at present, seems 
to want confirmation. 

In the mean time I entreat all my readers, as 
much as in them lies, to be upon their guard against 
witches : for the better discovery of whom (as the 
law does not admit of the usual trijals by fire and 
water) I shall here set down all I know, or have bee^ 
told upon the subject. If a woman turned of eighty, 
with gray hairs upon her chin, and a high-crowned 
bat on, should be seen riding upon a broomstick 
through the air, or sailing in an egg-shell upon the 
Thames in a high wind, you may aknost swear that 
she is a witch. If as often as you see any parlicU'^ 
lar old woman, you feel a pricking of pins all over 
you, or if your stomach be sick, and should happen 
to discharge a gneat quantity of the said pins, or if 
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%hile you are speaking to this old woman sh^ should, 
suddenly transform herself into a horse without a 
heady or any such uncommon animal, you may very 
fairly conclude that she is no other than a witch. 
In such cases it will be a happy circumstance if you 
iare able to say the Lord's prayer : for by repeating', 
it three times to yourself she becomes as harmless as. 
a babe. 

A lady of my aci^uaintance, who has often been 
bewitchied, assures me of her having detected multi- 
tudes of these hags, by laying two straws one across' 
the other in the path where they are to tread. It 
is wonderful, she says, to see how a witch is puzzled 
at these straws : for that after having made many 
fruitless attempts to step over them, she either stands 
stock still, or turns back. But to secure yourself 
within doors against the enchantment of witches, 
especially if you are a person of fashion, and have 
never been taught the Lord's prayer, the only me- 
thod I know of, is to nail a horseshoe upon the 
threshold. This I can affirm to be of the greatest 
efficacy ; insomuch that I have taken notice of many 
a little cottage in the country, with a horseshoe at 
its door, where gaming, extravagance, routs, adul- 
tery, Jacobitism, and all the catalogue of witch-- 
crafts, have been totally unknown. 

I shall conclude this paper by signifying my in- 
tention, one day or other, of hiring a porter, and of 
sending him with a hammer and nails, aud a large 
quantity of horseshoes, to certain houses in the pur- 
lieus of St. James's. I believe it would not be amiss 
(as a charm against play) if he had orders to fix a 
whole dozen of these horseshoes at the door of 
White's. From St. James's he shall have directions 
to proceed to the city, and to distribute the remain- 
der of his burden among the thresholds of those 
doors, at. which the witchcraft of Jacobitism has 
been most suspected to enter. 
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^To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
'SIR, 

* That you may know who it is that offers you his 
correspondence, and how quaUfied I am to make a 
figure in the World, I shall let you into the secret of 
my birth and history. 

* I have the honour to be descended from the an- 
cient family of the Limbertongues, in Staffordshire. 
My grandfather was of the cabinet with Oliver 
Cromwell ; but unfortunately happening to whisper 
a secret of some importance to his wife, the affair 
unaccountably became public, and sentence of dis- 
mission was immediately passed upon him. My 
father was decipherer to King Willii^m. . It was by 
his diligence and address that the assassination plot 
and some other combinations in that reign were 
brought t'o light. But being somewhat too officious 
in his zeal, he was suspected of betraying the secrets 
of his office (the better, as is supposed, to insinuate 
himself into those of the opposition), and was dis- 
carded with disgrace. With a fortune barely suffi- 
cient for support, he retired to his native village in 
Staffordshire : and soon after marrying the daughter 
of an unbeneficed clergyman in the neighbourhood, 
he had issue male, the writer of this letter. 

* My earliest infancy gave indications of an inqui- 
sitive mind; and it was my father's care to implant 
in me, with the first knowledge of words, an insatia- 
ble desire to commimicate. At twelve years old I 
discovered the frailty of a maiden aunt, and brought 
the curate of the parish into disgrace. A young. 
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lady of anoommon discretion, who boarded in the 
fanmy, was so delighted with the story, that she 
made me a party in all her visits, to give me new 
occasions of relating it ; but happening one even- 
ing to steal a little abruptly upon the retirement of 
this lady, I discovered her in the prettiest fami- 
liarity imaginable with the harlequin of a strolling 
company. 

* It was about this time that a fever carried my' 
mother to her grave. My father for some weeks 
was inconsolable; but making an acquaintance with 
an inn-keeper's daughter in me village, and marry^ 
ing her soon after, he became the gayest man alive. 
By the direction of my new mother, who, fbr un- 
known reasons, grew uneasy at my prying disposi- 
tion, I ¥ras sentenced to a grammar school at fifty 
miles distance. Mortified as I was at first, I began 
early to relish this change of life, A new world 
was open to me for discovery; I wormed myself 
into the secrets of every boy, and made immediate 
information to the master. Many were the whip- 
pings upon these occasions ; but as my heart ul^ 
ways felt for the mischiefs of my tongue, I was the 
first to condole with the sufferer, and escaped sasr 
picion by my humanity. But all human enjoyments 
are transitory. It happened in the course of my 
discoveries, that by a perverse boy's denying the feet 
he was charged with, I was unfortunately called up 
to give evidence against him ; and though I deh- 
vered it with the strictest regard to truth, I found 
the whole school in combination against me, and 
every one branded me with the name of teU-tak^ 

* From this unlucky accident, hardly a day passed, 
but I was called upon to answer facts which I never 
committed^ and was as certainly punished for deny^ 
ing them. I was btkffeted and abused by every boy, 
and then whipped for quarrelling; or if any tbing was" 
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missing m tlie school, it was oonstantljrfiNmd in one 
of my coat pocksts, or locked np safely in my trunk. 
During this continued state of persecution, I wrote 
repeatedly to my father for leave to return home ; 
but the government of that family was transferred, 
aad admittance to it, even at common vacation 
tnaes, denied me. At the end of five years, how* 
ever, and, as you will soon be informed, to my utter 
disgrace, I obtained the fkvour of passing the Christ- 
mas holidays at home. 

^.The morning after my arrival, I perceived at 
brei^fast, by the demure looks of the maid, and now 
and tlien a side^'Wink at her mistress, that there 
were secrets in the family. It was not long before I 
discovered some particular familiarities between my 
mother-in-law and a spruce exciseman in the neigh- 
bourhood. The room I lay in was the next to her*s ; 
but unadvisedly attempting a small peep-hole in the 
waiitocot, I unluckily bored through the face of my 
fetfaer^s picture, which hung on the other side ; by 
which misfortune I underwent the mortification of i^ 
discovery, and the severest discipline I ever felt. 
Stung with the reproaches I met with from diis ad- 
venture, I doubled my assiduities, and had the satis- 
fisu^tion of discovering one afternoon in the garden, 
that the exciseman and my mother were made of the 
very same flesh and blood with the curate and my 
aunt. My father happening to be engaged at the 
next village, I had time to go from house to house to 
inform the parish of his disgrace : but how great was 
my surprise, when at my return home, instead of 
' gaining credit to my story, my mother had art enough 
to turn the miscluef upon myself, and to get me 
driven out of doors as the most wicked of incen- 
diaries. 

* Enraged as I was at my father*s inhumanity, I 
fell upon my knees in the street, and made a solemn* 
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oath never U> enter his doors again, wkateyer misery^ 
might, be the consequence. With this resolutton,- 
and somewhat more than a guinea in my pocket 
(which I had saved from the benefactions of some 
particular friends at my return from schodi), I took 
the road, by moon light, for London. Nothing re- 
markable occurred to me on the way, till the last 
mile of my journey; when joining company, with a 
very civil gentleman, who was kind enough to con- 
duct me over the fields from Islington, and giving 
him a history of my life, I found this humane stranger 
so touched with my misfortunes, as to offer me a 
bed at his own house, and a supply of whatever 
money I wanted, till provision could be made for me. 
Such unexpected generosity drew tears from me. 
I thanked him for his goodness ; and shewing him a 
guinea, which was yet unbroken, I told him the fa- 
vour of his house would be sufficient obligation. I 
was indeed a little surprised to find at that very in- 
stant my benefactor*s pistol at my breast, and a me- 
nace of immediate death, if I refused to deliver : but 
you will imagine, Mr. Fitz- Adam, that I could with- 
hold nothing from so kind a friend ; and obUgations 
being thus mutual between us, he left me to pursue 
my way with a few halfpence in my pocket. 

* To particularize my distresses on my first arrival 
in town, would be to write a volume instead of a 
letter. In a short time my inquisitive talents were 
taken notice of, and I commenced business in the 
post of retainer to a bailiff's follower : but forgetting 
that secrecy was necessary to my commission, I com- 
municated my errand wherever I was sent upon the 
look-out, and gave many a fine gentleman time to 
escape. This employment, though of short duration, 
got rae a natural interest among the lawyers ; and 
by the merit of scholarship, as well as writing a tole- 
rable hand, I succeeded in time to the smartpost of. 
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clerk to a salidtbr. But here too it was my- mis^ 
fortune to be a little too unguarded- in my discove-^ 
lies : for happening' sometimes to be sent abroad with 
bills of cost for business never done, and fees never 
pcddy I found it impossible to conceal any thing from 
the clients^ as was-discarde4 a and betrayer of my 
master's secrets. In the course of a few years I was 
eldiged to combat necessity in the various characters 
-pf a poet,, a ballad-singer, a soldier, a tooth-drawer, 
-a mountebank, an actor, and a travelling tutor to a 
Buck, In this last post I might have lived with ease 
and profit, if I could have concealed from my pupil 
that he was the plague of every country he came 
to, and the disgrace of his own. By gradual pro- 
gression, and having acquired some knowledge of 
French, I rose in time to be assistant secretary to 
an envoy abroad. Here it was that my inquiring 
mind began to be of service to me ; but happeiling 
in a few months to make discovery of certain trans- 
actions, not uinch to the honour of my master^ and 
being detected in transmitting tl;iem to my friends in 
'England, I was discarded from my office with con- 
tempt and beggary. Upon this occasion my neces* 
stties hurried me to an act of guilt, that my con- 
science will for ever upbraid me with : for being thus 
.del^rted in a country where charity was unfashion- 
able, aiid reduced to the very point of starving, I 
renounced my religion for bread, and became a bro- 
ther of the Mendicants of St. Francis. Under the 
sanctity of this habit, and from the example of the 
l)rotherhood, I led a hfe of profligacy and wanton- 
ness. But though my conscience was subdued, my 
tongue retained its freedom : for it was my misfor- 
tune one day, through ignorance of my company, to 
betray the secrets of a lady's confession to her own 
husband. The stpry began to spresld ; and it was 

s 2 



199 WORLD. If"* 35. 

by a sort of miracle that I fi>and the means of .ea^ 
capiBg with life. 

' At my return inta England, I made a solemn se^ 
nuncialion of my apostacy ; and by the fiivoiir of a. 
certain great man, became of consequence enough ^ 
the service of a ministerial writer. My perfixmanees 
for some time were highly applauded ; but being « 
little too fond of communicating objections for tke 
sake of answering them, I was accused of weakenung^ 
the cause, and ordered to look out for other ein« 
{doyment. Enraged at the injustice of this treal^' 
m^it, I devoted my pen to the service of patriotisoa ; 
but being somewhat indiscreet in my zeal, and oeca* 
sionally hinting to the world that my employeFS 
"were only contending for power, I had the sentence 
of dismission passed upon me for inadvertency. 

* Being thus driven from all employment, and nei« 
ther inclined nor able to conquer the bent of my 
mind, I began seriously to consider how I might turn 
this very cusposition to advantage. In the midj&t of 
these reflections it occurred to me that the ladie» 
were naturally open«hearted like myself, and that i^ 
I tendered them my services, and suppled them 
with scandal upon all their acquaintance, I migirt 
find my account in it. But as wicked as this town 
is thought to be, and as knowing as I wn in wliat 
was doing in it, I soon found ^at the real occnr- 
rences of life were too insipid for the attention of these 
fair ones, and that I must add invention to facts, or 
be looked upon as a trifler. I accordingly laid about 
me with all my might, and by a judicious mixture of 
truth and lies, succeeded so well, that in less than 
two months I carried off a dowager of quality, and 
am at present a very resigned widower with a hand* 
l^ome fortune. 

i *■ lUa, Sif, is mj history ; and as I cannot keep 
any thing that I know, and as I know almost every 



thing that people wouldwish to keep, I intend my- 
•elf the honour of corresponding with you often ; 
and am, > Sir, your most humble servant, ' 

Nic Limbertodgve/ 

I accept of Mr. Limbertongue's correspondence 
with all my heart. The varieties he has experienced 
tvill enafele him to furnish useful cautions, and in- 
structive entertainment. The ladies will be taught 
to avoid scandal by virtue ; and the men either to 
Reform or coriceal their vices, while the tell-tale is 
abroad. 
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I WAS formerly acquainted with avery honest'old gen- 
tleman, who as often as he was asked at the tavern 
how his wife did, never failed to assure 'us, * that he 
did not come abroad to be put in miud of his wife.' 
I could wish with all my heart that those persons 
who are married to the town for at least eight months 
in the year, would, upon their removd into the 
country, forget the amusements of it, and attach 
themselves to those pleasures which, are to be found 
in groves and gardens, in exercise and temperance. 
But as fond as we are of variety, and as pleasing as 
the changes of the seasons are generally acknow- 
ledged to be, it is observable that in all the large 
villages near London, the summer seems only to be 
endured, as it is made to resemble the winter in town. 
Routs, visits, assemblies, and meetings for drinking, 
are all the pleasures that are attended to ; while the 
meadows and com fields 

(Where the milk-maid singeth blythe 
And the mower whets hU scythe^ 

are neglected qnd despised. . ' 

s3 
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I have received a tetter upoa thie subject, whkthi 
for itfr candour and good seiwe* I aball lay bdbre tmf 
readers for Uie speculation of to-day. 

^ To Ma, Fitz-Adam. 

• sm. - 

* In this season of uniyersal migration^ when tbe 
fireworks of Marybone and the tin-works of Vaax- 
hall are deserted for the salutary springs of Tun* 
bridge, Cheltenham, and Scarborough ; it would not 
be amiss, methinks, if you were to give us your opi- 
nion of those seats of idleness and pleasure, health 
and gaiety. Or suppose you should extend your 
views still farther, and tell us what you think in ge* 
neral of summer asrasements, and the ftgihionable 
employments of rural life ? To supply in some mea* 
sure this defect, give me leave to acquaint you with 
the principal occurrences that engaged my attention 
very lately, in a ten days' retirement in the country. 

^ As the friend I visited was a man who had seen 
much of the world ; as his wife and daughters were 
adorned with all the accomplishments of genteel 
life ; and as they were no less admired for their un- 
derstandings than their persons ; my ezpectatipn waa 
raised and flattered with the pleasing, yet reasonable 
thought of Dassins my time with no less improve- 
ment than delight^ in a situation where art and na-^ 
ture conspired to indulge my utmost wishes. — But 
how grievously disappointed was I to find, that when- 
ever I walked out I must )valk alone ; and even thea 
^ was sure to be reproached; in the afternoon, for ris- 
ing before the bottle was out; and in the evening, for 
breaking a set of cards ! The former part of my con-^ 
duct disobliged the men, and the latter o£fended the 
ladies. Scaroe could I reach the end of the avenue, 
before my friend, with a gentle rebuke, summoned 
me baok to give a toast ; suid hardly eould I eou* 
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Imnplate iSne view from the terrace, bdbre Miss KRty 
tRNNild come ruimiiig to tell me that the ridfber was 
up, and that it was my tarn, to cut m. This, I doubt, 
is too general a complaint to be soon redressed ; yet 
it 18 not less a grievance; That persons so well qua- 
lified Ibr giving and receiving the pleasures of con- 
venatioiii should thus agree to banish thought (at 
leatt, all subjects that are worth the tfainkmg of), 
ittnst be almost incredible to those who are unac<- 
qoaiated with polite life* That a season, in which 
ml the beauties of nature appear to such advantage^ 
should be thus thrown away, and as much disre- 
garded as the depth of winter, seems utterly inex^ 
eusable, and in some degree immoral. *'How,'' 
thought I to myself, ** can talents designed for the 
nobli^t purposes be thus perverted to the meanest ? 
Is it the sole province of wit to give toasts, and of 
beavty to shtdBie cards ? How are the faculties of 
reason suspended^ while those of passion alone pre* 
Ipail! Since iti? no less certain that the sweetest 
temper may be destroyed by cards, than that the 
best constitution may be rumed by wine." These 
were my usual reflections as I returned to my com- 
panv, x^hagrined and disappointed at the loss of a 
walk» whid, though a soUtary one, I should always 
pr^r to the pleasures of the bottle, or a party at 
whist by daylight, in the best assembly in England* 
^Be so good, Mr. Fitz-Adam^ as to espouse the\ 
cause of injured Nature, and remonstrate loudly 
i^ainst this enormous foaibarity of killing the sum- 
mer. Let cards prevail in winter, and in cities only : 
too much of them do we see in this great town to de« 
sire them elsewhere. Let drinking be confined to 
election dinners and corporation feasts, and not con- 
tinue (as it too much does) imperceptibly to make 
havock of our private families* Assure the ladies, 
the young ones I mean, that however their moUieri^ 
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may instruct them by exam{rfe,:or wbaterer they 
themselves may think, anxiety and disappointmeii^ 
hope and fear, are no imptovers of their beamty : 
that- Venus never kept her court at a rout ;. and that 
the arrows of Cupid are not winged with cards^ Let 
them take but one walk, and the milk*nmid that 
gives them a slllabiib at the end of it, will convince 
them that air and exercise are the true preservatives 
of health and beauty; and will add more lively bkNNB 
and fresher roses to their cheeks than all the rtrnge 
pf French art, or all the flush of English avaiice« 
Inform the men^ if they know it not already, that 
though they may esteem themselves sober when 
they are not dead drunk, and possibly may never be 
in a state of intoxication, yet drinking to aiiy degree 
t>f excess will certainly hurt, if not totally ruin their 
constitutions, and be the sure, though slow, occa- 
casions, of rheumatisms, gouts, dropsies, and death 
itself. Many instances of this wUl occur in the 
sphere of every one's acquaintance ; and if some of 
the deceased have lived fifty or sixty years, it is 
hardly to be doubted, that had this barbarous cus- 
tom never prevailed, dieir lives nnght have been ex* 
tended to at least seventy or eighty. 

'In short, while these practices continue^ by 
which every rural delight is entirely lost, country 
seats may be esteemed an idle expense, and a use- 
less burden. London is certainly the fittest place 
for either the bpttle or cards : it is there that the 
gentlemen may pursue the one, and the ladies the 
other, without being interrupted by such troublesome 
guests as myself, who may be now and then de- 
sirous of picking a nosegay, or . of listening to the 
nightingale. For in vain does Nature lavish her 
charms, if they are thus neglected; in vain do the 
birds sing, if no one- hears them ; and in vain do 
the flowers blow, if 
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-they blow oiiMeSt 



And waste their sweetness on the desert air. 

* Bill; if these polite persons will continue to reside 
in the summer at their country seats, merely because 
it is the fftflhioB, it would be no unfriendly o£Boe to 
«|^e th^xi the mortification of continually gazing^ 
vpOB unwelcome objects. In order therefore to fa, 
ihear attention to the most important concerns, I 
would huiatdy propose (and I doubt not but the 
proposal would meet with their approbatioii), that 
immediately after dinner the windows be closed, and 
the light of the sun be exchanged for that of wax- 
e^MHUes i by which means the gentlemen oyer their 
l^ottle, in one room, may uninterruptedly harangue 
oa hounds and horses, while the ladies in ano&er 
may be shut Up till midnight with cards and coun- 
ters. And that the latter may be spared the disquiet 
of haying recourse on a Sunday to fields and gardens 
(I mean if their mammas or husbands should happen 
to be so enthusiastically rigid as to forbid gaming 
upon tbJAt day), let it be lawful for them to lie a-bed 
and study Mr. Hoyle. I am. Sir, 

Your most humble seryant, 

RusTicus.' 
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The following letter is written witK so much nature 
and simplicity, that rather than curtail it of its length, 
I haye thought proper (as I once did before) to ex- 
tend my paper to another half-sheet. « 

*To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
•SIB, 

. ^ I am the widow of a merchant, with whom I liyed 
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happily, and in affluence, for many years. We had 
no children, and when he died he left me all he had; 
but his affairs were so involved, that the balance 
which I received, after having gone through much 
expense and trouble, was no more than one thousand 
pounds. This sum I placed in the hands of a friend 
of my husband's, who was reckoned a good man in 
the city, and who allowed me an interest of four per 
cent, for my capital; and with this forty pounds 
a year I i^etired, and boarded in a village about a 
hundred miles from London. 

^ There was an old lady of great fortune in that 
neighbourhood, who visited often at the house where 
I lodged : she pretended, after a short acquaintance, 
to take a great liking to me : she professed a fiiend- 
«hip for me, and at length persuaded me to come 
and live with her. 

. ' Between the time of taking this my resolntion 
and putting it into execution, I was informed that 
this lady, whom 1 shall call Lady Mary, was very 
unequal in her humours, and treated her inferiors^ 
and dependants with that insolence which she ima*^ 
gined her superior fortune gave her a right to make 
use of. 

^ But as I was neither her relation nor dependant, 
and as all that I desired from her was common civi** 
lity, I thought that wheijever her ladyship or her 
house became disagreeable to me, I could retire to 
my old quarters, and live in the same manner as I 
did before I became acquainted with her ; and upon 
the strength of this reasoning, I packed up my 
clothes, paid off my lodgings, and was conveyed by 
my Lady Mary in her own coach to her mansion* 
house. 

' For the first year she treated ma with civDity and 
confidence ; but in that time I could not help ob- 
serving that she had no affection for any boay. I 
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Ibund out that she did not love her nearest relations, 
who were highly esteemed by all the rest of the 
n^hbourhood ; and therefore I gave but little cre- 
dit to all^he protestations of friendship which she 
was continually making to me. 

^ She told me all that she knew, and more than 
she knew ; and insinuated to me, that I was to look 
upon the trust she reposed in me as the strongest 
proof of the highest friendship. But these insinua- 
tions lost their effect; for I knew by experience, 
that there are many people, of which number her 
ladyship was one, that often have a need to unbosom 
thems^elves, who must have somebody to impart their 
secrets to, and who, when they know any thing that ^ 
ought not to be told, are never at ease till they tell it. 
- * But to proceed in my story. One day, when her 
ladyship had treated me with uncommoa kindness, 
for my having taken her part in a dispute with one 
of her relations, I received a letter from London, .to 
inform me that the person in whose hands I had' 
placed my fortune, and who till that time had paid ' 
my interest-money very exactly, wsis broke, and had ' 
fled the kingdom. 

* Lady Mary, in her fits of friendship, had offered 
tne presents, and perhaps the oftener, because I al-^ 
ways refused them. She had sometimes told me how 
desirous she was to do me good in any thing that lay 
within her power. But in those days I had the in-* 
expressible happiness of having no wish or view be- 
yond what my little fortune could afford me; and' I 
was truly sensible of, and blessed in, the heartfelt > 
satisfaction of independence. Imagine then, Sir, 
whatlielt at the receipt of, the above-mentioned 
letter. All that I shall say to you about what it pro*- 
duced, is, that I took my resolution immediately. 'I 
carried the letter in my hand to Lady Mary. ;. but 
before I gave it to her, I told her, that I had never 
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doubted the sinceritv of her friendship^ and thst i 
was tiK>roiighly sensible of the kindness with which 
she treated me. I put her in mind of the presents 
wh^ch she had offered me, and added, that while I 
was not in want of her ajnistance, I thought It wrong 
to aocept of them ; but that the time was now come 
when her friendship, was likely to become my only- 
support ; that it would be unjust in me to suspect 
that I should not receive it ; and that ^e letter I 
then gave her would tell her all, and spare my 
tears. 

* Her ladyship immediately read it over with more 
attention than emotion; but after returning itto me, 
she embraced me^ and assured me, in a eondoMu^ 
voice* that however great my misfortunes might b^ 
she could not help feehng some satis&ction in think- 
ing, that it was in her power to alleviate them, by 
giving me proofs of her unalterable friendship ; that 
her house, her table, her servants, should always 
continue to be mine: that we should never part while 
we lived) and that I should feel no change in my 
condition from this unhappy alteration of my cir- 
cumstances. 

. * To any body that knew her ladyship less than I 
did, these words would have affojded mattjer of great 
consolation ; but when I retired to my chamber. And' 
reflected upon my past and present situation, I saw> 
that I had eveiy thing to regret in the one, and very 
little to hope for from the other ;' and the following 
day convinced me of the manner in which I was to 
lead my future life. 

, * Whenever Lady Mary spoke to me, she had hi- 
therto called me Mrs. Truman ; but llie very n^t 
morning at breakfast she lefl out Mrs. ; and upon 
no gpreater provocation than breaking a tea^cup, she 
made me thoroughly sensible of her superiorly and 
my dependance. ** Lord, Tniman> you are so awk- 
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ward! Pray be raore caieful for the fatureyor we 
shall not live long together. Do you tfakk I can af* 
ford to have my china broke at this rate, and main- 
itain you into the bargain V* 

^ From this moment I was obliged to drop the 
name and character of a friend, which I had hitherto 
maintained with a little dignity, and to take up that 
which the French call compl^usante, and the English 
kwmble companion. But it did not stop here; for in 
a week I was reduced to be as miserable a toad' 
eater as any in Great Britain, which in the strictest 
sense of the word is a servant ; except that the 
toad-eater has the honour of dining with my lady, 
.and the misfbrtone of receiving no wages. 

' The beginiung of my servitude was bmng em* 
ployed in small buaness in her ladyship's own pre* 
«enoe.^^Truman, fetch this; Truman, carry that; 
Truman, ring ^e bell ; Truman, fill up the pot ; 
Truman, pour out the coffee ; Truman, stir the fire; 
Truman, call a servant; Truman, get me a glass of 
water, and put me in mind to take my drops. 
z * The second part of my service was harder. I 
was a good housewife; I understood preserving, 
pickling/ and pastry, perfectly well; I was no bsui 
milliner, and I was very well skilled in the manage- 
ment of a dairy. All these little talents I had fre-^ 
^uently produced^ sometimes for my own amuse- 
eaent, and sometimes to make my court to my lady* 
But now what had been my diversion became my 
employ tnent : my lady could touch no sweetmeat, 
pickle, tart, or cheesecake, but what was the work 
of my hands% . I made up all her linen ; I mended 
and sometimes washed her lace ; the butter she eats 
every morning is all of my churning, and I make 
every slip-coat cheese that is brought to her table ; 
and if any of these my various works miscarry, I am 
si^olded or pouted at, as much as if I was hir^ and 

xxvr. T 
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paid for every branch of the different employments 
to which I am put. 

• * This degradation of mine has not escaped the 
eyes of the quick- sighted servants. The change in. 
my situation has produced a total one in their beha- 
viour. There is hardly a chambermaid that will bring 
me up a bottle of water into my room, or a footman 
that will give me a glass of small beer at dinner. 

M must now give you an account of certain re- 
gulations which I am enjoined to observe at table. 
I am absolutely forbid to taste any dish that is eat- 
able cold as well as hot, or that may be hashed for 
supper. By this I am prevented from eating of most 
dishes that come before us. I must never taste 
boiled or roast beef; and ham and venison-pasty 
are equally contraband. Fowls, chicken, and aA 
sprts of game, come under the article of prohibited 
goods ; and though I see brawn and sturgeon served 
yp every day during the whole winter, I am no more 
the better for them than Tantalus was for his apples; 
and really sometimes I eat as little as those who 
dine with Duke Humphrey, or as Sancho did when 
he was made governor of Barataria. To this I may 
add, that I have not tasted a glass of wine in our 
house for some years, and that punch, bishop, cool- 
tankard, and negus, are equally denied me ; and I 
never must touch .any fruit, unless when I am to 
preserve it 

^ The rewards I receive for the service I do, and 
the restraint which I submit to, consist in having the 
enjoyment of the mere necessaries of life, provided 
you exclude money out of the number. I am clothed 
out of Lady Mary's wardrobe ; and I have offended 
Mrs. Pinup, her ladyship's woman, past all forgive- 
jKess, because her ladyship chooses Uiat I should not 
go naked about the house. 
. ^Not being much used to a coach, I am generally 
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sick with gitting backwards in one. This my lady 
knows perfectly well ; but since I entered into my 
•state of dependance, I am constantly obliged to let 
iier sit forwards alone in the daily airings that we 
take. upon the adjacent common. 

* You have already seen, Sir, that I do the*w<Mrk 
t>f most of the servants in the house : but I must now 
descend a little lower, and acquaint you with some 
id)ject employments, n^hich I am forced to submit to; 

' I have already hinted to you, that my lady has 
no ' real friendshijp for either man or woman. Her 
afiections are settled upon the brtlte creation, for 
whom she expresses incredible tenderness. You 
-would take her monkey to be her eldest son by the 
care she shews of him ; and she could not be more 
indulgent to her favourite daughter than she is to her 
lap-dog ; she has a real friendship fbr her parrot ; 
and the other day she expressed much more joy at 
the safe delivery of a beloved cat, than she had done> 
some mouths before, at the biith of her grandson. 

^. It is my province to tend, wait upon, and serve 
this favourite part of the family. I am made an- 
swerable fbr sdl their faults ; and if any of them are 
4^ick,.it is I that am to blame. It was through my 
negligence that Pug broke my lady's finest set c^ 
china ; and my forgetting to give Veny her dinner 
was the occasion of the dear creature's illness* 
Poll's .silence is often attributed to my ill usage; 
and the murder of two or three kittens has been 
most unjustly laid to my charge. 

' I now come to some grievances of another kind) 
.which I am almost ashamed to own, but which are 
necessary to be told. 

* My lady has, for the humour in her eyes (by-the- 
by I make all her eye-water), three issues ; one in 
each arm, and one in her back. Now it happened 
that her own woman being one day confined to her 
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bed, I was desired to perfiona the operati<m<tf dress-* 
ine them in her stead ; and unfortunately I acquit- 
ted myself of the task so much to my lady^s satis* 
fiictioD, that Mrs. Pinup has been turned out <^ that 
office, which is given to me, and I am afraid it is a 
place for life. 

* There was another thing happened to me last 
year which deserves to be inserted in this letter, and 
which, thou^ it made me cry, will, I am afraid^ 
make otiber people laugh. 

* Lady Mary, out of the few teeth she had left, had 
one that had the impudence to ache and keep her 
ladyship awake for two nights together ; upon this, 
Mr. Mercvy the surgeon, was sent for, who, upcm 
viewing the affected part, declared immediately for 
extraction. This put my lady into a terrible agony : 
she declared she never nad a tooth drawn in her life, 
and that she could never be brought to undergo it) 
nnless she saw the same operation, performed upon 
somebody else in her presence* Upon this all the 
servants were summoned, and she endeavoured to 
persuade them one after another to have a tooih 
dtown, for her service ; but they all refused, and 
chose rather to lose their places than their teeth. 
Lady Mary addressed herself to me, and conjured* 
me by the long friendship that had subsisted be** 
tween us ; and by all the obligations I had already to 
her,. and those ^e was determined to confer upon^ 
me^ to grant her this request. I blush to tell you 
that r yielded, and parted with a fine white sound 
tooth: but what will you say when I also tell you,, 
^at after I had lost mine, Mr. Mercy was at last 
sent away without drawing her ladyship's. 

^ Lady Mary takes great quantities of physic, and 
part of my business is to prepare and make up the 
doses; but what is. still worse, her ladyship will 
swallow nothing till I have tasted it in her presence*. 
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I also make and administer all the water«gruel that 
she drinks with h^r physic, and am forced to attend 
her with camomile tea, when she takes a vomit. This 
last is hard duty, as it not only makes me constantly 
sick, but as often stains my only gown and apron. 

* I have now, Sir, done with all my bodily hard* 
ahips, and shall proceed to a grievance, which lies 
heavier on me than all I have already mentioned ; I 
mean that perpetual sacrifice of truth, which I am 
forced to make for her ladyship's service. ' 

'Lady Mary is about sixty-five, and labours under 
a vice, which sometimes persons of the same sex and 
age are subject to ; I mean that of telling long and 
improbable stories. She has a fine invention, which 
often carries her beyond the bounds even of possi* 
bility. She deals largely in the marvellous, and 
whenever she perceives that she has made the com^ 
pany stare a little too much, she constantly appeals 
to me fo( the truth of a fact which I never heard be. 
fore ; but of which I am declared to have been an 
eye-witness. 

' Another grievajice is, that my lady being much 
the richest person in the neighbourhood is tho- 
roughly convinced that nobody of an inferior for- 
tune can eyer be in the right in any dispute which 
may happen between them ; and as her ladyship's 
arguments are generally very weak, so her passions 
are very strong ; and what she wants in reason she 
makes up in anger, which sometimes rises to abuse : 
and in all these disputes, she never fails to apply to 
me as an equitable judge, for my decision of the con- 
test : whix;h appeal being accompanied with one of 
Colonel Hernando's looks, sentence is immediately 
pronounced in her favour; for what can reason or 
argument do against fear and poverty ? These un- 
just judgments have made all the neighbours my 
enemies, who imagine also, that by this behaviour of 
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mine^ I must be h^ly in my lady's good graces, so 
that they hate what they ought to compassionate, 
and envy what they should rather pi^. It is the 
same case in erery quarrel that happens between her 
ladyship and her own relations. I am made the 
witness and judge in every cause ; and I own v^ry 
freely that my testimony is generally false, and my 
judgment pardal : so that upon the whole my ndgh- 
hours hate me, the family detest me, and my lauiy 
herself does not love and cannot esteem me. 

' Ton are now, Sir, fully informed of the wretdled 
life I lead; and as I dare say that there are many 
who pass their days exactly in the same manner,, 
you will do them and me a singular service by print- 
ing this letter. My lady takes in your paper, and 
lends it about to all the neighbours; and there are 
some features of my condition too strongly drawn to 
be mistaken by any of my acquaintance. A ccMn- 
mon likeness would not have been sufficient : but 
such a caricature as I have painted, must strike and 
be known at first sight, and perhaps may contribute 
to change my scene fbr a better. But one thing I 
am sure of, which is, that no alteration that can 
happen to mefifom the publishing this paper, can be 
for the worse. . I am. Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant. 

Mart TruicavJ 
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Exilis domas est, ubi non Qt multa snpersonti 

£t donunoiii fallimt et prosunt faribus. — — Hob. 

' To Me. Fitz^Adam. 
<SIR» 

* Therb is a species of luxury, which thou^ you 
must often have observed, I do not find that you 
have hitlierto taken notice of, I mean that extrava- 
gance of expense, which people of all ranks and con- 
ditions are daily running into in the article of fumi* 
tnre. In the houses of the great (not to mention the 
profusion of French x>mament, and costly glitter of 
every room) the meanest utensils of. the lotchen are 
ail of plate. But it is not upon the follies of other 
people that I am going to descant; it is of mysdf 
and my country-house, or rather of my wife and her 
villa, that I intend to be particular^ The house I 
am speaking of, together with a very considerable * 
estate, was left me by an uncle in the city, with 
whom I lived from the age of sixteen. As he in- 
tended me for trade, you may be sure he gave me 
no other education (ahttle school learning excepted) 
than what was necessary for a counting-house* But 
finding myself at his death in possession of a plan- 
tiful fortune, I resolved to commence gentleman; 
and accordingly disposed of my effects in business, 
and took a house at the other end of the town. 

' Here I became acquainted with a lady of quality, 
who^ though she had the highest notions of birth, 
yet from so trifling a circumstance as want of for- 
tune, condescended to give me her hand, notwith- 
standing flie meanness A my family, and the differ- 
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eiic« of our educations. As I thought myself ex- 
tremely honoured by an alliance with so great a lady, 
I gave the management of every thing into her 
hands, and grew as indolent as if I had really been 
a man of fashion. My wife was a woman of exceed- 
ing fine taste as it is called ; or in other words, one 
who liked to have every thing about her in the new- 
est and most expensive manner. As soon as I 
brought her to my country-house, I thought she 
would have fainted away at the sight of my furni- 
ture ; the whole* of it (to use her own words) was so 
frightful, so odious^ and so out of taste ! Her up- 
holsterer must be sent for that instant! for : there 
was no enduring life in the midst of so much anti- 
quated lumber. I forgot to tell you that I had en- 
tirely new-furnished' the house about three months^ 
before ; but though every thing was extremely good 
and neat, I must do my wife the justice to own^ 
there was very little in it but what was of real use. 
Eai'ly the next day down comes the upholsterer. 
'' Lord, Mr. Kifang,'* says she, *' I am glad you are 
come. Pray rest yourself a little ; but I am afraid 
^ you can't find a chair fit for a Christian to sit down- 
upon. Such seats! such backs! such legs! such — 
but they are so of a piece with the rest of the furni- 
ture ! — Dear Kifang, I am glad you are come !*' So 
without waiting for his reply, or suffering him to sit 
down, she conducted him through all the apartments, 
except the offices, which indeed she has never once 
condescended to visit since her becoming mistress 
of my family. 

^ Mr. Kifang, who is said to be of Chinese extrac-? 
tion, and who must be allowed to understand his 
business as well as any man alive, agreed perfectly 
with her la'ship, and observed, " that such out-of- 
fashion things might do well enough for a citizen ; 
but that persons of quality and distinction, who had 
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a taste and all that, should have scmiething foreign 
and 8upeib> and quite in anotfaer-gueto sort of a man* 
tier/' In shorty Sir, by the indefatigable zeal of this 
jChineseui^lstereT, in about four months my faou8< 
was entirely new furnished ; but so disguised and al- 
tered, that I hardly knew it again. — ^Aere is not a 
hedf a table',. a chair, or even a grate, that is* not 
twisted mto so many ridiculous and grotesque figures, 
and so decorated widi the heads, beaks, wings, and 
daws of birds and beasts, that Milton's 

Gorgons, and bydrasi find chimeras dire, 

are not to be compared with them. Every room is 
completely covered with a Wilton carpet; I suppose 
to save the floors, which are all new-laid, ^d in the 
most expulsive manner. In each of these rooms is 
a pair or two of stands, supported by different figures 
of m^ior beasts, on which are placed branched of 
Chelsea china; representing lions, bears, and^other 
animals, holding m their mouths or paws sprigs of 
bay, orange, or myrtle ; among the leaves of which 
are fixed sockets for the reception of wax candles, 
which by dispersing the Hght among the foliage, I 
own, make a very agreeabte appearance. But I can 
aee no use for the lions and bears : to say the truth, 
I cannot help thinking it a little unnatural, for it is 
well known mat all kinds of savages are afraid of 
fire* But this I submit to you, having observed of 
late several wild beasts exhibited on the stage, with- 
out their shewing the least surprise at the lamps, or 
even at the loud shonts of applause which have been 
bestowed upon them from the galleries. The upper 
(apartments of my house, which were before hand- 
somely wainscoted, are now hung with the richest 
Chinese and India paper, where all the powers of 
fency are exhausted in a thousand fantastic figures 
of birds, beasts and fislie£(, which uever had exist- 
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eQce. And what adds' to the curiosity is, that the 
fishes are seen flying in the air, or percmngupon the 
trees ; which puts me in mind of a passage I learnt 
at school (for I have not absolutely forgot my Latin)^ 

Delphinum sylvis appingit 

the oddness of which, I suppose, was the reason of 
my remembering it. 

^ The best, or, as my wife calls it, the state bed- 
chamber, is furnished in a manner that has half 
undone me. The hangings are white satin, with 
French flowers and artificial moss stuck upon it with 
gum, and interspersed with ten thousand spangles^ 
beads, and shells. The bed stands in an alcove, at 
the top of which are painted Cupids strewing flowers^ 
atid sprinkling perfumes. This is divided from the 
room by two twisted pillars, adorned with wreaths 
of flowers, and intermixed with shell-work. > In this 
apartment there is a cabinet of most curious work-» 
manship, highly finished with stones, gems, and shells^ 
dispersed in such a manner, as to represent several 
sorts of flowers. The top of this cabinet is adorned 
with a prodigious pyramid of china of all colours^ 
shapes, and sizes. At every corner of the room are 
great jars filled with dried leaves of roses and jessa- 
mine. The chimney-piece also (and indeed every 
one in the house) is covered with immense quanti<* 
ties of china of various figures ; among which ietre 
TalapoiDs and Bonzes, and all the religious orders 
of the east. 

' The next i^oom that presents itself is my wife's 
dressing-room ; but I will not attempt to describe it 
to you minutely, it is so full of trinkets. The walls 
are covered round with looking-glass, iiiterspersed 
with picturesmade of moss, butterflies, and^ea-weeds. 
Under a very magnificent Chinese canopy stands the 
toilette, ifarnished with a set of box^s of gilt plate 
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tor combs, brushes, paints, pastes, patches, poma- 
tums, powders, white, gray, and blue, bottles of hun- 
gary, lavender, and oi^nge-flower water, and, in 
short, all the apparatus for disguising beauty. Here 
she constantly pays her devotions two hours every 
momjng ; but what kind of divinity she adores, may 
be safer for you to guess than for me to tell. By this 
time I' imagine you will conceive my house to be 
much fuller of furniture than my head. Alas ! Sir, 
I am but a husband, and my wife is a woman of 
quality* But I could submit with some degree of 
patience to all this folly and expense, if my children 
(and I have two fine boys and a girl) were not either 
kept cldse prisoners in the nursery, or driven into 
the kitchen among the servants, to prevent their 
playing about the rooms, and making havock of the 
crockery. 

* I have a thousand other curiosities in my house, 
of which I neither know the uses nor the names. 
But I cannot help mentioning the gjravel-walks, rivers, 
groves, and temples, which on a grand day make their 
appearance at the. dessert. For you are not to sup- 
pose that all this profusion of ornament is only to 
gratify my wife's curiosity ; it is meant as a prepara- 
tive to the greatest happiness of life, that of seeing. 
company. And I assure you she gives about twenty 
entertainments in a year to people for whom she has 
no manner of regard, for no other reason than in the 
world than to shew them her house. In short. Sir, 
it is become so great a sight that I am no longer 
master of it ; being continually driven from, room to 
room, to give opportunity for strangers to admire it. 
But as we have Lately missed a favourite Chinese 
tumbler, and some other valuable moveables, we 
have entertained thoughts of confining the show to 
one day in the week, and of admitting no persons 
what^ever without tickets ; unless they happen to 
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he acquainted with Use names, ^ least, of some at, 
my wife's relations. For my own peurt, if ^ery 
thing in the house was stolen, it would give me less 
concern than I have felt for many years post at 
every India sale, or at the shortest yisit that she 
has made at Deard's : for I find to my sorrow, that 
as my furniture increases, my acres aiminish; and 
that a new fashion never fails of producing a fresh 
mortgage* 

* If you think my case may be of service to any of 
those husbands who are unhappy enough to be mar* 
ried to wives of taste, you have free leave to publish 
it from, 

Sir, youar most humble servant, 

Samveii Szmplz/ 
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I HAVE received no less than four letters from my 
friend Nic. Limbertongue, since last Thursday was 
three weeks, at which time I had the honour of ex- 
hibiting his character and history in this paper. But 
all I dare do with these letters is, to give a short alK 
stract of them to my readers ; my friend having en-^ 
tered so minutely mto family secrets, and (as he 
assures me upon his honour) with the strictest re- 
gard to truth, that I myself should be the tell-tale if 
I gave them to the' public in the manner I received 
them. 

In the first of these letters he gives me the history 
of the third lying-in of a young lady of fashion near 
St. Jameses, who is at present only m her nineteenth 
year, and who lives with a very pious old aunt, and' 
passes for a pattern of modesty and virtue. He aW 
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favours me with the names and cfaajracters of two 
gentlemen, who hare the honour, separately, of 
passing the evening with this young lady, without 
«ther suspecting the other <rf being any tiing more 
than a visiting acquamtance. 

The second letter contains the secret memoirs of 
a woman of (|uality, whose husband is just upon the 
point of parting with her for indiscretion. Till th^ 
reading of this Tetter I confess myself to have had a 
very inadequate idea of the meaning of this word. 
To be indiscreet, it seems, is for a married woman 
to listen to the addresses of one, two, or half a dozen 
lovers; to make assignations with them separately; 
to declare her hatred to her husband, and to admit 
her said lovers to every liberty but one. All this, 
provided the lady be detected in some of her closest 
familiarities, is to be indiscreet: and though the virtue 
of such a lady is not to be called in question, yet 
«very body has a right to say that she has been guilty 
of indiscretions. 

My friend's third letter is a good deal too waggish 
for the sobriety of this paper. It is die iustory of a 

E arson and his two maids, whom he calls Rachel and 
eah. To say the truth, I have another reason for 
suppressing this letter, which b, that the doctor 
happens to be the rector of my own parish, and 
^setting Rachel and Leah, and eating and drinking, 
out of the question) is really a very continent and 
abstemious man. 

The fourth and last letter is a voyage from Vaitx*- 
tiall to Whitehall, in a dark night under a tilt,; per* 
formed by persons of distinction of both sexes. * All 
that I shall inform my readers of this voyage is, that 
it appears from the journal of it (which was kept by 
one of the passengers, and communicated to my 
friend) to have been a very tndtscreetone; and that 
in the latitude of WestouiiSterobxidge, Miss Kit^^ a 

XXVt. V 
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young country beauty of eight^n, was heard to say 
with great quickness to a colonel of the guards, who 
sat next to her, * Be quiet. Sir V and to accompany 
her words with so smart a slap on the face, that the 
centre arch rung i^ain; upon which her aunt, who 
was one of the party, took occasion to observe, ' That 
her niece would always be a country girl, and know 
nothing of the world/ 

Having now taken sufficient notice of my friend 
•Limbertongue's letters, I shall leave my readers to 
animadvert upon them, and devote the remainder of 
this paper to a female correspondent. 

*To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

^ I am a young woman, boni to no great fortune, 
but from the' indulgenkse of my parents, am so happy 
as to enjoy the advantages of a good education. I 
have really a handsome face, have a natural gentility 
about me, walk as well as any body, and am told by 
my mother, and have heard it whispered a thousand 
times by the maids, that I am a clever girl. 

* It was my fortune some time ago, when I was 
upon a visit in the country, to make a hole in a gen- 
tleman's heart, a$ he sat in the next pew to me at 
church : and as I am above disguises, I shall confess 
very freely that I was equally struck. I took a 
j^easure in looking at him from the first moment I 
saw him ; and it was no trifling satisfaction to me, 
that as often as I dared squint that way, I found his 
eyes to be fixed fully upon mine. 

^ As he was known to the lady at whose house I 
was entertained, it was matter of no great difficulty 
for him to introduce himself to my acquaintance. 
I inquired into his character, and was told that he 
was a gentleman addicted to no kind of vice; that his 
fortune was a very handsome one ; that he had great 
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sensibility s^nd generosity ; but that he. was extremely 
quick*signted to the foibles of women. I was not 
much pleased with this last information; but having 
a. pretty good opinion of myself, I did not doubt that 
I should so hamper him with discretion and beauty, 
that he could not possibly escape me. 

' To be as short as I can, he soon made proposals 
to me in form, which, after the usual hesitations, were 
in form accepted. My parents were written to upon 
the occasion, and eyery thing was preparing for our 
happiness, when Alphonso (for so I shall call him) 
was unfortunately summoned to a distant part of the 
country, to attend the last moments of a near rela- 
tion. There was no disobeying this cruel summons ; 
and with a thousand protestations of unalterable love^ 
away he went. 

^ During his absence, which happened to be much 
longer than, I believe, either of us wished, the fashion 
came up among the Is^ies of wearing their gowns c^ 
the shoulders ; and though my skin was rather of the 
brownest, and I had also the misfortune of having a 
large scar across my bosom, I immediately pared 
away six inches of my stays before and behmd, and 
presented myself to him at his return in all the naked- 
ness of the fashion. I was indeed greatly astonished, 
that as he was running into my arms with all the 
eagerness of a long absent lover, he stopt of a sudden 
to survey me, and after giving me only a cold salute, 
and inquiring how I did, sat himself down for about 
a quarter of an hour, and then wished me a good night* 

f It really never occurred to me, to what accident 
I was to attribute so mortifying a change, till early, 
the next morning I was let into the secret by the 
following letter : 

"MADAM^ 

" To have but one defect in your whole perscm, 

u2 
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and to display it to the world with so much paiasy 
is to betray a want of that prudence, without which 
the marriage state is generally a state of misery. I 
must therefore take Ae liberty of telling you, that 
my last visit was paid yesterday, and that my last 
letter waits only till I have subscribed myself, 
Madam> your most obedient, humble servant, 

* You may imagine, Mr. Rtz-Adam, into what 
awkward confusion and distress this letter threw me. 
At first I reproached the inconstancy of my lover, 
and called him the basest and most perfioious of 
men ; but when my passion was abated, and I- began 
seriously to reflect upon my incautious behaviour, I 
could not help allowing that he had reason on his 
side ; though I hope you will be of opiiuoii, that his 
letter is a little too mortifying, and his resolution 
too hasty. 

^ Some months have elapsed since I have woni tlie 
willow; and i have at present hardly any expecta- 
tion of being restored to grace; though if Aiphonso 
had thought it worth his while to make any inqui- 
ries about me, he would have known that ever since 
the discovery of that fatal scar (^liiich T can assure 
him upon my honour was only occasioned by a bum) 
I have worn my stays as high, and pinned my gown 
as decently, as his hard heart would desire; and not- 
withstanding the very warm weather we have had 
this summer, I have never made a visit, or appeased 
any where in public, but in a double handkerchief, 
and that too pinned under my chin. 

* I have two reasons. Sir, for troubUng yon with 
this letter, and desiring your publication of it. The 
first is, that my lover may see now penitent I am for 
my fault ; and the second, to do service to two ladies 
of my acquabtance : one of which has a most dis- 
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consolate length of face, which she makes absolutely 
firightfal by wearing the poke of her cap quite back 
to her pole; the other, with the feet and legs of a 
Welsh porter, is for ever tripping it along the Mall 
in white shoes and short petticoats. If I cannot be- 
nefit myself, it will be some little satisfaction to have 
been a warning to my friends. 

I am, Sir, your most unfortunate humble servant, 

Celimeka. 

^ P. S. Since my writii^ this letter I have some 
distant hope that my lover may come about again ; 
having been informed of a sa3ring of his to a friend, 
^* That in spite of the scar upon my bosom, my ap^ 
p^arance that night put him in mina of a book lately 
published, callea heaven open to aU menJ^ ' 
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07 all the eastern stories that have hitherto made 
their appearance in English, there is not one that 
conveys so perfect and beautiful a moiral as that of 
the Prince Ruzvansdhad and the Princess Chehe- 
ristany, in the first volume of the Persian Tales. 
RuzVanschad was King of China, and Cheheristany 
princess of an island of Genies. They fell despe- 
rately in love, with each other, and after the usual 
delays, were married in due form in the island of 
Cheheristan, where the lady was queen. But before 
the solemnization of this^ marriage, the Princess of 
Ihe Genies addressed the King of China in the fol- 
lowing manner ; M am not going,' said she, ^ to 
make your Majesty any unreasonable request, though 
the power I have over you, and the superiority of my 
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aatme, dakn obedienoe in all things: I thoU only 
demand a promise horn you, that ton tfao hcmoHr of 
your queen, and for our mutual happnesa, you irill 
blindly comply with me in every thing I have a min4 
to do. The Genies are never in the wrong. If there- 
fore at any time my actions should happen to appear 
unaccountable and extravagant, say within, yourself 
my wife has reason for what she does : for it is im- 
possible that we should live together in love and 
harmony, unless you implicitly believe that I am al- 
ways in the right.' The King, accosding to thauni- 
versal custom of lovers, promised very readily to 
think in all things as his Princess would have him ; 
and the marriage was celebrated with all imaginaMe 
splendour. 

The sequel of the story informs us, that his. Ma- 
jesty of China did not absolutely keep his royal pro- 
mise ; for that upon certain trifling occasions, such, 
for instance, as Uie Queen's flinging her son into the 
fire, giving her daughter to be devoured by a wild 
beast, destroying the provisions of his whole army, 
and the like (which are only allegorical expressions, 
signifying a mamma's givii^ up her son to the fire 
of his passions^ carrying her daughter to the mas- 
quera^, and consuming the substance of her hus- 
band), he not only thought ker in the wrong, but 
had tiie rashness to tell her so. Here begins the 
misery of this roy»l and oo^e ^^^PPy coufSe ; the 
Queen separates herself from her husband, and at 
the end of ten whole years, consents to cohi^t^tion 
upon no other terms dian a renewal of the old pro- 
mise, ratified by an oath. The story adds, that the 
King of China, having seen his error, never failed to 
acknowledge the wisdom of his Queen in all she did, 
and that they lived to an extreme old age, the hap^ 
piest monarchs -df the East. 

If every husband in En^nd was to road this 
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story lught and raoming till he hsA got it by heart ; 
aad> m imiftatioB of the King of China, if he would 
consider himaelf as a mete son of Adam, and his 
wife of the superior nature of the Genies, the happi- 
ness of his life would in all probability be secured ; 
for I am fully persuaded that all the infelicities of 
the niarried state are occasioned by men's finding 
fault with the conduct of their wiyes, and imagining 
themselves to be fit^r for govemment than for obe- 
dience. 

For my own part, I have always looked upon the 
husband to be the head of his wife, just in the same 
manner as a fountain is the head of a stream ; which 
only finds supplies for its wanderings, without di- 
recting the current which way it shall flow. It may 
]K)S8ibly be objected that wives are commanded in a 
certab book, called the Biblie, to be obedient to 
their husbands ; but a lady of my acquaintance, 
who is a great casuist in divinky, seams to have set 
this matter in a true light, by observing, that as 
most of the commentators upon the New. Testament 
have agreed that some of its particular commands 
and prohibitions are merely local and temporary, 
and intended only as cautions to the Christians 
against giving scandal to the Jews and Heathens, 
among whom they lived ; she makes no manner of 
doubt that obedience to husbands was among the 
number of these commands, and that it might be 
light to observe it in the infancy of Christianity, but 
not now. 

Many persons, as well Christians as others, are 
of opinion, that to command is neither the province 
of the wife nor the husband ; and that to advise or 
entreat is all that either has a right to. But this I 
take to be wrong poUcy ; for as every private family 
is a little state withm itself, there should be a supe- 
rior and laws, or all will be anarchy and confusion : 



224 WORKD. H^40. 

and as it is indisputable tliat the wife knows more 
of family afiairs tiian the husband^ there is nO rea- 
son in the world for taking the conunand out of her 
hands. 

Every body sees that when men keep tnistressea 
they commence subjects under an absolute tyranny; 
and that a wife should have less authority, is, in my 
own private opinion, a very hard case ; especially if it 
be considered, that she is not only, one flesh with her 
husband, but as the universal phrase is, his better 
part. Every body knows too, that good-humour 
in a wife is the most necessary, of all the virtues to 
secure the happiness- of a husband ; and how is her 
good-humour to be preserved, if she is to be under 
perpetual control? It is no new discovery, that the 
first wish of a woman is power ; if therefore you 
give the sceptre into her hand, and entreat her to 
say and do according to her own good pleasure, it 
would be almost impossible for her to be always out 
of teinper. 

But the subordination of husbands will appear to 
be of greater necessity, if it be considered how unfit 
ahnost every man is to govern himself. I have 
known husbands of hopeful dispositions^ who, from 
being ieft entirely to their own management, have 
run into every excess of riot and debauchery ; when 
it has been obvious, that had their wives exerted the 
proper authority over them, they would have, made 
the soberest and meekest men alive. How thankful 
therefore ought we to be, that our wives are inclined 
to take upon themselves the troublesome office of 
government, and to leave to their husbands the easy 
duty of obedience, which a child of six years old. is 
as capable of performing, as his father of forty ! 

I -have indeed heard it objected, that all women 
are not sufficiently, qualified for the government of 
their husbands. But by whom is this objectiou 
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made? By some obstinate old bachelor, who, for 
want of conTersing with the sex, has formed very 
erroneous opinions of their dignity and abilities. To 
decide this question, I would only appeal to those 
husbands who have lived in a constant state of sub- 
jection to their wives ; and if any one of them dare 
tell me that he has once wished to be his own mas- 
ter, I will be a bachelor in unbelief. It has also been 
objected, that the tyranny of a wife may sometimes 
be a tittle more absolute than the husband may wish 
it to be : but it has always been a maxim, that an 
absolute monarchy is the best, provided that we 
know, and have a right of choosing our ruler ; the 
husband therefore should be satisfied with a small 
extension of the prerogative, whose monarch is not 
only of his own choosing, but one whom he has 
courted to reign over him. 
. It is matter of no small satisfaction to me, that by 
vindicating the sovereignty of the ladies, I am doing 
service to my kin^ and country ; for while men are 
kept under a continued state of subjection at home, 
they will submit with more alacrity to the laws, and 
feel a deficiency of those spirits, which, for want of 
proper control, might lead them into riots, insur- 
rections, and rebellions. It were to be wished in- 
deed that the ladies would drop the study of national 
politics, and confine themselves to family govern- 
ment only : for while a husband is no other than the 
vassal of his wife, a female Jacobite (unless she 
should ' happen to be ugly or an old maid) may 
be a dangerous creature. I shall therefore conclude 
this paper by recommending it to the administration 
to have a particular eye to those seminaries of fe- 
male learning, known by the name of Boarding- 
schools. It might not be improper if the oaths of 
allegiance and abjuration were to be administered 
to the superiors and mademoiselles of such colleges, 
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or if the head of his present majesty KingsGeorge 
was'to'be worked' by every pretty Miss at the bot- 
tom of her sampler. 
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As the writers of the two following letters are of 
a sex for which I have the sincerest regard and ve- 
neration, I have made no delay in committing them 
to did press, not doubting that the evils they com- 
plain of will excite the attention of my readers. 

* To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 

'SIR, 

^ I am a very hearty old maid of seventy*-three ; 
but I have a parcel of impertinent nephews and 
nieces, who, because I have kept my good-humour, 
will needs have it that I have parted with something 
else. Pray, Mr. Fitz-Adam, be so kind as to tell 
these graceless relations of mine, that it is not im- 
possible for a woman to have two virtues at a time; 
and that she may be merry and chaste^ as well as 
merry and xoise. But as I am always to be teased 
upon this subject, I have some thoughts of re- 
nouncing my virginity, to secure my good-humour ; 
for I am afraid that by contending with them every 
day for what they say I have lost, I shall run the 
hazard of losing in reality what they allow me to 
possess. I beg your advice in this critical affair, 
and am, Sir, your most humble servant, 

Prudentia Holdfast/ 

In answer to Miss Holdfast, I shall only say that, 
if I was to be teased out of my virginity, it should 



U** 41. WORLD. '227 

be by the most impudent fellow living) sooner than 
by these undntiful relations. 

• MR. FITZ-ADAM, 

^ I am a young woman of fashion, and a great ad- 
mirer of a town life. But it has been my misfortune, 
for these three months past, to be condemned to the 
odious country, and the more odious diversions of it ; 
and this incompliance to an old-fashioned aunt, who, 
excepting her two daughters, ahd the company they 
keep, is the most odious thing of all. But it is not 
for the sake of abusing my friends or of ridiculing 
the country, that I trouble you with this letter ; I 
iiave really escaped such dangers in this retirement^ 
that I mean it as a caution to my sex against giving 
up the innocent amusements of a town life, for the 
destructive pleasures of woods and shades. 

^ I had hardly been a week at my aunt*s before I 
lost all the delicacy of quality ; and from the palest 
complexion in the world, and no appetite (the best 
proofs of high birth, and of keeping good company), 
I began to look as rosy as a milk-maid, and to eat 
like a plough-boy. I shall never forget the awkward 
compliments that were made me upon those defects ; 
■but a new mortification succeeded, which removed 
-me still farther from upper life, and had like to have 
-killed me. I- began absolutely, Mr. Fitz-Adam, to 
grow fat. What was to be done now ? Why I must 
walk forsooth ? I wondered they did not bid me fly ; 
for to a woman of condition, who had never stirred 
out of doors but in her chair, flying seemed as easy 
as walking. But my disease was desperate, and so 
must be my cure : in short, they taught me how to 
walk, and in less than a week I verily believe I had 
travelled a mile. 

^ And now I was teased upon another account. — 
My cousins, who were grown quite intimate with me, 
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and who were what they call neat girk, were per- 
petaally finding fault with the looseness of my morn- 
ing dress. I really pitied their ignorance, but could 
hfl^ly forbear laughing when I saw them come down 
as pnm to breakfast, as if they were dressed for 
yisitors. It was in vain for me to tell them that wo- 
men of fashion were above such regards : I was again 
forced to comply, and to stick pins into my clothes, 
as if dressing for a drum. 

M am far from denying that air, exercise, and 
neatness, contributed to my health ; but I remember 
with confusion the alteration they produced. I had 
lived in the polite circle to the age of five-and-twenty 
without conceiving an idea of the other sex, any far- 
ther than what related to their uses in public places, 
a treat upon the water, or a party at brag. Indeed, 
the perpetual hurry of a town life puts all other 
things quite out of one's head. But idleness is the 
root of all evil. In less than a fortnight my heart 
told me that I had passions as well as appetites. To 
deal plainly with you, Mr. Fitz-Adam, for want of 
something to do I fell desperately in love, With 
shame I confess it, I was caught I know not how ; 
for my rustic, though he paid me particular re- 
gards, and was a handsome felloe with a good es- 
tate, had no one accomplishment upon earth to re- 
commend him to a woman of fahion. His educa- 
tion had been at the university, where he had pur- 
sued nothing but his studies. He knew nobody in 
town but people whom nobody knows; had been at 
court but once : detested play, and had no ideas of 
routs and drums. His virtues (for my aunt and cou- 
sins were continually talking of them) reached no 
farther thaq a little charity to the poor ; a vast deal 
of what they call good-nature ; abundance of duty 
to the old lady his mother, and a ridiculous fond- 
ness for a sister, who was one. of the plainest women 
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lerersaw. But in affairs of gallantry, or the fashions 
of the town^ he -was as ignorant as a Hottentot. He 
wottld sometimes^ indeed, make a party with us at 
whist for half-H^owns, which he called deep play; but 
as to shuffling, fazzing, changing of seats, hints to a 
partner, setting up honours wiuiout holding diem, 
and the like, which are the ess^itials of the game, he 
was an absolute ideot. He considered cards, he 
said, only as an amusement, and was perfectly indif- 
ferent whether he won or lost. Yet in spite «)f my- 
self, and so contemptible an animal, I was really m 
love with him. Nay, so entirely did he possess me, 
that I contriyed to be ill, and to keep my chamber 
three mornings together, to engage him alone. But 
would you think it, Mr. Htz*Adam ; if he approach- 
ed to toudi my hand, I had such frights and fears 
about me, that I hardly knew where I was. I trem- 
bled at every word he spoke to me ; and had he 
offered at those trifling liberties, which eyeir fine 
genUeman is admitted to in town, and which the 
strictest modesty would only cry pish at, I verily be- 
lieve I should have died. But his country education 
was the saving of my life. His intentions, I per- 
ceived, were, to make a wife of me ; a character, 
which of all characters in the world I had the ffreal> 
est aversion to ; as, in all probability, it would con- 
nect me with the cares of a mother, and a thousand 
ridiculous duties and affections, that a well-bred wo- 
man has really no time for. Yet this deplorable 
creature I had certainly been, if he had not all of a 
sudden (for what reason I know not, unless he thinks 
it a crime for a lady to be a little witty upon the 
Bible) taken a crotchet into his head of treating me 
like a stranger. The man is 'most evidently mad ; 
for instead of directing all his discourse to me as 
usual, he is for ever caballing with my youngest cou- 

XXVI. X 
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sin, and talking by the hoar in praise of a country 
education. 

' But thanks to my stars, there is a place called 
London ; where, in a very few weeks, the business 
of play, and the amusements of polite life, shall cure 
.me of my folly, and restore me to my complexion. I 
shall fly to the brag-table as to an asylum against 
the passions. It is there that love is never thought 
-of. The men have no designs, nor the women tempta- 
tioBs^ It puts me in mind of the state of inno- 
cence which our first parents fell from : the sexes 
may meet naked, and not be ashamed, nor even 
know that they are naked. 

' It would take up too much of your paper to en- 
force the advantages of play, by laying before you 
the evils it prevents. Scandal was never heard of 
at a. card. table : the question when we meet is not 
who lost her honour last night? but who her money ? 
We need never go to church to ridicule the parsons^ 
or stay at home to be the plague of husbands or ser- 
vants. In short, if women would escape the pursuits 
of men, the drudgery of wives, the cares of parents, 
and the plagues of home, their security is play. I 
know of notmng that can be said against it, but that 
it may possibly lead to ill-nature, quarrels, cheating, 
and ruin. I am. Sir, 

Your constant reader, and most humble servant, 

Sophia Shuffle.* 
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It is a common phrase, when we speak of a person 
who has nothing remarkably bad in his disposition, 
that he is a good sort of a ma^ ; but of these good sort 
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ofnwn there are multitudes to be met with, who are 
more troublesome and offensive than a swarm of gnats ^ 
within one's bed-curtains. 

A good sort of man is sometimes he, who from' 
shallowness of parts, and a narrow education, be- ^ 
lieVes every action of mankind, that is not calcu- ' 
lated to promote some pious or virtuous end, to be 
blamable and vicious. He prescribes to himself 
rules for the conduct of life, and censures those who 
differ from him as immoral or irreligious. Walking 
in the fields on a Sunday, or taking up a newspaper, 
is an offence against Heaven. I have heard a young 
lady severely reprimanded for reading a Spectator 
upon that day ; and I have known it prophesied of 
a boy of eight years old, that he would certainly be 
an atheist, for having written God with a little g, 
and Devil with a great D. In the opinion of this 
good sort of a man, to say Lord bless me^ is a breach 
of the third commandment ; and to affirm upon one^s 
word, that this or that thing is true or false^ is down- 
right swearing. 

To such ^aracters as these, the infidelity of 
others may in some measure be owing. To avoid 
one extreme we are apt to run into another ; and 
because one man happens to believe a great deal 
too much, another is determined to believe nothing 
at all. 

During the usurpation of Cromwell, we were a 
nation of psalm- singers; .which is the best reason I 
can give for the inundation of bawdy songs that ' 
poured in upon us at the Restoration : for though the 
king and his court weire indefatigable in the propa- 
gation of wantonness (and every body knows how 
apt men are to copy the manners of a court), they 
would have found^it a very hard task to debauch the 
whole kingdom, if it had not been a kingdom of en- 
thusiasts. 

X 2 
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Another, though leas mischieYOtts ^ood iort <fa 
man is he, who, upon every occasion, or upon no oc- 
casion at all, is teasing you with advice* This gen- 
tleman is generally a very grave personage, who hiqp- 
pening either to have outlived his passions, or to haye 
been formed without any, regulates all his actions by 
the rule of prudence. He visits you in a momingy 
and is sorry to hear you call those persons your 
friends who kept you at the King's-Arms last night 
after the clock had struck twelve. He tells you of 
an acquaintance of his, of a hundred and two years 
old, who was never up after sun-setting, nor a bed 
after sun-rising. He informs you of those meats 
which are easiest of digestion, prescribes water-gruel 
for your breakfast, and harangues upon the poison 
of made dishes. He knows who caught a fever by 
going upon the water, and can tell you of a young 
lady who had the rheumatism in ail her limbs by 
wearing an India persian in the middle of October. 
If at a jovial meeting of friends, youhappened to have 
drank a single glass too much, he talks to you of 
dropsies and inflammations, and wonders that a man 
will buy pleasure in an evening, at the hazard of a 
head-ache in the morning. That such a person may 
be really a good sort of a man^ and that he may give 
his advice out of pure humanity, I am very ready to 
allow ; but I cannot help thinking (and I am no ad- 
vocate for intemperance) that if it was not now-and- 
then for giving prudence the slip, and for a little, 
harmless playing the fool, life would be a very insi- 
pid thing. 

A third good. sort of a man, is one who calls upon 
you every day, and tells you what the people say of 
you abroad. As how ' Mr. Noakes was very warm ' 
in your praises, and that Mr Stiles agreed with him 
in opinion; but that Mr. Roe and Mrs. Doe, who 
by-the-by pretend to be your friends, were conti- 



nually comine in with one of their ill-natured ifs. 
But they are like the rest of the world. You have 
a thousand enemies, though you do nothing to de- 
serve them. I wonder what could provoke Mr. A. 
to fall upon you with so much violence before Lady 
B. : but then to hear Mr. C. and Miss D. who are 
under such obligations to you, join in the abuse, was 
what^ Town/ 1 &d not expect. But there is no sin- 
cerity among us ; and I verily believe you have not , 
a friend in the whole world besides myself.' Thus 
does he run on, not only lessening you in your own 
opinion, but robbing you of the most pleasmg satis- 
£ftction of life, that of thinking yourself esteemed by 
those with whom you converse. If you happen to 
be in any public character, the Lord have mercy 
upon you ! for unless you can stop your ears to the 
croakings of these ravens, you must be miserable in- 
deed. There are very few good sort of men that are 
sQore pernicious than these : for as almost every man 
in the world is curiousofknowmg what another thinks 
of him, he is perpetually listening to abuaies upon 
himself, till he grows a hater of his kind. It is for 
this reason that dissimulation is often to be ranked 
among the virtues ; for if every man of your acquaint- 
ance, instead of assuring you of his esteem and re- 
gard, was to tell you that he did not care a straw for 
you (which twenty to one is the truth), the motives 
to benevolence would be entirely destroyed ; and 
though the * loving those that hate us' be a precept 
of Christianity, it would puzzle me to name a Chris- 
tian of my acquaintance, who has grace enough to 
practise it. 

A fourth good sort of a man, and with whom I shall 
conclude this paper, is the man of ceremony. But 
as this character is drawn from the life by one of my 
correspondents who has felt the inconvenience of tt^ 
I shall give it tp my readers in his own words. 

X 3 
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•Ma FITZ-ADAlt» 

* I belong to a club of very honest fellows in tbe 
city, who meet once a week to kill care ancLbe m- 
nocently meny. Every one of as used to sing his 
song or tell his story for the entertainment of his 
friends, and to be good-naturedly jocose upon the 
foibles of the company. But all our merriment has 
been at a stand for some time, by the admission of a 
new member, who it seems is a person of very fine 
breeding. You must know that he is our superior in 
fortune ; from which consideration, we shew him a 
great deal of respect. At his entrance into the clnb- 
room we all rise from our chairs, and it ianot till 
he has paid his compliments to each of us separately, 
and kept us standing for near a quarter of an hour, 
that he entreats us to be seated. He then hopes we 
are all perfectly well, and that we caught no colds 
that day se'nnight by walking home from the club ; 
for that the night was foggy, or it was rainy, or it was 
cold, or it was something or other, that gave him a 
good deal of pain till he saw us again. After we 
have all made our bows, and assured him of our ex- 
qeeding good healths, the inquiry begins after our 
ladies and families. He is always so unfortunate as 
to forget the number and names of our children, for 
which he most heartily begs pardon, and hopes the 
dear little creatures, whom he has not the pleasure 
of knowing, will forgive him for want of his memory. 
Tbe finishmg this ceremony generally takes us up 
about an hour ; after which, as he is the first man of 
the club, it is necessary, in point of good manners, 
that he should find us in conversation ; and to say 
the truth, since his admission into our society, we 
have none of us a word to say, unless it be in an- 
swer to his inquiries. And now it is that we are en- 
tertained with the lustory of a dinner atLadyFidfad's, 
at which Were present Lord and Lady Lavender, Sir 



K* 43u WORLDS 335 

Nicbcdas Pkktooth, and a world of pdite company. 
He names every dish to us in the order it was plttced, 
teik u& how the company was seated^ the compli- 
ments that passed^ and, in short, every thing Uiat 
was said : which, though it mav be called polite 
conversation, is certainly the dullest I ever heard 
in my life. By this time we generally begin to look 
upon our watches : a bill is called for, and after a 
contention of about three minutes who shall go out 
last, we return to our homes. 

* This, Sir, is the true history of our once jovial 
club : and as it is not impossible that this well-bred 
gentleman may be a reader of the World, I trouble 
you with this letter, and entreat your publication of 
it; for with so much good-manners as he is un- 
doubtedly master of, he will absent himself from our 
society when he knows how miserable he has made 
us. f am, Sir, your very humble servant, 

Francis Hearty.' 
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I HAVE devoted to-day's paper to the miscellaneous 
productions of such of my correspondents as, in my 
own opinion, are either whimsical enough, or witty 
enough, tobe entertaining to my readers. 

* To Mb. Fxtz-Adam. 
•SIR, 

M am an Englishman and a Patriot, but neither a 

Freeholder nor an Independent Whig. I am neither 

a Craftsman nor a Fool, but a Freethinker, and a 

Plain-dealer; a steady Champion for virtue, and a 

sharp Protester against vice. 
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' I am. a daily inspector of my neighbours' actions, 
and take a Monthly Review of my own; yet do not 
assume the title of Censor or Guardian ; being con- 
tented with the office of Monitor or Remembrancer. 
My enemies nevertheless will call me a Tatler, a 
Busybody, an Impertinent, &c, 

' I am a great Reader, and a Lover of polite lite* 
rature. I am sometimes an Adventurer abroad, 
sometimes a Rambler at home, and rove like the 
Bee from Museum to Museum, in quest of knonf- 
ledge and pleasure. 

^ I am an Occasional Writer too ; in a fit of gaiety 
I am a Humourist, in a fit, of seriousness a Moral- 
ist ; and when I am very angry indeed, I scourge the 
age with all the spirit of a Busby* 

' To conclude, I am not an idle Spectator, but a 
close Examiner of what passes in the World, and 
Mr. Fitz-Adam's 

Admirer and humble servant, 

Philocosmus.' 

This letter guts me in mind of the following ad- 
vertisement in a late Daily Advertiser. * Whereas 
Thomas Toovey, snufiman, who is lately removed 
from the Blackamoor*s-head in Piccadilly to the 
shop, late the Crown and Dagger, three doors lower, 
and hopes for the continuance of his friends custom.' 

^And there it ends. I should have been more 

obliged to my correspondent, if after his Whereas 
that he was an Englishman, a Patriot, a Freeholder, 
&c. he had thought proper to inform me what purpose 
he was all this. But I have the pleasure of hoping 
that this epistle is only an introductory discourse to 
a larger work : and as such I have given it to the 
public without addition or amendment. 

'SIR, 

^ If it would not be meddling with religion (a sub- 
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ject which you have declared s^ainsl touching upon) 
I wish you would recommend it to all rectors, vicars, 
and curates of parishes, to omit the prayer, com- 
monly used in the pulpit before sermon, the petition 
for Jews, Turks, and Infidels. For as the Jews, 
since a late act of parliament, are justly detested by 
the whole nation ; and as it is shrewdly suspected 
that a bill is now in agitation for naturalizing the 
Turks, wise men are of opinion that it is no business 
of ours to be continually recommending such people* 
in our prayers. Indeed, as for the Infidels, who are 
only our own people, I should make no scruple of 
praying for them, if I did not know that persons of 
fashion do not care to hear themselves named so 
very particularly in the face of the congregation. I 
have the honour of an acquaintance with a lady of 
very fine understanding, who assures me that the 
above-mentioned prayer is absolutely as terrible to 
her as being churched in public : for that she never 
hears the word Infidel mentioned from the pulpit^ 
without fancying herself the stare of the whole rab- 
ble of believers. 

' As it is certainly the duty of a clergyman to avoid 
giving ofience to his parishioners ; and as our ha- 
tred to the Jews, our alarms about the Turks, and 
the modesty of persons of quality, are not to be 
overcome, 1 beg that you will not only insert 
this letter in the World, but that you will also 
give it as your opinion that the petition should be 
omitted. 

I am, Sir, your most humble servant, 

I. M.' 
^MR. FITZ-ADAM, 

* Now the theatres are open, and the town is in 
high expectation of seeing Pantomimes performed to 
the greatest advantage, it would not be improper if 
you would give us a paper upon that subject. Your 
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predecessor the Spectator, and the Tatler before 
hiro, used frequently to animadvert upon theatrical 
entertainments ; but as those gentlemen bad no ta- 
lents for Pantomime, and were partial to such en-^ 
tertainments as themselyes were able to produce, 
they treated the nobler compositions with unwarrant- 
able freedom. Happy is it for us, that we liVe in an 
age of taste, when the dumb eloquence, and manual 
wit and humour of Harlequin is justly preferred to 
the whining of tragedy, or the vulgarity of comedy. 
But it grieves me, in an entertainment so near per. 
fection, to observe certain indelicacies and indeco« 
rums, which, though they never fail of obtaining the 
approbation of the galleries, must be extremely. of*, 
iensive to the politeness of the boxes. The indelica* 
cies I mean, are the frequent and significant wrig<* 
glings of Harlequin's tail, and the affront that Pierot 
is apt to put upon the modesty of Columbine, by 
sometimes supposing, in his ' searches for her lover, 
that she has hid him under her petticoats. That 
such a supposition would be allowable in comedy, I 
am very ready to own ; the celebrated Mrs. Behn 
having given us in reality what is here only supposed. 
In a play of that delicate lady's, the wife, to con- 
ceal tJie gallant from her husband, not only hides 
him under her petticoats, but, as Trulla did by Hu- 
dibras, straddles over him, and holding her husband 
in discourse, walks backwards with her lover to the 
door; where, with a genteel love-kick, she dis- 
misses him from his hiding-place. But that the 
chaste Columbine should be suspected of such an 
indelicacy, or that Pierot should be so audacious as 
to attempt the examination of premises so sacred, 
is a solecism in Pantomime. Another impurity that 
gives me almost equal offence, is. Harlequin's tapping 
the neck or bosom of his mistress, and then kissing 
his fingers. I am apprehensive that his behaviour is 
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ft little bordering upon wantonness ; which in the 
character of Harlequin, who is a foreigner, and a 
fine gentleman, and every thing agreeable, is as ab- 
surd as it is immodest 

' When these reformations can be brought about, 
every body must allow that a Pantomime will be a 
most rational and instructive entertainment ; and it 
iff to be hoped that none but principal performers 
will be suffered to have a part in it. How pleased 
will the town be this winter to read in one of the ar- 
ticles of news in the Public Advertiser, ** We hear 
that at each of the theatres^royal there is an entire 
new Pantomime now in rehearsal, and the princi- 
pal parts are to be performed by Mr. Garrick, Mr. 
Woodward, Mr. Mossop, Mrs. Gibber, and Mrs. 
Pritchard, at Drury-lane : and at Covent-garden, 
by Mr. Qiiin, Mr. Lun, Mr. Barry, Miss Nossiter, 
&c." It is not to be doubted that a Pantomime so 
acted would run through a whole season to the po- 
litest as well as most crowded audiences. Indeed, 
I have often wondered at the good humour of the 
« town, .that they can bear to see night after night so 
elegant an. entertainment with only one performer in 
it of real reputation. 

* It was very well observed by a person of quality, 
« That if Mr, Addison, Dr. Swift, and Mr. Pope, 
were alive, and were unitedly to write a Pantomime 
every winter, provided Mr. Garrick and Mrs. Gibber 
were to do the principal parts, he verily believed 
there would not be a hundred people at any one rout 
in town, except it was of a Sunday," If it be from 
no other consideration than this, I am for having Pan- 
tomimes exhibited to the best advantage: and though 
we have no such wits among us. as his lordship was 
pleased to name, we are reckoned to have as good 
Carpenters as any age has produced ; and I take it, 
that the most striking > beauties of Pantomimical 
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composition are to be ascribed to the Catpenter more 
thao to the Wit. I am, Sir/ 

Your constant reader and most humble servant, 

S.W.' 
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*To Me. Fitz-Adam. 
• SIR, 

* A JUST LT-admired poet of our own times, speaking 
in reference to his art, tells us, that 

True wit is nature to advantage dress'd, 

What oft was thought, but ne'er so well expressed. 

* The same, it is presumed, may be said of almost 
every kind of writing. Europe is at present so much 
enlightened^ that it is hardly possible to strike out a 
single notion absolutely new, or Which has never 
been touched upon by somebody before us. Reli- 
gion, philosc^hy, and morality, in particular, have 
been so thoroughly canvassed, that such as would 
treat upon those subjects now, have scarce any 
thing left them, but to set some beaten thought in a 
different light, and, like a skilful cook, endeavour to 
make the fare of yesterday palatable again to-day, 
bv a various dressing. If it can be got down and 
digested, there are always hopes of its conveying 
some nourishment; and whether it be taken for 
turtle or venison, pheasant or moor-game, beef or 
mutton, is not a farthing's matter, so it be relished 
by the guests. Whether I am possessed of any 
part of diis skill, must be left to the decision of 
each person's taste. All I dare engage for is, that 
no unwholesome ingredient shall enter into my com^ 
position, and if, on the one hand^ it should be in- 
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sipid, on the other, it shall be ^ harmless as ia bit 
of dry bread. 

' But to my subject. The comparison of man's 
life to a journey, and the conclusions usually drawn 
from thence, are not the less true for being trite and 
common. When we reflect, that to be excessively 
anxious for the wealth, honours, and pleasures of 
this transitory world, is just as ridiculous as it would 
be to torment ourselves because our accommoda- 
tions at an inn (which we are to quit the next 
morning) are not sufficiently sumptuous, the aptness 
of the allusion stares us in the face : the assent is 
extorted while the mind dwells upon it : and people 
of every persuasion^ however they may disagree iti 
other propositions, concur in this, as in a self-evi^- 
dent axiom. 

^ Tet herein do we resemble the case of him, who 
IS said in Scripture, to behold his figure in a gi^Sy but 
straight forgetteth what manner of man he xoas; and,las 
if a fatality hung over us, our memories are still 
found worst, in tibe matter that concerns us most ; 
namely, in the acquisition of Tranquillity, that sum' 
mwn bonum on this side the grave. A Heathen 
could tell us, that this inestimable treasure lies at 
our feet ; but that we giddily stumble over it, in the 
pursuie of bubbles. On these we bestow all our 
strenuous exertions; the other has only indolent 
wishes. 

* But if we are candidates in earnest for this tem- 
poral felicity, and which at the same time lead^ by 
the smoothest road to the celestial, the first step 
should be to discover what that is, which opposes 
and excludes it : and as it is utterly impossible that 
two contraries should peaceably inhabit the same 
breast, let us resolve to drive out the aggressor. 

^ That perturbations of every land are capital 
enemies to Tranquillity, speaks itself: but it may 
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require some scrutiny to discern that the common 
parent from whence most of these proceed, is Pride. 
I say, most of these ; for if want, pain, fear, and in* 
temperance be excepted, it is presumed that few ob- 
stacles to serenity can be imagined, which are not 
fairly deducible from this single vice. 

' The inimitable Mr. Addison, in one of his Spec- 
tators, mentions guilt and atheism, as the only war- 
rantable precluders of cheerfulness ; nor is it here 
intended to controvert his superior judgment : this 
being merely an essay to prove that Pride is the 
great source from whence almoU every other species 
of guilt flows. And as for atheism, it may, I think, 
without much torturing the argument, be placed to 
the same account. 

' But let us first try the truth of this proposition, 
upon actual or practical vices, as distinguished from 
speculative errors : and thence discover to what de- 
gree they may be said to hold of this lady paramount ; . 
consequently, how far we are. indebted to her for the 
miseries which fill the world with complaints. 

' Sickness, pain, fear, want, and intemperance, 
bave already been excepted, as productive of dis- 
orders in the soul, which derive not immediately from 
this origin : at least, it can hardly with propriety be 
said, that a person is proud of a disease, of cow- 
ardice, or of indigence ; though it has been observed, 
that some have had the preposterous folly to glory , 
in being lewd, a drunkard, or a glutton. 

* Whether human nature be capable of bearing up 
with cheerfulness and indolence against these evils 
(from what cause soever arising) is a, question fo- 
reign to the present business, which is to excite 
every thinking person strictly to examine the cata- 
logue of vices, one by. one;, and then. to ask his 
own he£u:t what: resemblance they bear to the pro-^ 
Jific parent here assigned them ; and itis,presumcd> 
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that nothing more is necessary than the holding up 
the progeny to view, in order to ascertain Uieir 
descent. 

' It may be gathered from the most authentic testi- 
mony, that her first-born was Ambition; brought 
to light in the days of your namesake Adam^ and 
ever since, whether cl&ui in a red coat,, and armed 
with a scimitar and firebrand, or in the more gentle 
habit of a statesman, courtier, beau, lawyer, divine, 
&c. still confesses the kindred in every feature and 
action. It is not very material in what order the 
subsequent issue were produced. But that envy, 
hatrec^ malice, tyranny, anger, implacability, re- 
venge, cruelty, impatience, obstinacy, vior nee, 
treachery,, ingratitude, self-love, avarice, profusion ; 
together with the smaller shoots, detraction, imper- 
tinence, loquacity, petulance, affectation, &c. do all 
derive from this Mater Families, will,. I persuade my« 
self, most evidently appear to a curious observer. 

* To enumerate the mfinite disorders and calami* 
ties that disperse themselves from this root, intrude 
into every place, and are incessant plagues to indi- 
viduals, as well, as to society, were an endless task. 
Who shall tell the secret pangs of the heart in which 
she is planted ? But her baleful influence is discerni- 
ble, wherever two or three are gathered together. 
Even at the altar, and whilst the tongue,, in com- 
pliance with the ritual, is uttering the most humiUat- 
ing epithets, you shall perceive her inconsistently 
tricked out, and by a thousand fantastic airs, at- 
tracting the worship of the assistants, from the Deity 
to herself. 

' Trace her from the court into the city: and 
there, from the general trader, to the retailer, me- 
chanic, and pedlar ; thence into the country,, from 
the 'squire, to the farmer and day-labourer : descend 
as low as to the scavenger, cmmney-sweeper^ and 
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night-man; still, through all their dirt and filth, 
you may occasionally ducem her. 

* Nor Ib her parental dominion confined to the 
climates or nations called ci^ized. Travel to the 
poles, or into the burning zone ; among the Bramins, 
Banians, and Facquars ; among the Iroquois, Cani- 
bals, and Hottentots; even there shidl you meet 
with the operations of this Primum Mobile* What, 
but the arrogance of superior merit, instigates the 
first of these to assume a right of domineering over 
the consciences of their fellows, and damning the 
souls of those who difier from them ? And for the 
Hottentots, who that reads the accounts of the in^ 
science with which they torment, before they eat 
their enemies, can doubt whether they are actuated 
by hunger or haughtiness ? In a word, from the feuds 
that lay waste whde kingdoms, down to the sickly 
spleen which devours the slighted coquette, or the 
fine lady superseded in her place, we need look no 
farther for Uie author of the griefs which poison our 
peace. 

^ In relation to matters purely speculative, none 
who are ever so little conversant in them, can be at 
a loss for numerous instances of the havock made 
with learning, truth, and religion, by the dogmatical 
imposition of hypotheses and systems, invented by 
men of more power than knowledge ; and the no less 
arrogant prohibition of new lights, which might de- 
tect the fallacy, or otherwise clash with an assumed 
all-sufficiency. Hence was the asserter df the An- 
tipodes persecuted in the inquisition. Hence all the 
mischiefs arising from enthusiasm, hypocrisy, hi- 
gotrv, and zeal. Hence — but I am entering into 
a field too wide for the limits of an ordinary epistle^ 
Yet having mentioned the possibility of accounting 
for atheism by the same way, I shall here only ap- 
peal to your readers, whether that man is simply a 
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fooly or if he must not necessarily be a very con- 
ceited fool, who says in his heart there is no God't 

^ And now, Sir, should it be asked to what pur- 
pose this epistle ? or where the remedy ? it is an- 
swered, that the utility of such a discussion (which 
for the sake of the World, I could heartily wish had 
been more accurately handled) must be obvious; 
for by this means the hydra being reduced to one 
head, it becomes a more compendious task to cut 
off that one, than to vanquish a legion successively 
sprouting out from different stems : or to change the 
allusion, the recipe, instead of applying to the infi- 
nite variety of symptoms, might be comprised in two 
words> — banish Pride : as indeed this disease, preg- 
nant of so many others, is most emphatically cau- 
tioned against in six words of Holy Writ Pride 

was not made for num. I ami Sir, &e/ 
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-Necte Coronam 



Postibus Juv. 

* To Mr. Fitz-Adam. . 
• SIR, 

, < There is hardly a greater instance of ill-nature, 
or a more certain token of a cruel disposition, than 
the abuse of dumb creatures; especially of those who 
contribute to our advantage and conveniency. The 
doing an ill office to one who has intended us no harm, 
is a strong proof of inhumanity : but unkindness to 
a benefactor is both inhuman and ungrateful. 

* But it is not my intention at present to animad- 
vert upon our barbarity to the animal creation : if 
you will accept of so unworthy a correspondent, I 

Y 3 
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may take another opportunitv of sending you my 
thoaghls upon that subject : the business of thb let. 
ter isy only to yindicate from reproach a poor inani- 
mate being, vulgarly called a Post, which every 
body knows is held in the lowest contempt, yet 
whose services to mankind entitle it to a very high 
degree of regard and veneration. 

* " As stupid as a Post," is a phrase perpetually 
made use of. If we want to characterize a fool, or 
a man absolutely without an idea, the expression is, 
** as stupid as a Post." — ** As dull as a Beetle," is a 
term I have no dislike to; nor have I any great ob- 
jection to *' as grave as a Judge,'' which I have con- 
sidered as a synonymous phrase, ever since I saw an 
old gentleman in company extremely angry at being 
told he looked grave; when it was observed by a 
third person, that grave in the dictionary was vide 
dull. But though it is admitted that me idea of 
dulness may be illustrated by a beetle, and the idea of 
gravity by a judge, I positively deny that stupidity 
and a post have any similitude whatsoever. 

* It is well known, that the ancients, and more 
especially the Egyptians, the wisest nation of them 
all, paid the greatest degree of veneration to several 
inanimate things. Almost all vegetables were con- 
sidered as gods, and consequently worshipped as 
such. Leeks and onions were particularly esteemed; 
and there was hardly a garden to be seen that was 
not overrun with deities. Now I own that I have 
no such superstitious regard for a Post, as to recom- 
mend its deification ; nor am I for making it minister 
of state, as Caligula did his horse; I only think, that 
when it is undeservedly branded into a proverb of 
contempt, common jusdce requires its vindication. 

* In former ages, how much Posts were esteemed 
appears from what Juvenal says of them : 

OmeAtar Postes, et grandi janiia laaro ; 
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where we «ae that thev were crowQed with laurel. 
Virgil^ likeirise» ia describing the destruction of Troy, 
saySy tbat the womien, in the height of despair, 

Amplezsqae tenent Postei, atqao oscola figunt; 

without doubt to take an affectionate leave of them. 
And old EnniuSy knowing that they were in some 
measure sacred, employs no less a person than the 
Goddess Discord herself to demolish them : 



-Discordia tetra 



Belli ferratos Postes, porta»que refregtt. 

. ^ But before I consider the service of Posts to 
mankiiid in g^neral^ I shall take this opportunity of 
adcnowledgiiiig the obligation which I have person* 
idly received froni oile dE them, and which may very 
possibly bias me in favour of the whole fraternity. 
. * I was travelling very lately, where I was entirely 
ignorant of the road, in a part of England too far 
from toWn for the common people to give that ra- 
tional direction to a stranger, which they do in and 
about London; and too near it, as i afterward 
found, not to relish strongly of its vices. Coming at 
fauBt to a place, where the road brianched out into 
different paths, I was quite at a stand, till seeing a 
country fellow passing by, I inquired the road to 
Bisley. " To Bisley I" says he, scratching liis head, 
and looking up in my face, — ** Where did you come 
from. Sir?" I was nettled a good deal at the fellow's 
useless and impertinent question, especially as it be- 
gan to grow dusk ; however, that I might ^t what 
instruction from him I could, I satisfied him. He 
ihen, after having attentively looked round the coun- 
try, and informed me I might have come a nearer 
wiy, gave me to understand, " That he could not well 
tell, but that I wai not above two miles from it." — 
" P — X take the fellow !" says I, " he is as stupid as 
a Post," and rode on : but I had hardly gone a hun- 



248 waRLD. N*» 45. 

dred jards before I discovered a Post, which very 
good-naturedly held out his finger to shew me the 
road, and informed me in a few words that I had 
still three miles to go. I followed the advice of this 
intelligent friend, and soon arrived at the endn)f my 
journey, ashamed and vexed at the ingratitude I had 
been guilty of, in abusing so serviceable a guide. 

' If a man reflects seriously with himself, as I did 
then, he will find that Posts are very far from being 
so stupid as they are imagined to be. I may safely 
venture to assert, that they have all negative wis- 
dom. They neither ruin their fortunes by gaming, 
nor their constitutions by drinking. They keep no 
bad company ; they never interfere either m matters- 
of party or religion, and seem entirely unconcerned 
about who is in favour at court, or who out. Though 
I cannot say that their courage is great, they never 
suffer themselves to be affronted unrevenged; for 
they are always upon the defensive, though they sel- 
dom give the challenge. Drunkards they have a 
particular aversion to ; nor is it uncommon for a man, 
though the fumes of wine may have made him insen- 
sible at night, to feel the effects of their^ resentment 
in the morning. In short, they seem devoted to the 
service of mankind ; sleeping neither day nor night, 
nor ever deserting the station which is >• assigned 
them. One thing I own may be justly laid to their 
charge, which is, that they are often guilty of crud 
behaviour to the blind ; though I thmk they amply 
repay it, by lending support to the lame. 

' I could enumerate several sorts of Posts, which 
are of infinite service ; such as the Mill-post, the 
Whipping-post, the Sign-post, and many others: I 
shall at present content myself with making a few 
observations on the two last, the Whipping-post and 
the Sign-post. 

* If to put in execution the laws of the land, be of 



any service ta the nation, which few I think will 
deny, the benefit of the Whipping^post must be very 
apparent, as being a necessary instrument of such 
an execution. Indeed, the service it does to a coun- 
try place is inconceivable. I myself knew a man 
whahad proceeded so far as to lay his hand upon a 
tsilver spoon, with a design to make it his own ; but, 
upon looking round, and seeing a Whipping-post in 
his way, he desisted from the theft. Whether he 
suspected that the Post would impeach him or not, 
I will not pretend to determine ; some folks were of 
opinion, that he was afraid of a Habeas Corpus. It 
is likewise an infallible remedy for all lewd and dis- 
orderly behaviour, which the chairman at sessions 
generally employs it to restrain, nor is it less bene- 
ncial to the honest part of mankind than the dis- 
honest : for though it lies immediately in the high 
road to the gallows, it has stopped many an adven- 
turous young man in his progress thither. 

* But of the whole family of the Posts, 1 know none 
more serviceable than the Sign-post, which, like a 
bill of fare to an entertainment, always stands ready 
without door, to inform you what you are to expect 
within. The intent of this has been very much per- 
verted, and accordingly taken notice of by your pre- 
decessor the Spectator, He was for prohibiting the 
carpenter the U9e of any sign bat bis saw ; and the 
shoemaker but his boot, and with great propriety ; 
for the proverb says, ne suior ultrd crepidcm. And 
indeed it is reasonable '' every shop should have a 
sign that bears some affinity to the wares in which 
it deals :" for otherwise, a stranger may call for a yard 
of cloth at a bookseller's, or the last World atajinen- 
draper^s. But when these things are adjusted^ nothing 
can be of greater service than a Sign-post ; inasmuch 
as it instructs a man, provided he has money in his 
pocket, how he may supply all hb wants ; and often 
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directs the hungry traveller to the agreeable perfumes 
of a savoury kitchen : from ivhence it is imagined that 
the common expression comes, of smelling a Post. 

* Thus, Mr. Fitz-Adam, you see how much we are 
indebted to these serviceable things, called Posts : 
and I think it woujd be a great instance of your 
goodness, to endeavour to correct the world's ingra^ 
titude to them ; since it is grown so very notorious, 
that I have known several, who owe all they have to 
a Post, industrious to undervalue its dignity, and 
make its character appear ridiculous* 

I am, Sir, your most humble servant, 

W. R. 

* N. B. All posts of honour, posts in war, letter 
posts, and post the Latin preposition, though they 
spell their names in the same manner, are of a quite 
different family ; nor do I undertake to plead in their 
behalf, knowing that most of them are in too flou- 
rishing a condition to stand in need of an advocate.' 
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< To Mr. Pitz-Adam, 
•SIR, 

* " When arich man speaketh," says the son of Sirach, 
*^ every man holdeth his tongue ; and lo ! what he 
sayeth is extolled to the clouds : but if a poor man 
speak, they say,. What fellow is this?" I had a 
mortifying opportunity yesterday, of experiencing 
the truth of tiiis observation. 

< It is not material that I should tell you who or 
what I am ; it will be enough to say, that though I 
dine every day, and always make my appearance in 
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a clean shirty I have no thoughts of offering myself 
as a candidate for a borough at the nest general 
election, nor am I quite so rich as a certain man of 
fashion, who took such a fancy to me this summer in 
the country, as hardly to be easy out of my company. 

* This great person came to town last week for 
the winter ; whither I was called upon business soon 
after; and having received a general invitation to his 
table, I went yesterday to dine with him. Upon my 
being shewn into the parlour, I found him sitting 
with two yoimg gentlemen, who, as I afterward 
learnt, were persons of great quality, and who, before 
I was bid to sit down, entered into a short whisper 
with my friend, which concluded with a broad stare 
in my face, and the words " I thought so," uttered 
with a careless contempt, loud epough for me to hear. 

^ I was a little disconcerte'd at this behaviour, but 
was in some measure relieved by a message a few 
minutes after, that dinner was upon the table. We 
were soon seated according to form ; and as the con- 
versation was upon general subjects, or rather upon 
no subject at all, and as the having something to 
say enables a man to sit easier in his chair, I now 
and then attempted to put in a word, but I found I 
had not the good fortune to make inyself heard. 
The playhouses happening to be mentioned, I asked 
very respectfully if any thing new was to be exhi- 
bited this season? Upon which it was observed, 
*^ That the winter was come in upon us all at once, 
and that there had been ice in Hyde-park of near 
half an inch thick !" Upon my friend's taking notice 
that there had been a very great court that morning, 
I took occasion to inquire how the King did? when 
it was immediately remarked, '^ That the opera this 
reason would certainly be a very grand one ^* As I 
was a proficient in music, and a friend to the ItaHan 
opera; I hoped to be attended to, by saying some<* 
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thing in favour of so elegant an entertainment : but 
before I had proceeded Uirouglihalf a sentence, the 
conversation took another turn, and it was unam- 
moiisly agreed, '^ that my Lord Somebody's Green- 
land dog was the finest of the kind ever seen in 
England.*' It was now high time for me to have 
done ; I therefore contented myself with playing the 
dumb man till the cloth was removed, and then took 
my leave. 

< At my return to my lodgings, I could not help 
thinking that it was not absolutely impossible for 
great men to be very ill-bred : but however that 
matter may be, I shall eat my dinner at the chop- 
house to-day, notwithstanding. I have just received 
a card from my friend, to tell me, *^ &at he dines 
alone, and shall be quite unhappy without meJ" 
I am. Sir, your most humble servant, ' 

F. B.' 

* MR. FITZ-ADAM, Bath, Oct. the 29th, 175S, 

* Among the many inventions of this wise and po- 
lite age, I look upon the art of not knomng people to 
be one of the greatest. But for fear the term should 
be a little too technical for many of your I'eaders, I 
shall explain it at large* What Imean is, that per- 
sons of distinction shsJl meet their inferiors in public 
places, and either walk, sit, or stand close -at their 
elbows, without having the least recollection of 
them; whom, but a week or a day before, they have 
been particularly intimate with, and for whom they 
have professed the most affectionate reeard. As 
you have taken no notice of this art, in all probabi^ 
lity the professors of it have escaped you; but as I 
have lately been the subject of its fullest exertioii, I 
beg leave to trouble you with a few words upon the 
occasion. 

M am a clergyman of some fortune, though no 
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}>refenneDt ; and knowing that I had many friends 
at the Bath this season, I came hither last week to 
enjoy the pleasure of their conyersation. The morn- 
ing after my arrival I took a walk to the pump-room, 
Inhere I had the honour of seeing a noble lord, a ha* 
ronet, and some ladies of quality, with whom I was 
very well acqliainted: but, to my creat surprise, 
though I stood at the distance of only two or three 
yards from them, I did not perceiye that any one of 
them knew me. I have dined several times with 
his lordship, have frequently drank tea with the la- 
dies, and spent two months this summer with the 
baronet, and yet am throwing myself in their way 
every morning, am sitting next mem in the roomd 
every evening, nay, playing at cards with them at the 
same table, without their having the least remem-^ 
brance of me. There is also a very genteel family 
in the place, in which I have been so extremely in- 
timate, that according to the song, 

I have drank with the father, have talk'd with the mother, 
HaiTe romp'd with the sister, and gam'd with the brother ; 

but, for what reason, I know not, unless it be in 
imitation of the lords and ladies above-mentioned, 
with whom they happened to be acquainted, I do 
not find that any one of them has the least know- 
ledge of me. 

' I hate looked in the glass above a hundred times^ 
from a suspicion that my face must have undergone 
some extraordinary change, to occasion this total 
want of recollection in my friends'; but I have the 
satisfaction to find that my eyes, nose, and mouth, 
are not only remaining, but they stiand as near as I 
can guess, in the very individual places, as when my 
friends knew me ; and that their forgetfulness is al- 
together owing to this new-invented art; an art, 
which it seems nohebut persons of fashion, or a few 
very genteel people who have studied under theiRi 
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can make themselves mast^ of. But it is an art 
that will undo me, if a living which my friend the 
noble lord has been so good as to assure me of, 
should happen to become void while I am in this 
place : for how can I suppose that his Lordship will 
give that to an entire stranger, which he has so long 
ago promised to an intimate acquaintance? 
I am. Sir, your humble servant, 

'Abraham Adams.' 

I have taken the first opportunity of publishing 
these letters, not from a conviction that the writers 
of them have any cause of complaint, but from a de- 
sire of removing false prejudices, and of doing justice 
to the character of great people. As for the son of 
Sirach, whom the first of my correspondents has 
thought proper to quote, every body knows that his 
writings are apocryphal ; and as to the matter com- 
plained of, namely, that a private man cannot make 
himself heard among lords and great folks, it is the 
fault of nature, who it is well known has formed the 
ears of persons of quality only for hearing one an- 
other. My other correspondent, who is piqued at 
not being known, is equally unreasonable : for he 
cannot but have observed at die playhouses and other 
public places, frgm the number of glasses used by 
people of fashion, that they are naturally short-sight- 
ed. It is from tiiis visual defect, that a great man 
is apt to mistake fortune for honour, a service of plate 
for a good name, and his neighbour's wife for hi& 
own. His memory is in many instances as defective 
as his sight Benefits, promises, and payment of 
debts, are things that he is extremely liable to forget. 
How then is it to be wondered at, that he should for- 
get an acquaintance? But I have always observed 
that there is a propensity in little people to speak evil 
of dignities; and that where real errors are wanting 
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(which is the case at present) they will throw out thefr 
invectives against natural defects, and quarrel with 
the deaf for not hearing them^ and with the blind 
for not seeing them. 

I could go near to write a whole paragraph in 
praise of great men, if I was not restrained by the 
consideration, that of all things in the world, they 
hate flattery. 
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* To M R. FiTX- Ad AM. 
•SIR. 

^ DiM-siOHTED as I am, my spectacles have assisted 
me sufficiently to read your papers. Permit me, as 
a recompense for the pleasure I have received from 
them, to send you an anecdote in my family, which 
till now has never appeared in print. 

' I am the widow of Mr. Solomon Muzzy; I am 
the daughter of Ralph Pumpkin, Esq. and I am the 
grand-daughter of Shr Josiah Pumpkin, of Pumpkin - 
hall in South- Wales. I was educated, with my two 
elder sisters, under the care and tuition of my ho- 
noured grandfather and grandmother, at the hall- 
house of our ancestors. It was the constant custom 
of my grandfather, when he was tolerably free from 
the gout, to summon his three grand-daughters to his 
bed-side, and amuse us with the most important 
transactions of his life. I took particular delight in 
hearing the good old man illustrate his own character, 
which he did, perhaps not without some degree of 
vanity, but always with a strict adherence to truth. 
He told us, he hoped we would have children, to 
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whom lome of his adveutures might prove useful 
and important. 

' Sir Josiah was scarce nineteen years old^ when, 
he was introduced at the court of Charles the Se- 
cond, by his uncle Sir Simon Sparrowgrass, wlio was 
at that time Lancaster herald at arms, and in great 
favour at Whitehall. As soon as he had kissed the 
king's hand, he was presented to the Duke of York, 
and immediately afterward to the ministers, and the 
mistresses. His fortune, which was considerable, 
and his manners, which were extremely elegant, 
made him so very acceptable in all companies, that 
he had the honoiir to be plunged at cmce into every 
polite party of wit, pleasure, and expense, that the 
courtiers could possibly display. He danced with 
the ladies ; he drank with the gentlemen ; he sang 
loyal catches, and broke bottles and glasses in every 
t&vern throughout London. But still he was by no 
means a perfect fine gentleman. He had not fought 
a duel. He was so extremely unfortunate, as never 
to have had even the happiness of a rencounter. The 
want of opportunity, not of courage, had occasioned 
this inglorious chasm in his character. He appeared 
not only to the whole.court, but even in his own eye, 
an unworthy and degenerate Pumpkin, till he had 
shewn himself as expert in opening a vein with a 
sword, as any surgeon in England could be with a 
lancet. Things remdned in this unhappy situajtion 
till he was near two-and-twenty years of age. At 
length his better stars prevailed, and he received a 
most egregious affront from Mr. Cucumber, one of 
the gentlemen-ushers of the privy-chamber. Cu- 
cumber, who was in waiting at court, spit inadver- 
tently into the chimney, and as he stood next to Sir 
Josiah Pumpkin, part of the spittle rested upon Sir 
Josiah's shoe. It was then that the true Pumpkin 
honour s^rose in blushes upon his cheeks. He turned 
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upon his heel, went home immediately, and sent Mr. 
Cucumber a challenge. Captain Daisy, a friend to 
each party, not only carried the challenge, but ad^ 
justed the preliminaries. The heroes were to fight 
in Moorfields, and to bring fifteen seconds on a side. 
Punctuality is a strong instance of valour upon these 
occasions. The clock of St. Paul's struck seven just 
when the combatants were marking out their ground, 
and each of the two-and-thirty gentlemen was ad- 
justing himself into a posture of defence against his 
adversary. It happened to be the hour for break- 
fast in the hospital of Bedlam. A small bell had 
rung to summon the Bedlamites into the great gal- 
lery. The keepers had already unlbcked the cells, 
and were bringing forth their mad folks, when- the 
porter of Bedlam, Owen Macduffy, standing at the , 
iron-gate, and beholding such a number of armed 
men in the midst of the fields, immediately roared 
out, ** fire, murder, swords, daggers, bloodshed !'' 
Owen's voice was always remarkably loud, but his 
fears had rendered it still loader and more tremen- 
dous. His words struck a panic into the keepers ; 
they lost all presence of mind ; they forgot their 
prisoners, and hastened most precipitately down 
stairs to the scene of action. At the sight of naked 
swords, their fears increased, and at once they stood 
open-mouthed and motionless. Not so the lunatics ; 
freedom to madmen, and light to the blind, are 
equally rapturous. Ralph Rogers the tinker began 
the alarm. His brains had been turned with joy at 
the Restoration, and the poor wretch imagined that 
this glorious set of combatants were Roundheads 
and Fanatics, and accordingly he cried out, " Li- 
berty and Property, my boys ! down with the Rump I 
Cromwell and Ireton are come from Hell to destroy 
us. Come, my cavalier lads, follow me, and let us 
knock out their brains." The Bedlamites imme* 
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diately obeyed, and with the tinker at their head, 
leaped over the ballisters of the 8tair*case, and ran 
wildly into the fields. In their way they picked up 
some staves and cudgels, which the porters and the 
keepers had inadvertently left behind, and rushing 
forward with amazing fury, they forced themselves 
outrageously into the midst of the combatants, and 
in one unlucky moment, destroyed all the decency 
and order with which this most illustrious duel had. 
begun. 

' It seemed, according to my grandfather's ob- 
servation, a very untoward fate, that two-and-thirty 
gentlemen of courage, honour, fortune, and quality, 
should meet together in hopes of killing each other, 
with all tliat resolution and politeness which belong- 
^edto their stations, and should at once be routed, 
dispersed, and even wounded, by a set of madmen, 
without sword, pistol, or any other more honourable 
weapon than a cudgel. 

' The madmen were not only superior in strength, 
but numbers. Sir Josiah Pumpkin and Mr. Cucum- 
ber stood their ground as long as possible, and they 
both endeavoured to make the lunatics the sole ob- 
jects of their mutual revenge, but the two friends 
were soon ovei^owered, ^nd no person daring to 
come to their assistance, each of them made as pro- 
per a retreat as the place and circumstances would 
admit 

' Many of the other gentlemen were knocked down 
and trampled under fpot. Soipe of them, whom my 
grandfather's generosity would never name, betook 
ihemselves to flight jp a very inglorious manner. An 
^seurl-s jjon was spied clinging submissively round the 
feet of mad Pocklington the tailor. A young baro* 
pet, although naturdly intrepid, was obliged to con- 
cesd himself at the bottom of Pippin Kate's apple- 
stall. A Shropshire squire of three thousand pounds 
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a-year, was discovered chin-deep, and almost stifled, 
in Fieet-ditch. Even Captain Daisy himself was. 
found in a milk-cellar, with visible marks of fear and 
consternation. Thus ended this inauspicious day. 
But the madmen continued their outrages many days 
after. It was near a week before they were all re- 
taken and chained down in their cells. During that 
interval of liberty, they committed many offensive 
pranks throughout the cities of London and .West- 
minster ; and my grandfather himself had the mis- 
fortune tp see mad Rogers come into the Queen's 
drawing-room, and spit in a duchess's face. 

^ Such unforeseen disasters occasioned some pru- 
dent regulations in the laws of honour. It was en- 
acted that from that time, six combatants (three on 
a side) might be allowed and acknowledged to con- 
tain such a quantity of blood in their veins, as should 
be sufficient to satisfy the highest affront that could 
be offered. 

' Afterward, upon the maturest deliberation, as 
my grandfather assured me, the number six was re* 
duced to four; two principals and two seconds; 
each second was to be the truest and best-beloved 
friend that his principal had in the world : and these 
seconds were to fight, provided they declared upon 
oath, that they had no manner of quarrel to each 
other : for the canons of honour ordained, that in 
case the two seconds had the least heat or animosity 
one against the other, they must naturally become 
principals, and therefore ought to seek out for se- 
conds to themselves. 

* Having told you a very remarkable event in my 
grandfather's life, almost in his own words, and find- 
ing that the story has carried me perhaps into too 
great a length of letter, I shall not mention some 
curious facts relating to my father, and to poor dear 
Mr. Solomon Muzzy, of whom I am the unfortunate 
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and moumfiil relict. But I have at least the honour 
and consolation to be, Sir, 

Your constant reader, and 

most humble servant, 

Mary Muzzy.' 
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Though the demand for this paper has more than 
answered my expectations, yet the profits arising 
from it have not been so immense as to enable me, 
at this present time, to set up the one-horse chair 
which I promised myself at first setting out. For 
which reason, and for certain private objections which 
I cannot help making to a post-chaise, or a hired 
chariot, when I am inclined to make an excursion 
into the country, I either travel on foot, or, if the 
distance or the weather should make it necessary, 
I take my place in that sociable and communicative 
vehicle, called a stage-coach. Happy is the man, 
who without any laboured designs of his own, finds 
his very wants to be productive of his conveniences ! 
This man am I ; having met with certain characters 
and adventures upon these rambles, that have con- 
tributed more to the enriching my stock of hints to- 
wards carrying on this work, than would have ever 
presented themselves had I drove along the road 
admiring the splendour of my own equipage, or 
lolled at my ease in the hired one of another. 

Many of those characters and adventures had ap- 
peared before now in these essays, if the desire of 
obliging my correspondents, assisted by a modesty 
peculiar to myself — that of thinking the productions 
of others to be almost as valuable as my own, had 
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not indiaed me (if I may speak the laiiguage of 
tra^Gk:) to turn factor for my friends, aud to trade by 
commission rather than to do business entirely on 
my own account. And in carrying on this commerce, 
I have consulted the satisfaction of my customers, 
as well as my own interest : for though I do not pre- 
tend to so much humility as absolutely to allow that 
apy other trader can send such goods to market as 
my own, or, to drop the allusion, that there is a man 
now living who can write so wittily, so wisely, and 
so learnedly, as myself; yet the productions of many 
will probably have more variety than those of a sin- 
gle person, even though that single person should be 
myself. But I have still a stronger reason for giv- 
ing place to correspondents ; it is the strong pro- 
pensity which I have always found in my nature to 
communicate happiness. Every body knows, at least 
every writer,, with what infinite satisfaction a man 
sees himself in print. For my own part, I shall ne- 
ver forget the flutterings and heart-beatings I felt 
u(>on the honour that was done me many years ago 
by the author of the Gentleman's Magazine, in pub- 
lishing a song to C€elia, which was the first of ia^ 
compositions. Indeed there Was a small inconvem-* 
ence attending the pleasure at that particular time ; 
for as my finances were a little low, I almost ruined 
myself by the many repeated half-dozens which I 
bought of that magazine to distribute among my 
friends for their wonder and admiration. And hence, 
if I was in haste to set up an equipage, would arise 
another motive to the inserting the letters of corre» 
spoudents ; /but as every pecuniary consideration is 
of small weight, when compared with the pleasure of 
communicating happiness, I have given it but little 
of my attention. One thing I must request of my 
readers before I have doiie entirely with this subject, 
which is, that if it should enter into their heads that 
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I have laid before them a dull paper, they will please 
to impute it to the abundance of my good-nature, 
and not to any laziness in my disposition, or defici- 
ency in my judgment- 

But to return to my countiy excursions. I was 
coming to town from one of tnem this week in the 
Windsor stage-coach, which, as we passed through 
Brentford, stopped to take up two of the fair sex, 
inhabitants of that genteel place, one of thein at a 
collar-maker's, and the other at a breeches-maker's. 
The collar-maker's lady, who was a person of very 
fine breeding, wished the breeches-maker's lady 
joy of her coming abroad after her lying-in, and ex- 
cused herself by illness for not haying waited upon 
her on the occasion : to which the breeches-maker's 
lady answered, in the politest manner imaginable, 
' that she should haye been extremely glad to haye 
seen her, but that she sent cards to none of her ac- 
quaintance, as indeed there was no occasion ; for 
that, excepting herself (meaning the collar-maker's 
lady) she had been visited at her sitting up by all the 
Quality of Brentford.' 

The Quality of Brentford fixed my attention to 
these ladies ; and during so short a journey as to 
Hyde-park-corner, where I made my compliments 
of departure, I acquired so much knowledge in the 
affairs of child-birth, in thrushes, red-gums, and 
the management of the mouth, that I shall hardly 
decline a debate upon those subjects with the most 
experienced nurse at the lying-in hospital in Brown- 
low-street. 

As there are few circumstances too trivial to fur- 
nish useful hints to a considerate mind, at my re- 
turn to my lodgings I could not help looking upon 
this boast of the breeches-maker's wife, concerning 
the number and grandeur of her visitors, namely, that 
they were all the Quality of Brentford, to be exactly 
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of a piece with the vanity that possesses almost 
every individual of mankind. 
. To mention a stage-coach once more ; who is 
there that has travelled in one, but must have heard 
it observed by the most ordinary of the passengers, 
that this was the first time in their lives that they 
had ever suffered themselves to be crowded into so 
mean a carriage ? For my own part, I have always 
remarked it, Uiat within half a dozen miles of the 
end of our journey, if there has been a fine-spoken 
lady in the coach, though but a country shop- 
keeper's wife, who imagined herself a stranger to the 
company she has expressed great anger and asto- 
nishment at not seeing the chaise, the chariot, or the 
coach coming to meet her on the road. To what is 
this vanity owing, but to the desire of being thought 
in her own person one of the Quality of Brentford ? 

If we look into the city,. and observe the eating 
and drinking of almost every common tradesman ; 
the strut of the husband in his gown and hood upon 
a lord mayor's day ; the extravagance of the wife in 
dress, furniture, and servants ; their parties to Vaux- 
hall and Sadler's Wells ; their visits and entertain- 
ments : the question will occur, whence are all these 
vanities, but to see and be seen by the Quality of 
Brentford ? 

The fine gentleman, whose lodgings no one is ac- 
quainted with; whose dinner is served up under 
cover of a pewter plate from the cook's shop in Por- 
ridge Island; and whose annuity of a hundred 
pounds is made to supply a laced suit every year, 
and a chair every evening to a rout; returns to his 
bed-room on foot, and goes shivering and supperless 
to rest, for the pleasure of appearing among people 
of equal importance with the Quality of Brentford. 

The confectioner's wife, who lights up her rooms 
with wax candles, and pays for them with the card 
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money ; who borrows chairs, tables, and servants of 
her neighbours ; who sweats under the fatigue of do- 
ing the honours of her house, and who is almost 
st&ed to death by the mob she has invited ; has no 
other gratification from her folly, than the idle boast 
of having brought together to her rout, all the Qua- 
lity of Brentford. 

But to take characters in the group, why is every 
ordinary mechanic, every pettifogging attorney, every 
clerk in an office, every painter, player, poet, and 
musician, or, in short, why is almost every man one 
knows making a show beyond his income, but from 
a desire of being ranked among the Quality of 
Brentford. \ 

I shall conclude this paper with a short letter, 
which I received two days ago from a correspondent, 
who, if I can form any judgment of his rank by his 
manner of writing, must be one of the Quality of 
Brentford. 

' MR. FITZ-ADAM, 

' I am no enemy to humour and irony and all 
that, but I ^cannot help thinking that you must have 
spent the chief part of your time among low people; 
and this is not only my own opinion, but the opinion 
of most of the persons of quality with whom I con- 
verse. If you are really acquainted with the man- 
ners of upper life, be so good as to convince us of 
it, by copying its language^ and drawing your future 
characters from that inexhaustible source of polite- 
ness and entertainment. I am. 

Your friend and well-wisher, Z/ 
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NM9. THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6, 1753. 



Though I am an old fellow, I am neither sour nor 
silly enough yet, to be a snarling laudator temporis acti, 
and to hate or despise the present age because it is 
the present. I cannot, like many of my contempo- 
raries, rail at the wonderful degeneracy and corrupt 
Hon of these times, nor, by sneering compliments to 
the ingemous, the sagacious, modems, intimate that 
they have not common sense. I really do not think 
that the present age is marked out by any new and 
distinguished vices and follies, unknown to former 
ages. On the contrary, I am apt to suspect that 
human nature was always very like what it is at this 
day, and that men from the time of my great pro- 
genitors down to this moment, have always had in 
them the same seeds of virtue and vice, wisdom and 
folly, of which only the modes have varied, from cli- 
mate, education, and a thousand other conspiring 
causes. 

Perhsups this uncommon good-humour and indul- 
gence of mine to my contemporaries may be owing 
to the natural benignity of my constitution, in which 
I can discover no particles of envy or ill-nature, even 
to my rivals both in fame and profit, the weekly 
writers ; or perhaps to the superiority of my parts, 
which every body must acknowledge, and which places 
me infinitely above the mean sentiments of envy and 
jealousy, feut whatever may be the true cause, 
which probably neither my readers nor I shall ever 
discover with precision, this at least is certain, that 
the present age has not only the honour and plea- 
sure of being extremely well with me, but if Mare 
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say 80, better than any that I have yet either heard 
or read of. Both vices and virtues are smoothed 
and softened by manners ; and though they exist as 
they ever have done, yet the former are become less 
barbarous, and the latter less rough. Insomuch that 
I am as glad as Mr. Voltaire can be, that I have the 
good fortune to live in this age ; independently of 
Siat interested consideration, that it is rather better 
to be still alive, than only to have lived. 

This my benevolence to my countrymen and con- 
temporaries ought to be esteemed still the more me- 
ritorious in me, when I shall make it appear that no 
man's merit has been less attended to or rewarded 
than mine : and nothing produces ill-humour, ran- 
cour, and malevolencci so much as neglected and 
unrewarded merit. 

The. utility of my weekly labours is evident, and 
their efiects wherever they are read, prodigious, they 
are equally calculated, I may say it without vanity, 
to form the heart, improve the understanding, and 
please the fancy. Notwithstanding all which, the un- 
grateful public does not take above three thousand 
of them a week. Though, according to Mr. Mait^ 
land*s calculation of the number of the inhabitants, 
in this great metrcmohs, they ought to take two hun- 
dred thousand of them, supposing only five persons, 
and one paper to each family ; and allowing seven 
millions of souls in the rest of the kingdom, I may 
modestly say, that one million- more of them ought 
be taken and circulated, in the country. The profit 
arising from the sale of twelve hundred thousand 
papers, would be some encouragement to me to con- 
tinue these my labours for the benefit of mankind. 

I have not yet had the least intimation from the 
ministers, that they have any thoughts of calling me 
to their assistance, and giving me some considerable 
employment of honour and profit : and having had 
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no such intimations, I am justly apprehensive that 
They have no such intentions. Such intimations 
being always long previous to the performance, 
(^n to the intentions. 

Nor have I been invited, as I confess I expected 
to be, by any considerable borough or county to re- 
present them in the next parliament, and to defend 
their liberties and the Chnstian religion, against the 
ministers and the Jews. But I think I can account 
for this seeming slight, without mortification to my 
vanity and self-love; my name being a pentateuch 
name, which in these suspicious and doubtful times, 
savours too strongly of Judaism ; though, upon the 
faith of a Christian, I have not the least tendency to 
it ; and I must do Mrs. Fitz-Adam (who I own has 
some influence over me) the justice to say, that she 
has the utmost horror for those sanguinary rites and 
ceremonies. 

Notwithstanding all this ill usage (for every man 
may be justly said to be ill used, who is not rewarded 
fu^cording to his own estimation of his own merit) 
which I feel and lament, I cannot however call the 
present age names, and brand it with degeneracy. 
Nature, as I have already observed, being always 
the same, modes only varying. With modes, the 
signification of words also varies, and in the course 
of those variations, convey ideas very different from 
those which they originally intended to express. I 
could give numberless instances of this kind, but at 
present I shall content myself with this single one. 

The word honour, in its proper signification^ 
doubtless implies, the united sentiments of virtue, 
truth, and justice, carried by a generous mind be- 
yond these mere moral obligations which the laws 
require, or can punish the violation of. A true man 
of honour will not content himself with the literal 
discharge of the duties of a man and a citizen ; he 
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raises ai&d dignifies them into magnanimity^ He 
gives where he may with justice refuse : he for- 
gives where ^ he may with justice resent ; and lus 
whole conduct is directed by the noble sentiments 
of his own unviti^ted heart ; surer and o^ire scru- 
pulous guides than the laws of the land, which l^eing 
calculated for the generality of mankind, must ne- 
cessarily be more a restraint upon vices in general, 
than an invitation and reward of particular virtues. 
But these extensive and compound notions of hoi- 
Dour have been long contracted, and reduced to the 
single one of personal courage* Among the Romans, 
honour meant no more than contempt of dangers 
and death in the service, whether just or unjust, of 
their country. Their successors and conquerors, the 
Goths and Vandals, who did not deal much in com- 
plex ideas, simplified those of honour, and reduced 
them to this plain and single one, for fighting for 
fighting's sake, upon any, or all, no matter what oc- 
casions. 

Our present mode of honour is something more com- 
pounded, as will appear by the true character which 
1 shall now give of a fashionable man of honour. 

* A Gentleman, which is now the genteel syno- 
nymous term for a man of honour, must, like his Go- 
thic ancestors, be ready for and rather desirous of a 
nngie combat. And if by a proper degree of vnrong- 
headedness he provokes it, he is only so much^ the 
more jealous of his honour, and more of a Gentleman. 

He mbay lie with inj^punity, if he is neithier detected 
nor accujsed of it : for it is npt the lie he tells, but 
the lie he is told of that dishonours him. In tliat 

I 

* A Gentlemau, is every man, who with a tolerable suit of 

clothes, a sword bj his side, and a watch and snuff-box in his 
pockets, asserts himself to be a gentleman, swears with energy 
that he will be treated as such, and that he will cnt the throat of 
any man ^ho presiines to ny the contnuj. 
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case he demonstrates his veracity by his sword, or 
his pistol/ and either kills oris killed with the great- 
est honour. 

He may abuse and starve his own wife, daugh- 
ters, or sisters, and he may seduce those of other 
men, particularly his friends, with inviolate honour, 
because, as Sir John Brute very justly observes, he 
wears a sword. 

By the laws of honour he is not obliged to pay his 
servants or his tradesmen ; for as they are a pack of 
scoundrels, they cannot without insolence demand 
their due of a gentleman : but he must punctually 
pay his gaming debts to the sharpers who have 
cheated him ; for those debts are really debts of 
honour. - 

He lies under one disagreeable restraint : for he 
must not cheat at play, unless in a horse-match: but 
then he may with great honour defraud in an office 
or betray a trust. 

'In public, affairs, he may, not only with honour 
but even with some degree of lustre, be in the same 
session a turbulent patriot, opposing the best mea- 
sures, and a servile courtier, promoting the worst ; 
provided a very lucrative consideration be known 
to be the motive of his conversion ; for in that case 
the point of honour turns singly upon the quantum. 

From these premises, which the more they are 
considered the truer they will be found, it appears, 
that there are but two things, which a man of the 
nicest honour may not do, which are declining sin- 
gle combat, and cheating at play. Strange ! that 
virtue should be so difficult, and honour, its supe- 
rior, so easy to attain to. 

The uninformed herd of mankind are governed by 
words and names, which they implicitly receive with- 
out either knowing or asking their meaning. Even 
the philosophical and religious controversies, for the 
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last three or four hundred years, have turned much 
more upon words and names, unascertained and mis^ 
understood y than upon things fairly stated. The 
polite world, to save time and trouble, receive, adapt, 
and use words in the signification of the day; not 
having leisure nor inclination to examine and analyse 
them : and thus often misled by sounds, and not al- 
ways secured by sense, they are hurried into fatal 
errors, which they do not give their understandinga 
fair play enough to prevent. 

In explaining words, therefore, and bringing them 
back to their true signification, one may sometimes 
happen to expose and explode those errors, which 
the abuse of tnem both occasions and protects. May 
that be the good fortune of this day's paper ! How 
many unthinking and unhappy men really take them- 
selves to be men of honour, upon these mistaken 
ideas of that word ! And how fatal to others, espe- 
cially to the young and inexperienced, is their ex- 
ample and success in the world ! I could heartily 
wish that some good dramatic poet would exhibit at 
full length and in lively colours upon the stage, this 
modish character of a man of honour, of which I 
have but slightly and hastily chalked the outUnes. 
Upon such a subject I am apt to think that a good 
poet might be more useful than a good preacher, as 
perhaps his audiences would be more numerous, and 
his matter more attended to. Besides, 

Segnias irritant animos demissa per aarem, 
Quain qaaa sunt oculis subjecta fidelibos, et queo 
Ipse sibi tradit spectator. 

P. S. To prevent mistakes, I must observe that 
there is a great difference between a man of honour, 
^d a person of honour. By persons of honour were 
meant in the latter end of the last century, bad au- 
thors and poets of noble birth, who were but just 
not fools enoughr to prefix their names in great let- 
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ters to the prologues, epilogues, and sometimes even 
tixe plays, ^ith which they entertained the public. 
Put now that our nobility are too generous to inter- 
fere in the trade of us poor professed authors, or to 
eclipse our performances by the distinguished and 
superior excellency and lustre of theirs ; the mean- 
ing at present of a person of honour, is reduced to the 
jsimple idea of a person of illustrious birth. 
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£t quas tanta fuit Romam tibi causa videndi ! — Viro. 

* To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
• SIR, 

' Though I am a constant inhabitant of this town, 
which is daily producing some new improvement in 
the p(^te and elegant arts, in which 1 interest my- 
self, perhaps to a degree of enthusiasm, and have 
always a thousand reasons for not leaving it a sin^e 
day : yet I cannot help still accosting my friends, 
upon their first arrival from the country, with the 
usual question at this time of the year, *' Well, Sir, 
what brings you to town?" The answer has always 
varied according to the circumstances of the person 
asked: '' To see the new bridge; to put a son to 
Westminster; the inns of court, the army, &c. To 
hear the new opera ; to look out for a wife ; to be in 
fortune's way at the drawing of the lottery; to print 
a sermon; a novel; the state of the nation, &c. &c.; 
to kiss hands for an emplojrment; to be elected fel- 
low of the Royal Society : to consult Doctor Ward : 
to be witness for Mrs. Squires." In short, the rea^ 
sons given are infinite, and I am afraid ^e detail 
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has been already tedious. Bot I must observe, that 
the most general motive of the men has been to buy 
something they wanted, and of the ladies to buy 
something they did not want. 

^ This year, indeed, that general reason has given 
place to another, which is not only general but uni- 
versal; for now, ask whom you will what he is come 
up for, he draws up all his muscles into a most devout 
gravity, and with an important solemnity answers 
you, " To repeal the Jew bill." This religious anxiety 
brings to my mind the political zeal, no less warm or 
universal, in the year ten. I remember I then met 
with a Welsh collier Who asked me for a halfpenny, 
telling me he was starving here, as were his wife and 
children two hundred miles off. As I knew him by 
his dialect to be of a good family, I expressed to him 
my surprise that he would leave his principality to 
come into a country where they paid so little regard 
to the antiquity of his house, or the length of his 
pedigree; and desired that he would tell me why he 
came to London. He immediately swelled with all 
the pride of his ancestors, put his arms a kimbo, and 
answered, " To pull down the French king." 

* But the worst reason for coming to London that 
I ever heard in my life, was given me last night at a 
visit by a young lady of the most graceful figure I 
ever beheld; it was, '^ to have her shape altered to 
the modem fashion.*' That b to say, to have her 
breasts compressed by a flat, straight line, which is to 
extend cross-wise from shoulder to shoulder, and also 
to descend, still in a straight line, in such a manner, 
that you shall not be able to pronounce what it is 
that prevents the usual tapering of the waist. I pro- 
test when I saw the beautiful figure that was to be 
so deformed by the staymaker, I was as much 
shocked, as if I had been told that she was con^e to 
deliver iip those animated knowls of beauty to the 
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snrgeoii.-^I borrow my terms from gardening, whioh 
now indeed furnishes the most pregnant and exalted 

expresflio&s of any science in being ^And this 

bruags to my mind the only instance that can grre 
an adequate idea of my concern. Let us suppose 
Mr. Browne should, in any one of the many filyshims 
he has made, «ee the old terraces rise again and ' 
mask bis undulating knowls, or straight rows of cut 
trees obscure his noblest configurations of scenery. 
When Lord Burlington saw &e rebuilding of St. 
Paul's by Sir C. Wren, the remembrance of Sie front 
which had been destroyed, and his partiality to the 
work of his admired Inigo Jones, drew from him the 
following citation : ^' When the Jews saw the second 
temple, they wept.'' I own (though no Jew) I did 
the same, when I heard that the most beauteous re- 
main of nature's architecture was so soon to be de- 
stroyed ; and could not help reciting those once ad- 
mired lines in the Henry and Emma, 

No longer shall the boddice, aptly Iac*d, 
From thy fall bosom to thy slender waist. 
That air and harmony of shape express, 
Fine by degrees, and beautifully less ; 

A horseman's coat shall hide. 

Thy taper shape and comeliness of side. 

Observe the force of every word; and as a testimony 
that this excellent writer was peculiarly happy in the 
expression, comeliness of side, the nicest observer of 
our times, who is now publishing a most rational 
Analysis of Beauty, has chosen for the principal il- 
lustration of it, a pair of stays, such as would fit the 
shape described by the judicious poet; and has also 
shewn by drawings of other stays, that every mipute 
deviation from Uie first pattern is a diminution of 
beauty, and every grosser alteration a deformity. 

' I hear that an ingenious gentleman is going 
within these few days to publish a Treatise on De- 
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formity. If he means artificial as well as natond 
deformity, he may make his work as voluminous as 
he pleases. A few books of travels will furnish him- 
with abundant instances of head-moulders, face- 
squeezers, nose-parers, ear-stretchers, eye-painters, 
lip-borers, tooth-stainers, breast-cutters, foot-swa-. 
thers, &c. &c. all modelled by fashion, none by taste. 
Whenever taste or sense shall interpose to amend, by 
a slight improvement, the mere deficiencies in the 
human figure, we may see by a single instance how 
it is likely to be received. 

* A country family, whose reason far coming to Lon^ 
(2ofi, was to have their pictures drawn, and principally 
that of the hopeful heir, brought him to Sir Godfrey 
Kneller. That skilful artist, soon discovering that 
a little converse with the world might, one day or 
other, wear off the block, which to a common ob- 
server obscured the man, instead of drawing him in 
a green coat with spaniels, or, in the more contemp- 
tible livery of a fop, playing with a lap-dog 

Os homini soblime dedit. 

He gave him a soul darting with a proper spirit 
through the rusticity of his features. I met the 
mother and sisters coming down stairs the day it 
was finished, and I found Sir Godfrey in a most 
violent rage above. " Look there," says he, pointing 
to the picture, ** There is a fellow! I have put some 
sense in him, and none of his family know him.*' 

* Sir Godfrey's consciousness of his own skill was 
80 well known, that it exposed him frequently to the 
banter and irony of the wits his friends. Pope, to 
play him off, said to him, after looking round a room 
full of beauties that he had painted, " It is pity, Sir 
Godfrey, that you had not been consulted at the 
creation." Sir Godfrey threw his eyes strong upon 
Pope's shoulders, and answered, " Really I should 
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liaye made somethings better/' Bat the punishment 
for this prpfaneness pursued our wit still farther. 

^ It is remarkable that the expletive Mr. Pope ge- 
nerally used by way of oath, was, " God meud me!*' 
One day, in a dispute with a hackney coac^hman, he' 
used thb expression : — *^ Mend you ! says the coach- 
man; ** it would not be half the trouble to make a 
new one." If it maybe allowable to draw amoral re- 
flexion from a ludicrous story, I could heartily wish 
that the lacUes would .every morning seriously ad- 
dress to their Maker this invocation of Mr, Pope ; 
and, after devout meditation on the Divine patronage 
to which they have recommended their charms, ap« 
ply themselves properly to pursue all human means 
for the due accomplishment of their prayer. I flatter 
myself that this advice may be palatable, inasmuch 
as it comprehends that celebrated example of uniting 
religion and politeness, delivered down to us from 
the ancients m these few words, ^' Sacrifice to the 
Graces." And I hope the sex will consider how great 
a blemish it will be to the present age, if the painter 
or historian should declare to posterity that the ladies 
of these times were never known to sacrifice to any 
god but fashion. 

' To conclude this history of my unhappy visit. I 
must confess I was provoked beyond all patience, 
xeservCf or good breeding ; and very rudely flun^ out 
of the room, having first told the lady she need not 
have given herself die trouble of a journey to London^ 
for I would answer for him, the talents of Mr. Square, 
her Somersetshire staymaker, were sufiicient to dress 
her in the most elegant taste of the modern fashion, 
or indeed (if he was not an old man) to put her in a 
way that she could not possibly dress out of it. 
I am, as a lover of elegance. 

Your admirer and humble seivant' . 
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t ^ ■ . Quod Diedicorum est, 

Promittant medici : tractant fabrilia fabri. — Hor. 

Though there is nothing more pleasing to the mind 
of man than variety, yet it may be pursued in soch 
a manner as to make the most active and varied life 
a tiresome sameness. To iUustrate this seeming pa- 
radox, I shall relate what I learnt from an humble 
companion of a gentleman of vast spirits (as he is 
called by his acquaintance) who thinks he has shewn 
his value for time by never having yet enjoyed one 
moment of it. The active gentleman^ it seems, pro- 
posed to the other to make the tour of England, and 
ride daily from house to house, and from garden to 
garden : which indeed thigy did in so expeditious a 
manner, not to loose time, that they did not allow the 
least portion of it for the objects they saw to make 
any impression on their memories. In the hottest 
weather they have walked under the shade of the 
plantations they so much admired, and' came on pur- 
pose to See; but crossed the scorching lawn for the 
nearest Way to the building they would not rest in, or 
the water &ey refused to be rowed upon. Thus they 
flew through the countries and gardens they went to 
see, with as much fatigue, and not more observation, 
than a post horse in his stage; and this for the plea- 
sure of variety, and the advantage of improvement. 
In what respect does this gentleman's conduct 
differ fit)m his who seeks a variety of acquaintance ? 
The consequence must be exactly the same ; viz. use 
anil enjoyment of none. An inexperienced man, 
who has happened to see one of this turn eagerly 
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followiiig, or boasting of his acquaintance with the 
builder, the planter, the poet, the politician, the sea- 
man, the soldier, th^ musician, the jockey, would na- 
turally suppose he was generally talking with those 
gentlemen in the sevend sciences they respectively 
excelled in. No, this is the only discourse which he 
studies to avoid. 

Before I endeavour to account for this strange ab. 
surdity, I would just observe, that the persons I am 
speaking of are of a very different character from 
those who, from a mere principle of vanity, are con. 
tinually numbering among their friends, though upon 
the slightest grounds, men of high birth and station, 
and who always bring to mv mind Justice Shallow's 
acquaintance with John of Gaunt, who never saw 
him but once, and then he broke his head. Equally 
wide of the question is that character, whd from a 
love of talking avoids the company where his news 
has been already published, and dreads the man who 
is better heard than himself on general topics. 

Ignorance and an imbecility of attention, if I may 
be allowed the expression, are the most- probable 
causes of this inconsistent behaviour. To avoid me- 
taphysical disquisitions, let us try if we can set our 
judgments by comparison. Men of the weakest 
stomachs are very solicitous of the greatest variety 
of dishes and the highest sauces, which they con- 
stantly reject upon tasting, being, as they confess, 
too strong for them, though the objects of their desire 
and expectation before tihey were brought upon the 
table. It is also observable, that when gentlemen 
after a certain age devote themselves tp the fair sex, 
they generally pursue with more fervour, and always 
express themselves with' more warmth, than when m 
the heat of youth, so long as the game is out of 
reach ; but a nearer prospect of success soon dis- 
covers the difference between natural heat, and the 

xxvx. 2 B 
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delusion of false desire and imaginary passion. The 
sportsman cannot be more apprehensive and con- 
cerned for the death of the hare he wishes to save, 
than the old gallant is at the approaching opportu- 
nity of accomplishing bis desires ; which if he ob- 
tain, I am afraid he will sing no other Tt Deum than 
that of Pyrrhus — Suck another victory wiU ruin me, 

Animasque in Tulnere ponant, 

was a famous quotation of Dr. Bentley's on the sad- 
den death of an old bridegroom. 

To avoid a dry argument, and as I do not remember 
to have seen this subject touched upon by any writer 
ancient or modem, I have endeavoured to throw it 
into measure. 

Ye sages say, who know mankind. 
Whence, to their real profit blind, 
All leave those fields which might prodace 
Fit game for pastime or for use ? 
The well-stor'd warren they forsake. 
And love to beat the barren brake ; 
Sooner their pleasures will avoid, 
Than run the chance of being cloy'd. 

Damoetas ever is afraid. 
Lest merchants should discourse on trade : 
And yet of commerce will inquire, 
. When drinking with a country squire. 
Of ladies he will ask how soon 
They think count Saxe can take a town. 
Or whether France or Spain will treat 
But if the brigadier he meet. 
He questions him about the sum 
He won or lost at last night's drum. 
Or if some minister of state 
Will deign to talk of Europe's fate, 
Th* important topic he declines, 
To prate of soups, ragouts, and wines ; 
Yet he, at Heiluo*s board, can fix 
On no discourse but politics. 

Once were the linguist and the bard 
The objects of bis chief regard ; 
Now with expressive shrugs and looks 
He flies the haunts of men of books ; 
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Ye^ o'er his caps will condeilcend 
To toast tlie prebend for his friend : 
For deptli of reading tell his merit. 
Extol his style for force and spirit : 
Aslc'd where he preached, or what his text. 
Inquire what worlc he'll pabiish next : 
What depth of matter, how he treats it-» 
He can't be easy till he gets it. 
Wet from the press 'tis sent him down. 
Three days before 'tis on the town : 
The title read (for never more is) 
Next having writ ex don. autharis. 
He spends at least the time in finding, 
A place to suit its size and binding, 
As might have serv'd, if well directed. 
To read the volume thus neglected. 

When last with Atticus I din'd, 
DamoBtas there I chanc'd to find, 
Who straight addressed me with complaint 
How PoUio talk'd of the Levant ; 
And how he teas'd him near an hour 
With the Grand Seignior and his pow'r : 
Then Athens' ruiu'd domes explain'd. 
And what in Egypt still remain'd. 
This talk Darooetas could not bear. 
For Pollio had himself been there; 
But from some fellow of a college 
Would think the subjects worth his knowledge. 

The table now reroov'd again 
Began Damcetas to complain ; 
' I knew Eugenius in his prime, 
The best companion of his time ; 
But since he*s got to yonder board. 
You never hear him speak a word, 
But tiresome schemes of navigation. 
The built of vessels and their station — 
Such stuff as spoils all conversation.' 

' Good Atticus, repeat the verses. 
You lately said were made by Thyrsis.' 
John at that instant introduces 
This very servant of the muses ; ■ 
Damoetas starts, and in confusion. 
Cursing the d — d ill-timed intruaioni^ 
Whispers the servant in his ear, 
' John, be so good to call a chair >* 

2 b2 
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And flies the apot aknned with dread. 
Lest Thjnis should begin to read. 

And yet, for all he holds this rule, 
Danroetas is in fact no fool : 
For he would hardly choose a groom 
To make his chairs or hang his room } 
Nor with th* upholsterer <tiscoune 
About the glanders in his horse ; 
Nor send to buy his wife a t^te 
To Puddle-dock or Billingsgate ; 
Nor if in labour, spleen, or trance. 
Fetch her Sir Thomas for Sir Hans ; 
Nor bid bis coachman dnre, o* nights. 
To parish'church instead of White's ; 
Nor make his party or Ids bets 
With those who never pay their debts ; 
Nor at dessert of wax and china 
Neglect the Eatables, if any, 
To smell the chaplet in the middle. 
Or taste the Chelsea-china fiddle. 
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* To Mr. Fitz-Adam. 
'SIR, 

^ I H A v£ been betrayed and ruined by the basest of 
mankind. My father was a merchant of consider- 
able note in this town; but by unavoidable losses and 
misfortunes, he died two years ago, broken-hearted 
and insolvent. I was his only child, and the delight 
of his life. My education, my dress, and manner of 
living, were such as would^hardly have descredited a 
young woman of fashion. Alas! the dear parent, to 
whose fondness I was indebted for every advantage 
and enjoyment, intended to have given me a consi- 
derable fortune ; but he died as I have told you, and 
has left me to lament that I was not a beggar from 
my cradle* 
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^ 1 was ignorant of his circumstances, and therefore 
felt not my misfortune in its full force till a month 
after his death : at which time his creditors entered 
upon his house, sold all his furniture and effects, and 
left me nothing but my clothes and trinkets, which 
they had no right to take from me. 

* In the days of my prosperity I had a maid-ser- 
yant, of whom I was extremely fond ; and to whom, 
upon her marriage with a reputable tradesman, I 
gave a little portion of fifty pounds, which were left 
me by a relation. This young woman was lately 
become a widow ; and being left in but indifferent 
circumstances, she hired a large house near the Ex- 
change, and let lodgings for her support. It was to 
this woman that I flew for shelter; being no more 
than eighteen years of age, and as my father used 
often to tell me, too handsome to have friends. 

/ I do not mention this circumstance, indeed I do 
not, as any thing to be vain of; Heaven knows that 
I am humbled by it to the very dust : I only intro- 
duced it as the best excuse I could think of for the 
unkindness of my acquaintance. 

* I was received by this favourite servant with great 
appearance of gratitude and esteem. She seemed to 
pity my misfortunes, and to take every opportunity of 
comforting and obliging me. 

* Among the genflemen that lodged at her house, 
there was one whom she used to talk of with great 
pleasure. One day, after I had lived with her about 
a week, she told me that this gentleman had a great 
inclination to be known to me, and that if I had no 
objection to company, he would drink tea with. me 
that afternoon. She had hardly done- speaking, 
wheh the gentleman entered the room. I was angry 
in my heart at this freedom ; but his genteel appear- 
ance and behaviour soon got the better of my resent- 
ment, and made me listen to his conversation with 

2 B 3 
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more than common attenlibD. — ^To be as sbort as I 
can, this fifst visit made me desirous of a second, 
that second of a third, and the third of a thousand 
more ; all of which he seemed as eager to pay as I 
was willing to receive. 

' The house was so crowded with lodgers, that the 
mistress of it had only one parlour for herself and 
me; and as she had almost constant employment at 
home, my lover had very few opportunities of enter- 
taining me alone. But the presence of a third person 
did not hinder him from declaring the most tender 
and unalterable love for me, nor did it awe me from 
discovering how pleasing and happy I was at the 
conquest f had made. 

' In this delightful situation near a twelvemonth 
passed away ; during which time he would often la- 
ment his dependauce upon an old uncle, who, he 
said, would most assuredly disinherit him, if he 
married a woman without a fortune. 

^ I wanted no better reason for this delay ; and 
was waiting for an event that promised me the pos- 
session of all I wished for, when my happiness was 
interrupted by the most villanous contrivance that 
ever was heard of. 

* I had walked out one morning to buy some 
shades of silk, in order to finish the covering of a 
settee, which I was working for my benefactre&s ; 
and was returning home through a by-court, when^ 
to my inexpressible surprise, I found myself stopped 
by two men, who, producing what they called a writ 
against me, hurried me into a coach, and conveyed 
me, half dead with terror, to a wretched house 
whose windows were guarded with iron bars. 

* As soon as I had power to speak, I desired to 
know by whom and for what crime I was thus 
cruelly insulted. They shewed me without hesita- 
tion their authority ; by which it appeared that the 
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w<»nsui with whom I lived had ordered me to be 
arrested for a debt of thirty pounds, which she had 
sworn I owed her {or board and lodgings. " It is 
impossible !'^ cried I ; ** she cannot have served me 
so ! There must be some mistake in this ! Send for 
her this moment ! I am sure it is a mistake !*' — " Very 
possible, Madam/' answered one of the fellows with 
a smile, <' but if you would take my advice, it 
should be to send for ei gentleman instead of the 
plaintiff. A young lady like you, Madam> need 
not stay here for a debt of thirty pounds."-^—" Gk), 
where I send yoti, Sir," said I ; ** tell her what has 
happened to me, and bid her hasten to me, if she 
would save my life.'' The fellow shook his head as 
he went out, but promised to do as I directed. His 
companion asked me what I pleased to call for, and 
explained his meaning by telling me I was in a 
public-house. I bid him call for what he liked, and 
charge it to me ; he thanked me very civilly and 
locking the door after him, left me to myself. 
- ' I had now a little leisure to reflect upon this ad<- 
venture ; but the more I thought of it, the greater 
.was my perplexity. I remained in tiiis uncomfort- 
able suspense for near an hour, when I heard the 
door open with some precipitation, and saw my 
lover enter the room with an astonishment not to be 
imagined. " Good God V said he, snatching me to 
his arms, *^ is this an apartment for my charmer? — 
That inhuman woman ! — " What woman ?" said I, 
interrupting him ; " can it be possible ?" — ** She owns 
it herself," answered he ; ** this professing friend, 
this grateful servant, owns that she has arrested 
you." I was ready to faint at what I heard ; but 
recovering myself as well as I could, I inquired 
into the motives of this woman's cruelty. " Her mo- 
tive," he replied, " was avarice ; I had some words 
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with her two days ago, and threatened her in jest 
that I would leave her lodgings. She thought me 
in earnest; and believing I was soon to marry the 
angel whom I doted oi), she determined to make 
what money she could of me, by arresting my sweet 
girl. She was not mistaken when she guessed with 
what haste I should discharge the debt. Here, Sir/' 
continued he, turning to the bailiff, '* is the full sum^ 
and 8 gi-atuity for yourself. Come, Madam, let us 
exchange this detested place, for apartments more 
worthy of you.'' 

' The coach that brought him to tny prison was at 
the door. He immediately put me into it, and con- 
ducted me to a lace-shop upon Ludgate-hill. I 
remained in the coach while he stept into the shop, 
and continued for a minute or two in conversationi 
with the mistress of it : when returning to me with 
great cheerfulness, he gave me joy of his success, 
and handed me up stairs into pleasant and conve- 
nient apartments. The exact order in which I found 
every tiling in these apartments put me upon ob- 
servmg that the owner of tliem was a prophetess, 
and knew that I should have need of them that very 
morning. My lover made no ansWer to my remark, 
but straining me in his arms, and almost pressing 
me to death, he called them my bridal apartments, 
and bid me welcome to them as such. He then 
went down to order dinner and a bottle of cham- 
paign from the tavern, and returned to me with so 
much love and joy in his looks, that I was charmed 
with him beyond expression. When dinner was 
removed, and the servant who attended us with- 
drawn, he said and looked so many fond and en- 
dearing things, and mingled such caresses with 
his words and looks, forcing upon me at the same 
time three or four glasses of a wine I was not used 
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and gratitude, consented to his desires,. and in one 
£Ettal moment betrayed me to a yilliain. 

' I lived in this guilty commerce till the effects^ 
of it made me apprehensive of being a mother in a 
few weeks. I had often pressed him for the per- 
formance of his promises ; and was npw resolved 
to be more particularly urgent with lum upon that 
subject ; but instead of listening to me as I hoped he 
would, he called hastily for his sword^. and took leave 
of me till the evQning. 

' I expected his return with the utmost impa- 
tience. The evening came ; another, aiid another 
after that ; but I neither saw him nor heard from 
him. Upon the fourth day of his leaving me, i 
received a visit from the mistress of the house, who 
to my great astonishment, addressed me in these 
words : 

^ '^ I thought, Madam, at your entrance into this 
house, that you were a married woman. The lady 
who hired the lodgings for you two days before, 
gave me assurance that you were married." — " What 
lady ?" cried I. • ^* You amaze me I I heard not of 
these lodgings till I had taken possession of them. 
Be quick and tell me who was this lady?" — **Alasr*^ 
answered my visitor, '^ I knew not till this morning 
that you were fallen into the snares of the worst of 
women, and the most artful of men." She saw my 
amazement; but desiring my attention, proceeded 
thus: ^* As for the gen^eman (if he deserves the 
name of one) you will never see him more." — " How, 
Madam, never see him more !" interrupted I. — My, 
voice failed me as I uttered these words ; and lean- 
ing backwards in my chair, I fainted awfiy. She 
recovered me from my swoon, and then went on. 
'^ He has just now sent his servant to discharge the 
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lodg;ing8 ; of whom when I inquired how von were 
to be taken care of in your approaching hour, his 
answer was^ that he had no commission to speak 
to 'such ' questions. Pray, M adam,^ continued 
•he, " is it true that you were arrested in the street 
the morning of your entrance into these lodgings ?'' 
I told her yes. ** The servant then is honest,*' she 
replied; ** he has given me your whole history. 
The contrivers of that arrest were the woman where 
you lodged, and the villain whom you trusted. 
Their design was to fling you entirely into his 
power, that he might use it to your destruction. 
But do not despsdr, Madam/' added 6he, seeing me 
in the utmost affliction ; *^ all women are not mon- 
sters. I have compassion upon your youth, and 
will assist you in your distresses. These apartments 
are yours, till you desire to resign them : nor shall 
any thing be wanting that your situation shall re- 
quire, or that a lady in happier circumstances would 
wish to be provided with. And hereafter, if you 
should choose to continue with me, and assist me in 
my business, I will look upon you as my daughter, 
and forget every thing which has befallen you." 

* Oppressed as I was with grief and shame, my 
heart bounded at this proposal, I fell upon the neck 
of my benefactress, and bedewed it with my tears ; 
telling her, as well as those tears would permit me, 
that I was bound to her for ever, and would wish for 
no other happiness than to love and please her. 

' Three months are past since I have been the 
mother of a sweet boy ; in all which time I have 
never seen (and I pray heartily that I never may 
see) his inhuman father. The generous woman, 
who supports me, is even kinder to me than her 
promise. She pays herself, she says, in the com- 
fortable thought that she has been an instrument in 
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the hand of Heaven to save roe from destruction. 
She told me yesterday, that the stratagem hy which 
this monster got me mto his power, with every par. 
iicular of his behaviour to me before and after it, is 
his favourite subject in all companies* To deprive 
him therefore of his principal pleasure, I have 
thought proper to take the story out of his hands by 
telling it myself. 

I am, Sir, 

Your most humble servant, 

Amakda/ 
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